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Partners discuss 
economic future

CMCA women attend 
Mining conference

Inside this issue:

Communications 
Patrol complete 

Aside from delivering services 
to the CMCA community, OTDF 
continues to partner with other 
stakeholders to provide assistance 
to other communities within Western 
Province. 

In this instance, United Nation’s 
Food and Agriculture Program (FAO) 
requested OTDF’s assistance with the 
transportation of rations from Kiunga 
town to the Kelebit Refugee Camp 
at Iogi Village, in North Fly District of 
Western Province.

To bring the rations to the camp, 
OTDF team needed to hire a 2 tonne 
truck and 2 dinghies to cross the Ok 
Tedi River. After which, all the materials 
were carried on foot via a 2 hour hike 
from the waterfront.

OTDF officers together with the 
Ward Councillor, also assisted the 
FAO team in mediating with some 
villagers who were not happy with 

relief supplies being delivered to the 
refugees, arguing they themselves also 
needed assistance.

An elder refugee, Mr Yosep Owing 
said, the refugees in Kelebit Camp hail 
from 5 different West Papuan Border 
villages of Up Yetatko, Woropko, 
Mokbiran, Wankat Kibi and Upkim. 

“Some refugees came first, others 
came later (men, women & children), 
the current condition at the camp is 
good” he said. 

Yosep said the main reason for their 
entry is to flee ongoing tension in their 
area and seek shelter.

The team successfully delivered the 
relief supplies and returned safely back 
to Kiunga. 

The inter government team were 
greatly appreciative of the contribution 
from OTDF and stressed the importance 
of the partnership. 

The relief supplies delivered were 

bales of rice, sugar and cartons of tinned 
fish, noodles and biscuits. Given the 
refugees’ situation in their villages and 
the limited resources available to them 
in the camp, the delivery was worth 
all the effort and money spent.  OTDF 
encourages other organisations and 
individuals to support the camp in the 
near term.

United Nations Food and Agriculture 
(FAO) Program partner ’s with OTDF

JOINT OTDF & INTERGOVERNMENTAL  AGENCIES 
DELIVER RELIEF SUPPLIES TO WEST PUPUA 
REFUGEES AT (KELEBIT CAMP IOGI VILLAGE)

Loading food supplies at Alice 
River,  ready for travel to Iogi
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From Western with Pride – FODE & 
Scholarship Program delivers

Trust Administration

Western Province have silent 
achievers who dwell in the corridors 
of the CMCA region and have potential 
to contribute meaningfully to  the 
development of the country if given 
the opportunity to learn.

This particular story represents 
the many outstanding students who, 
with the help of kind hearted sponsors, 
performed beyond expectation in their 
studies. 

Ricky Francis hails from Karemgo 
Village of the Middle Fly Trust Region 
of Western Province. His determination 
to complete his higher education saw 
him repeat Grade 12 by up-grading 
his marks under the FODE program.

He recently completed his Technical 
Education at Port Moresby Technical 
College (Idubada), 2 years after 
entering in 2017.  He spent 6 months 
to complete his National Certificate 1 
(NC1) and another 6 months to do his 
NC 2 before moving on to complete 
the rigorous 1 year study to complete 
his much coveted NC3 in 2019.

 Ricky expressed his heartfelt 
thanks to all his sponsor, including 
the Middle Fly Trust, for supporting 
him throughout his 3 years of study 
at Port Moresby Technical College.

This 28-year-old young man from 
Karemgo Village received the highest 
award at the recently concluded 
graduation ceremony. He also received 
the Dux award in the trade of Fitter 
Machinist, which included a set of tools 
worth K 2,000 from the Australian High 
Commission.

Ricky was scouted by a prominent 
mining and oil company during his 
graduation and was given the privilege 
to travel back to Port Moresby to sit 
for an entry test. He intends to do his 
apprentice training immediately should 
he pass the exam.

His message to students from 
Western Province is, ‘Never give up, 
work hard and make sacrifices for 
better result”. 

Executive Chairman for Middle Fly 
Investments Limited Mr. Robin Weke 
said a total of K198, 000 was spent 
on Education assistance in 2019 for 
all their Middle Fly scholars and 

K79, 000 on Health assistance 
programs. He continued, “For 2020, we 
will continue to allocate sound funding 
to accommodate both programs as 
well”, he said.

