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Banking options for 
SME’s

2 more CLC’s for North 
Fly region 

Inside this issue:
Middle Fly school 
gets supplies

The Agro Industrial Centre (AIC) at 
the Samagos DPI station just before 
kilometre 6 on the Kiunga-Tabubil 
Highway is picking up pace with the 
first Vanilla nursery.

This development is part of the 
West Agro Master Plan roll out aiming 
to secure a sustainable future for the 
Western Province people.

In November, at least 200 vines 
have been planted, with additional 
batches expected to come in shortly.

OTDF Chief Executive Officer Ian 
Middleton confirmed, before the Vanilla 
vines are distributed, the identified 
model farmers will have to undergo 
training in proper farm management 
in order for them to achieve the best 
quality and commercial value.

Eitan Ribak an agriculturalist 
from the Innovative Agro Industry is 
currently managing the nursery with 

three local assistants who are learning 
the process and they are supported by 
a Vanilla expert from the USA. 

Mr. Ribak said he is not only 
managing the vanilla nursery but also 
working on the maize (corn) plots which 
will be introduced as a short-term crop 
to augment the farmer income while 
waiting for vanilla to grow.

He added that the maize seeds 
currently on hand are specially designed 
to be processed as chicken feed and 
not for human consumption. 

Samuel Moses one of the local 
assistant said preparation is also 
underway for the trial maize plots.

“The allocated plots have been 
cleared awaiting further directions 
before sowing the seeds.”

These demonstration plots will 
be used to train identified model 
farmers to have hands on experience 

on the process. Eight years in the 
making, the Provincial Government in 
collaboration with OTDF commissioned 
Innovative Agro Industries to develop 
an Agribusiness Master Plan for the 
Province in November 2017.  

It was named the WestAgro Master 
Plan and was launched at the Cassowary 
Hotel, in November 2018.

Samagos AIC taking shape

Vanilla vines in nursery at 
Samagos, Kiunga.
Insert: Amos Aheya 
monitors the growth of  the 
vines

Trial maize plots at Samagos
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Appointment of New Trustees

Trust Administration

Newly appointed Board of Trustees 
for all the South Fly Trust Regions 
were sworn into office with a simple 
ceremony at the Cassowary Hotel on 
November 15. Coincidentally it was 
also the handover ceremony for the 
outgoing Trustees.

Outgoing Vice Chairman for Dudi 
Development Trust John Gaida, 
thanked the Trust Administration 
through Ok Tedi Development 
Foundation for building his capacity 
as a community leader.

While addressing his colleagues, he 
spoke highly of the leadership skills he 
has learnt during his term.

“During our time it has been very 
hard but OTDF staff have made it very 
easy. From community level we have 

been groomed giving us the leadership 
quality to perform at the national level 
and we are proud to acknowledge that 
OTDF has contributed to building our 
leadership qualities.”

Mr. Gaida said his experiences 
when attending trust meetings and 
being able to plan and budget has 
increased his capacity and knowledge 
as a simple community leader.

Leadership is very important for 
many reasons. 

Within communities, it is particularly 
important not only to provide direction 
and a vision, but also to develop trust 
and provide the support needed within 
a community setting. 

He said his time as a trustee has 
been challenging especially when the 

region they represent covers a wide 
area where many villages are only 
accessible by water transport.

He challenged the newly appointed 
trustees to support each other within 
the South Fly region and to stand by 
development partners from the private 
and government sectors. 

As society continues to advance, 
more and more communities need 
leaders who are able to “fit it all 
together.” 

How to effectively do this within rural 
communities is a challenge for both 
the community members and leaders.

The new Trustees will have a 5 year 
term starting January 1, 2020.

Trust Administrator Mr. Renagi Koiro addressing the South Fly 
Trustees during the handover dinnerMr. John Gaida

Mrs Anna Sumai Dudi Women’s 
Association President and outgoing 
Trustee (L), congratulated by OTDF 
Corporate Services Executive Mr. 
Michael Apollo



Appointment of New Trustees
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Early Christmas for  Moian Elementary
Moian Elementary School in the 

Middle Fly region, received tables, 
desks, chairs and building materials in 
preparation for the opening of classes 
in 2020. It was an early Christmas gift 
for the students.

The school was built in 2014 and 
relied on locally built desks and tables 
made from bush materials.  The new 
set of school furniture brought cheers 
and delight to the children who will be 
attending classes next year.

Moian Women’s President Ms. 
Jophilda Philip said the project was 
successfully delivered at a total cost 
of K19,748.40.

This program falls under the 
Education Program projects which 
are part of the 5 year Women and 

Children’s Revised Action Plan (2019-
2023).

