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Financial Literacy 
for Women

Vanilla experts share 
experiences with farmers  

Inside this issue:
Trade Survey to 
collect data

How often do we eat orchids? More 
often than we think, because vanilla, 
the queen of all spices, is the bean 
of a tropical orchid - Vanilla planifolia.

The rich aroma and iconic flavor 
are reason enough for vanilla to be 
the world’s most popular spice, since 
its introduction to the West in the 16th 
century. 

This month, Ok Tedi Development 
Foundation hosted a vanilla and cocoa 
entrepreneur from South America 
who has the technical knowledge to 
improve the production and quality of 
vanilla beans in the Western Province.

Originally from the United States 
of America (USA) Mr. Gifford Dunlea 
Laube, has been involved in tropical 
agriculture for the last 20 years across 
South America as a consultant and 
growing his own vanilla and cocoa.

This is his second visit to PNG as 
part of the Innovative Agro Industry 
(IAI) agriculture development program 
in the province. His visit marks the 
rollout of the WestAgro Master Plan 
which was endorsed by the OTDF 
Board and supported by the Fly River 
Provincial Government.

He visited cooperative vanilla blocks 
in Nomad and the few remaining 
smallholder vines in villages along the 
Tabubil Kiunga Highway (remnants from 
the OTML distribution in 2008).  

Visiting these  farmers to see their 
blocks has boosted their morale and is 
inspiring many others to become vanilla 
farmers again.  

Through WestAgro OTDF and IAI 
can assure farmers that all services, 
processing and marketing functions 
will be performed in Kiunga. 

He said what he saw was very 
promising and that Nomad farmers 
cultivation practices were world class 
and he was delighted to see the highly 
sought-after hybrid vanilla species 
known as ‘Tahitiensis’ being grown. 

“I had a great day visiting the 
community in the Nomad region. I am 
now confident of filling the Samagos 
nursery with vanilla cuttings to support 
small holders allot quicker than originally 
anticipated”.”

“The techniques and material used 
to plant vanilla vines determine their 
growth, while the care given determines 
the bean size and quality, not to mention 

mastering pollination and bean curing 
and drying techniques”, he said.

These are very exciting developments 
and it is now hoped that smallholder 
distribution may begin within 12 months 
as opposed to the 2 years initially 
expected.

As he explained “the vanilla beans 
are the product of the world’s only fruit-
producing orchid - Vanilla planifolia - and 
just like their domestic flowering cousins, 
they require specific growing conditions 
and plenty of care to propagate.” Mr. 
Lube said a tropical climate, like that 
of its native Central America (Mexico) 
is vital, fortunately you have this very 
climate here in the North Fly along with 
the much sought after Tahitiensis variety.

He said in nature, pollination requires 
a visit from a melipona bee or long 
beaked hummingbird, but a discovery 
made by Edmond Albius in the 19th 
century, showed that this process could 
be replicated by hand.

From flower pollination to harvesting 
and a lengthy curing process, every 
stage of vanilla bean production needs 
to be completed by hand, making it an 
ideal crop for rural family farmers.

Western Province can be self-sustaining

Second from left: Eitan Ribak 
(AIC Consultant) Gifford 
Dunlea Laube (Vanilla & Cocoa 
Consultant), OTDF CEO Ian 
Middleton & farmer Jack
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Jack showing off his vanilla 
vines to OTDF  CEO, Mr 
Ian MiddletonJack And The Vanilla Vines 

PROGRAMS

Jack Tu’u has received training 
from the PNG Spices Industry Board 
on how to plant vanilla, sustainable 
management, curing quality control 
and export in 2005 and again in 2008 
but was only convinced to venture into 
vanilla farming in 2009.

“Long 2015 mi planim 225 vanilla 
vines, mi kisim 72 kilos drai vanilla tasol 
nogat maket long salim, olgeta vanilla 
blo mi waste” (In 2015, I harvested 
from 225 vanilla vines and dried a total 
of 72 kilograms, but since there was 
no market, it all went to waste).