He confirmed budget cuts were 
necessary to fund for certain social 
programs, these he said was a 
measure they needed to take in order 
to sustain current funding levels from 
the MF Trust.

Mr. Weke was privileged to have 
contributed to Ricky’s success in 
completing his technical training and 
encouraged more school aged youths 
to use Ricky as a role model.

Proud Dad, Allan Cletus (R) with his son Ricky (L)

Education team prepare FODE 
and  Adult Matriculation  Program 
materials  - 2020 



From Western with Pride – FODE & 
Scholarship Program delivers
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Communicat ions Patrol  complete
The last leg of the OTDF’s 

communications patrol ended on 
December 21, 2019 covering the South 
Fly region. Unlike the North Fly and 
Middle Fly regions, it was a joint effort 
by both OTML CR and OTDF staff, led 
by OTML Deputy CEO and Chairman 
of OTDF Board, Musje Werror. 

The purpose of the patrol was 
to deliver updates on OTML’s 
performance, community relations 
messages, OTDF community projects 
& programs and respond to queries 
from the communities.

Of the 158 CMCA/Mine Villages, 
only 135 villages were visited for this 
year’s patrol. 

A total of 11,443 men, women and 
children were in attendance with 340 

engagement hours recorded. 
An important highlight of the patrol 

by OTDF includes the facilitation of a 
brainstorming session in each village 
regarding issues affecting development 
in their community. 

Overall, the top five issues were: 1) 
Health Care Services, 2) Stakeholder 
Development Issues (relating to FRPG, 
PNGSDP, OTML), 3) Sustainable 
Economic Programs, 4) Education 
Programs/Support and 5) Transport 
Infrastructure/Accessibility. Separate 
sessions were conducted for men and 
women.

The villages that were not covered 
during the scheduled dates were due to 
a death in the community, community 
conflicts or weather. 

In 2020, the patrol will be conducted 
jointly by OTDF and OTML and 
invitations will be extended to FRPG, 
MRCMCA, PNGSDP and other key 
stakeholders to participate. 

Combined (OTDF & OTML) 
team complete the South Fly 
Communications Patrol

Operations 

OTDF patrol team in Kadawa Village 
- Dudi Trust Region, South Fly

Partners meet to define their roles in building 
Western Province 
‘Partnerships’ can be defined 

as voluntary and collaborative 
relationships between two or more 
parties that work together to achieve 
a common purpose. 

OTDF late last year (2019) 
invited multi-stakeholder partners 
from the public and private sectors 
within Western Province and 
outside of PNG to come together, 
learn, discuss and participate in 
the biggest ever OTDF program to 
be implemented – the WestAgro 
Master Plan. Chief Executive Officer 
Mr. Ian Middleton in his welcome 
address to partners said the West 
Agro Master Plan works with an all-
around stakeholder approach with 
inputs coming from the whole of 

the province, the partner LLG units 
and Innovative Agro Industries 
(IAI) to bringing it to fruition. He 
said multi-stakeholder partnerships 
will be a key for the successful 
implementation of the West Agro 
Master Plan.  Its success will in turn 
fulfil the Sustainable Development 
Goals of eradicating poverty by 
putting food on the table and money 
in the pocket of the locals.

Mr Middleton said, “For us to 
successfully eradicate poverty, we 
need to work as a cohesive team 
and support each other by doing our 
part.  This way the local economy will 
thrive and local business and SME 
in Western Province will flourish, 
only then shall we truly achieve 

this sustainable development goal, 
hopefully by the year 2030.”

Even more so by bringing in new 
methods of work which include 
cutting-edge expertise and skills, as 
well as innovative ways of engaging 
stakeholders, will also be key.  This 
is the very reason why we have 
partnered with IAI as we strongly 
believe in their culture and expertis.

He added that it is vital to 
ensure that these multi-stakeholder 
initiatives deliver development 
results in a truly impactful manner 
and in the near term. This as we 
approach the end of the Mine Life 
Extension Agreement in 2025.
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External conferences, exhibits 
and media exposures is generating 
significant interest for future external 
funding for the 8 CMCA Women’s 
Associations’ programs and projects.