The furniture and building materials 
where delivered to the school in late 
October much to the delight of the 
students who helped to carry the items 
from the waterfront to the school.

This gesture compliments the 
objectives of the association to which 
they see education as the key to 
development in their community.

Ms Philip said early learning is the 
right time to groom young minds. “This 
gift to the school as shown clearly on 
student’s faces as they scurried to 
help carry their classroom furniture is 
a welcome development in the school.”

She said this is the fourth significant 
project delivered by the Women’s 

Association of Middle Fly Region this 
year.

Ok Tedi Development Foundation 
delivers projects for the 8 CMCA Trust 
regions and the 6 mine villages and 
provides consultancy services and 
project management at no cost to the 
CMCA communities.

Moian Elementary students 
take ownership at improving 
their school facilties.

sssssss

Moian students with the Middle Fly Women Association Executives 

Education
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The 51st OTDF board meeting 
was held in Wewak coinciding 
with a visit to the Innovative 
Agro Industries (IAI) East Sepik 
Agro Industrial Centre (AIC) farm 
site and local cocoa and vanilla 
smallholder farmers. Soon to be 
the largest poultry farm, this AIC is 
located in the Yangoru District and 
is an initiative of the Member for 
Yangoru, Hon Richard Maru.         

To support the farm IAI plans 
to transform several thousand 
hectares of uncultivated land into 
commercial maize cultivation. The 
AIC will also have 150 ha of cocoa 
nurseries, demonstration farms and 
variety reseach. 

The OTDF Board Chairman, 
Musje Werror noted that area is 

very similar to the Middle Fly region 
and some areas in the South Fly 
regions.  Following the visit, he 
expressed confidence in IAI to 
implement the WestAgro Master 
Plan in the Western Province. 

The visit to the cocoa and vanilla 
local farmers was also an eye 
opener for the local board Associate 
Directors who saw the potential that 
could be replicated in their own 
areas. One of the vanilla farmers 
informed the board members that 
he made K12, 000 from his small 
plot in 2019 alone and was looking 
at the next harvest soon. 

The OTDF board meets every 
quarter and the next board meeting 
is planned to be held in Kiunga, 
North Fly region in February 2020.

OTDF Board visits IAI & Local Farmers in East Sepik

IAI setup in Yangoru, East 
Sepik Province

OTDF Board site visit : Deputy CEO Mr. Havini Vira and  Board Member Ms. 
Noni Dukumun visit a vanilla orchard in Yangoru.

“Western Province will 
witness the Samagos Agro 
Industrial Centre ground 

breaking in February 
2020. To be managed by  

Innovative Agro Industries. 
Today they manage the 

Tabubil poultry farm, which 
produced well in excess of 2 

million eggs this year.”

Ian Middleton, 
CEO OTDF

Fubilan Poultry Farm in Tabubil

Governance 
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Nationwide Microbank Limited or 
MiBank is giving Small to Medium 
Enterprises (SME’s) in Western 
Province an alternative banking service 
commencing in 2020. 

The new service will provide a 
great relief to the growing number of 
customers in Kiunga who are constantly 
waiting in long queues at existing banks. 

Mr Trudi Egi, Head of Operations 
confirmed that MiBank expects to open 
a branch in Kiunga in the first quarter 
of 2020.

Mr Egi said “MiBank anticipates 
having a partnership with OTDF 
under the WestAgro Master Plan and 
understands that there will be various 
parties or entities under the CMCA 
that wish to venture into agriculture 
and other business activities for and 
on behalf of its members.”

MiBank will look to support through 
partner financing arrangements 
under an umbrella Memorandum of 
Agreement (MOA) where applicable.”

Mobile Banking is a key service that 
will be offered by MiBank, it will greatly 

SME’s to have banking option in MiBank

Highway villagers 
unload their 
garden produce 
for sale at the 
Kiunga  town 
market 

assist those people in remote areas 
with instant opening of Bank accounts 
through approved Agents that have 
access to Digicel or B-Mobile network 
and handle banking transactions 
electronically, such as deposits and 
withdrawals.  

MiBank will set up and extend its 
agent network into Western Province 
and is willing to talk to individuals and 
business houses who wish to become 
their agent.

Currently the bank’s presence in 
Western Province is limited to agents 
in Maru Marine Ltd in Daru, Tabubil 
Workforce and Recruitment Services 
Ltd and Kamen Consultancy Services, 
both operating in Tabubil.

Mr Egi said agent support and other 
arrangements can be looked at more in 
detail once the MiBank Branch in Kiunga 

has been established and MiBank staff 
are on the ground.