The PNG Chamber of Mines and 
Petroleum at its recent Conference & 
Exhibition held from the December 3-5, 
provided the opportunity  by offering a 
booth for the CMCA Women during the 
3 day event.

A good number of development 
partners and prominent individuals 
visited the CMCA women information 
booth throughout the conference held 
at the Stanley Hotel in Port Moresby. 

Prominent figures such a Madam 
Jean Kekedo, retired PNG High 
Commissioner to the United Kingdom, 
encouraged the women executives to 
continue the good work they are doing 
in Western Province. The leadership 
roles they play is vital for development 
to take place, as they are at present, 
the agents of change.

She said capacity building and 
coordinated activities can lead to 
successful development programs 
in their communities and the CMCA 
Women showed a promising record 
so far.

Another prominent figure was David 
Wissink Head of External Relations at 
Wafi Golpu Joint Venture expressed 
his gratitude and was very pleased with 
how far the associations have come.

Over 60 organisations and individuals 
visited the CMCA women’s exhibit, 
which included Administrators from 
Provincial Governments, managers of 

financial institutions, social development 
partners and Executives of National and 
Multinational Companies. Some have 
indicated their willingness to provide 
service assistance or give donations as 
well as seek the CMCA women’s advice 
on how to organise their community to 
bring social impact programs.

Ms. Kim Hahn, Upstream Asset 
Manager for Exxon Mobil PNG Ltd 
was inspired by the OTDF Education 
Program and the women’s support in 
providing funding towards the program. 
She currently oversees the women’s 
programs in the Southern Highlands 
and would like to one day follow their 
footsteps.

The conference themed “PNG 
Resources: Developing Shared Value”, 
provided the CMCA women the avenue 
to showcase their leadership capabilities 
and programs.  

These activities and programs are 
shared in the associations 5-year 
strategic plans, 2019-2023.

The CMCA women were recognised 
by the Chamber of Mines and Petroleum 
while OTDF Board Chairman and 

Deputy CEO for OTML Musje Werror 
was a strong advocate for the CMCA 
women at the conference.

The CMCA Women Associations are 
the only formally recognised entities by 
PNG IPA, independently managing their 
programs in the mine impact areas.

The display at the conference showed 
how much the women have achieved in 
a more formal and organised manner, 
running their programs in the CMCA 
corridor. 

The women executives on behalf of 
their association members, thanked 
the Chamber for extending the invite 
to showcase their program activities 
and achievements to the conference 
participants.

The CMCA Women’s community 
development program, have a strong 
focus on education for all CMCA women 
and children. They have implemented 
several women’s project recognising 
the rapid social change caused by 
technology and the changing times, 
hence the need for women to assume 
a more active role, get educated and be 
agents of change in their communities.

CMCA Women represented at the prestigious 
Mining and Petroleum Conference

Social

Pic 1 : Madam Jean Kekedo (second from left) with the CMCA Women Association 
Executives and OTDF Officer Louise Olen. Pic 2 :  Executives from Solar Solutions 
visit the CMCA Women’s exhibit
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The Fly Breeze - Highlights of 2019
January

Thirty-two year old Mark Saukeng from Olsobip in the upper inlands of the 
Western Province, is one of the first young men from the area to be inducted 
into the Ok Tedi Maritime Scholarship program. Mr. Saukeng is now Chief 
Officer and second in charge on an Ok Tedi Copper ship.

Saint Montfort Primary School the oldest Mission run school in Kiunga 
was recognised for its worthy contribution to Education and awarded an 
infrastructural rehabilitation project funded through the Ok Tedi Tax Credit 
Scheme. The rehabilitation project included the renovation of teacher’s houses, 
and the construction of a new administration block, a multipurpose hall and 
two double classrooms. OTDF IDD team delivered the project in 2018.

February 

    Daru Secondary School is the first secondary school in the country 
to roll out and pilot the E-Library program, and the second institution in 
Papua New Guinea to do so. The E-Library currently has over 50,000 
documents spread over 300 categories, which consist of text 
documents, videos, sketches, images and details of cross-references 
and other relevant articles. Funding was committed by the 4 Women’s 
Assocaitions (Suki Fly Gogo, Dudi, Kiwaba, Manawete) Trust regions 
in the South Fly. 
     Nima Ara Women’s Association allocated PGK50, 000 to OTDF to 
import Eaglewood seeds from Vietnam, grow and distribute the seeds 
for women across the Wai Tri Trust. Plants were given to the women, 
giving 15 to 20 plants to each woman to start off. 

EMT

March

     A local poultry farm in the Star Mountains of Western Province 
delivered 200 cartons containing 21,600 fresh eggs to Ok Tedi Mining 
catering contractor Fubilan Catering Services. Three sheds with 9,000 
laying birds have since produced over 1.8 million eggs.

     The Catholic Education Agency under the Diocese of Daru-Kiunga, 
Western Province was awarded the contract recently to conduct a
mobilisation process to facilitate Elementary Teachers Refresher 
Training. 
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.....Highlights of 2019
April 

      OTDF FODE Program in partnership with the National FODE Office 
in Port Moresby launched the use of Tablet PC’s. Students this year can 
now receive a tablet PC as a substitute for printed materials. It is a 
solution that can modernise the way of learning in the rural and remote 
areas. 

The annual mine safety week program saw Team OTDF maintain their 
title as the undefeated quiz champions. OTDF Safety Officer Davis 
Gumasi, in his report said a notable observation was OTDF and OTML 
working as a team throughout the mine safety week. 

May 

      Themed ‘Empowering Women to be Development Partners’, the 
road show held on 23rd of May was to promote the women’s 
development programs and to seek financial and technical support from 
interested development partners.

The Roof Water Catchment Projects in the South Fly had been 
completed with the distribution of 528 water tanks to communities. 
In an effort to assist the 65,000 populace.

June

        The 8th Prime Minister of Papua New Guinea, Hon James Marape, 
during his inaugural visit to Kiunga and Tabubil, supported the initiative by 
the Provincial Government in improving access to domestic and 
international markets for agriculture produce, livestock and fish in the 
province.

      A review led by Mr. Jonathan Spencer from Israel and Mr. Vo Nguyen 
Buu as the technical rubber advisor from Vietnam, included actual field 
visits and series of interviews with all the stakeholders including the 
Rubber Board of PNG.



.....Highlights of 2019
July 

The annual OTDF communications patrol in the North Fly region 
concluded on a high note despite logistical challenges and community 
issues. The communications patrol commenced on the 1st of July and 
concluded on the 30th of July. Out of the 73 villages in both CMCA 
region and Mine Villages, OTDF managed to conduct village meetings 
in 57 villages, representing a 77% coverage.

Mr. Rickson Kwe (late) in his capacity as the Wai-Tri Trust Chairman 
was delighted that Senamrae Aid Post was one of the health facilities 
included in the training by NDoH. “This is a milestone for Wai-Tri Trust 
as our goal is to provide ongoing and consistent health services to our 
village and nearby communities”, he said.
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August

    Martinus Simon started his business upon completing his High 
School studies. Armed with business knowledge in commerce from 
Primary and High School, a big determination and with just K500 from 
compo money, he defied all odds and made his business a success.

       The opening of the Community Learning Centre (CLC) is a 
historical moment for Nima Ara and Tutuwe Ara Women’s Association 
as it signifies the completion of key infrastructure programs earmarked 
under their 5 Year Development Plan 2019-2023. They have identified 
CLC and requested OTDF to design them as multi-purpose buildings 
to use as a facility for planning, training and capacity building.
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.....Highlights of 2019
September 

        The inaugural OTDF Kiunga Fun Run was hailed a success by the 
organisers, sponsors and participants alike. The event was organised to 
raise funds for the Kiunga General Hospital whilst raising awareness on 
wellbeing and promoting WestAgro as a new sustainable way forward for 
the Province.

        The Maritime Cadet Scholarship Program managed by the OTDF’s 
Education Division, has formally secured a partnership with a renowned 
shipping company. This Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) is with 
P&O Maritime Services (PNG) Limited.

October 

OTDF hosted a vanilla and cocoa entrepreneur from South America who 
has the technical knowledge to improve the production and quality of 
vanilla beans in the Western Province. Originally from the USA, 
Mr. Gifford Dunlea Laube, has been involved in tropical agriculture for the 
last 20 years across South America.