MiBank will roll-out its full suite of 
products and services which include;

* Agriculture and Fisheries Loans
* Personal Loans
* Vehicle Loans
* Microfinance and SME Loans
* Business Loans
* MiPikinini Children’s Savings 

Accounts
* Micro and SME Savings Accounts
* Business Savings Accounts
* Fixed Term Deposits
* Micro Pensions for persons outside 

of the Superannuation net
* Electronic Payments channels

MiBank provides an axciting banking 
opportunity that coincides with the 
WestAgro start up.

Economic
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A centre for excellence & development
Christmas came early for CMCA 

Women in the North Fly District with the 
opening of two Community Learning 
Centres (CLC’s) in November.

Nima Ara and Tutuwe Ara Women’s 
Associations under their 5 Year 
Development Plan saw the completion 
of the CLC’s in Komokpin village and 
Rudmesuk village, respectively.

Mrs. Annie Kinglsly Chairlady for 
the Komokpin Women’s group said 
the CLC is a sign of new life for the 
villagers as it will open the doors for 
learning and development.

She thanked the Nima Ara 
Women’s Association for funding the 
building and the partners involved 
from day 1 up to the handover of the 
completed building.

The building is constructed using 
high quality materials, fitted with solar 
panels to provide electricity and a 
5,000 litre tank to provide clean water.

Similarly Tutuwe Ara Women’s 
Association received the key to their 
second CLC located in Rudmesuk 
Village.

Tutuwe Ara President Elfreda 
Kenamo humbly dedicated the 
building to the hard work of the former 
executives.

“This building we see today is a 
legacy of our previous executives 
and President, and I appreciate their 
leadership in starting the journey and 
now we see this beautiful building in 
front of us”, she said.

There are now four (4) CLC’s built 
so far in the North Fly region.

Nanai Brothers a locally owned 
and operated contractor won the bid 
to construct the CLCs.  

OTDF Program Services 
Sustainable Development Manager, 

Mr. Eric Kuman, said during the opening 
ceremony “this is the blueprint for 
development aspects for the region 
you serve; this building is the evidence 
of your 10% Women & Children Fund 
and the 5-year development plan”.

He said the plan reflects the strong 
partnership and collaboration between 
all stakeholders.

Referring to the 5-year development 
plan for Women & Children, he said “At 
the end of the day, we must invest and 
drive development. This action plan is 
uniform throughout the 8 CMCA regions 
so no association is left behind. You will 
see each other’s plan in here and many 
of them are generic.”

As the fund manager, OTDF is tasked 
to deliver the projects in an organised, 
safe and cost effective manner”, he 
added, “This centre will act as a “centre 
of excellence.”

OTML provides a compensation 
package for CMCA affected 

communities living downstream of the 
OTML mine operation, 10% of which is 
dedicated to Women & Children. 

Komokpin Community 
Learning Centre (CLC)

Rudmesuk Community 
Learning Centre (CLC)

Infrastructure
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About us

Ok Tedi Development Foundation 
Limited (OTDF) is a not for 
profit organisation, formed in 
2001 as part of the Community 
Mine Continuation Agreement 
(CMCA), enabling consent from 
the communities for the Ok Tedi 
Mine to continue operating. 

Following a review of the CMCA 
in 2006/2007, the Ok Tedi Fly River 
Development Program (OTFRDP) 
was registered as the Company’s 
trading name, paving the way for 
OTDF to operate independently of 
OTML from March 2010.

OTDF is a dynamic organisation 
mandated to mobilise funds and 
deliver sustainable projects into all 
6 Mine Villages & 8 CMCA Trust 
regions of the Western Province 
(Tutuwe, Wai Tri, Nupmo, Middle 
Fly, Suki Fly Gogo, Manawete, 
Kiwaba and Dudi).

649 5367 or 649 3716

team@otdfpng.org

www.otdfpng.org

For more about OTDF

This newsletter is produced 
by the OTDF Media & 
Communications Team 
to update and report on 
developments OTDF is  
implementing throughout 
CMCA regions of the Western 
Province. 

If you have any comments or 
feedback, please send them 
to Elijah.Elijah@otdfpng.org  
or Korok.Talakam@otdfpng.
org or call 649 5367

Like Us on Facebook

Time Out

Simbu special

Tupla BIKPLA  yet, with the winners trophy

Team DIWAI - 2019 Basketball Champions 

Stingrays !  That’s the game plan!

So,  what’s the plan guys?

Riverside - win or lose still smiling Makaus - 2nd place winners
www.facebook.com/otdfpng

No! It’s Mine.