Over the years, Bank of South Pacific has been working in partnership 
with OTDF to provide capacity training in terms of financial literacy and 
was once again engaged to run another Financial Literacy Training
training for the CMCA women.

November  

MiBank is giving Small to Medium Enterprises in Western Province an 
alternative banking service commencing in 2020. The new service will 
provide a great relief to the growing number of customers in Kiunga who 
are constantly waiting in long queues at existing banks. 

Newly appointed Board of Trustees for all the South Fly Trust Regions 
were sworn into office with a simple ceremony at the Cassowary Hotel 
on November 15. Coincidentally it was also the handover ceremony for 
the outgoing Trustees. 
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OTDF Field Base updates

Tapila Field Base Staff

Infrastructure

Working along the Fly River to bring 
service to the CMCA communities 
requires coordinated movement. 

With this in mind, OTDF Field Base 
operations have to be safe, functional 
and conducive for working. 

The OTDF Field Bases act as the 

point of access into the CMCA villages 
along the corridors of the Middle and 
South Fly providing adequate storage 
for materials and supplies that are 
necessary to run projects and program 
that have been slated throughout the 
year.

Efforts to make service delivery 
mechanisms to the CMCA Communities 
down River is attributed to the up keep of 
these facilities. Field Base Coordinators 
ensures the Field Base transit houses 
are in good condition.

Field Base Coordinator for Aiambak Mr. Noel Steven 
said in the last Quarter of 2019 contractors had completed 
a fuel shed to replace the galvanised iron shed. This new 
structure is bigger with a capacity of over 20 drums and 
is specifically designed to store fuel. 

Among the latest updates from our field bases are as follows:

Tapila Field Base

Aiambak Field Base

Nakaku Field Base

Nakaku Field Base, the future site of the Cocoa 
Nucleus state, land survey has been completed. A total 
of 780 hectares of state land has been marked out, 
complete with cemented boundary pegs. North Fly 
Surveyors Ltd, lead surveyor Illias Isacar completed the 
task with the help of locals.  According to Mr. Raymond 
Geleteip Field Base Coordinator, his team have also 
cleared a hectare of land to propagate shade trees and 
revived the citrus block next to the Field Base.

Mr. Kerea Pele said Tapila Field Base house was 
renovated with a four-bedroom unit built beneath the 
current stand-alone house. The upgrade has been 
completed and now awaiting white goods to be installed.
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About us

Ok Tedi Development Foundation 
Limited (OTDF) is a not for 
profit organisation, formed in 
2001 as part of the Community 
Mine Continuation Agreement 
(CMCA), enabling consent from 
the communities for the Ok Tedi 
Mine to continue operating. 

Following a review of the CMCA 
in 2006/2007, the Ok Tedi Fly River 
Development Program (OTFRDP) 
was registered as the Company’s 
trading name, paving the way for 
OTDF to operate independently of 
OTML from March 2010.

OTDF is a dynamic organisation 
mandated to mobilise funds and 
deliver sustainable projects into all 
6 Mine Villages & 8 CMCA Trust 
regions of the Western Province 
(Tutuwe, Wai Tri, Nupmo, Middle 
Fly, Suki Fly Gogo, Manawete, 
Kiwaba and Dudi).

649 5367 or 649 3716

team@otdfpng.org

www.otdfpng.org

For more about OTDF

This newsletter is produced 
by the OTDF Media & 
Communications Team 
to update and report on 
developments OTDF is  
implementing throughout 
CMCA regions of the Western 
Province. 

If you have any comments or 
feedback, please send them 
to Elijah.Elijah@otdfpng.org  
or Korok.Talakam@otdfpng.
org or call 649 5367

Like Us on Facebook

Time Out

Call  from Oksapmin

Time out at Kelebit Camp

OTDF Falcons - during the 90 day challenge

OTDF Handyman - Albert Megat

South Fly Communications Patrol

WHO?WHO?WHO? IS THIS!!! South Fly Patrol Team  on  break
www.facebook.com/otdfpng

Time Out with ISOS team at  Mining exhibit