The news of WestAgro and its plans 
to become a major buyer of raw and 
dried vanilla beans in Western Province 
has renewed his spirit to venture into 
vanilla farming for the second time.

“Nau igat maket na taim blong wok 

bung wantaim na wok strong na 
kamapim vanilla, salim na kisim gut 
moni, na tu wok gaden long halivim 
yumi long bihain taim” (Now that there 
is a market, it is time to work together 
to grow vanilla, harvest and sell to 
make some money and venture into 
agriculture for a sustainable future), 
he said.

Originally from Tiomnai Village, 
63 year Jack today has cleared an 
additional area to plant 150 new vanilla 
vines at his Grengas Kona home about 
10 minute drive from Kiunga town.

Jack recalls a time when he freely 
offered his knowledge to other growers 
and explained the whole process to 
them.  

To his surprise some of them 
complained that it is very labor 

intensive or involves too much work. 
With a laugh, he said, “I answered 
them, that hard work has never killed 
anybody!”

He said the news of West Agro 
and the Agro Industrial Centre (AIC) 
coming here in Kiunga is a breath of 
fresh air for him and his family and they 
are eager to become part of it.

Ok Tedi Development Foundation 
since its inception in 2001, envisions 
to improve the quality of life of the 
Western Province communities. 

With the implementation of the 
WestAgro Master Plan which was 
conceived and developed together with 
the Fly River Provincial Government, 
economic self-sustainability may soon 
be within reach throughout the CMCA 
region.

 

Warm welcome to IAI consultants & OTDF in Nomad

Gifford Laube (L) and Kales 
Rom in Tiomnai Village, 
Kiunga,WP



Jack And The Vanilla Vines 
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The  K iunga  Trade  Survey  -  WestAgro
To address challenges affecting 

small business owners, we need 
to address the root cause of their 
concerns since maintaining a business 
may entail significant cost or cause a 
business to fail.

The Kiunga Trade Survey organised 
by the OTDF Monitoring and Evaluation 
team has set out to collect information 
from boat operators and public vehicle 
owners on their route, transport risks 
and the costs of doing their business.

The survey also includes trade 
store owners living along the Fly River 
who frequently come to Kiunga to re-
supply their inventory, in order to better 
understand the transport industry.

The implementation of the West 
Agro Plan depends on reliable data and 
such surveys will lay the foundation for 
the plan to be successful.

OTDF M&E support staff Dalton 
Kondek and Mathew Daniel headed 

the collection, compilation and 
organization of data for the survey.

The aim of the study is to understand 
the available modes of transport, its 
current capacity and any transport gaps 
from farm to market. Data collected will 
enable us to make timely and viable 
recommendations to the transport 
sector for them to accommodate the 
expected increase in agricultural output 
through WestAgro. 

The survey started on the 21/10/19 
and should end on 24/11/19.

Business ownership, structure and 
cost of doing business in the public 
transport sector

The quantity and frequency of people 
travelling to and from Kiunga

Ease of transportation for passengers, 
cargo capacity and the length of time to 
get to destination

The income level of passengers and 
payment modes

Types of cargo being transported 
(store goods or farm produce)

Transport owners/operators access to 
banking services

Expected  findings  from  the Trade Survey

The busy Kiunga waterfront as the gateway 
for commerce.  Caters for large ships, 
dinghies as well as canoes. 

Scott interviewing an operator, as part of the 
survey. Pics. by Dalton Kondek, M&E

FODE students set for the grade 10 & 12 
examinations in the 3 regions

CMCA Women’s E-Library installation of 
terminals completed in KSS, St Gabriel 
& Ningerum High Schools 

Completion of Mepu Elemetary Staff 
Housing Project under maintenance

Started mobilization of materials for 
Atemkit Mini Hydro Plant rehabilitation. 

Kiunga water supply project, KSTP, 
OSHP & WLC progressing as planned.

OTDF HIGHLIGHTS IN BRIEF
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The OTDF Community 
Development and T r u s t 
Administration recently handed over 
eight x 40 Horse Power outboard 
motors with 23-foot dinghies to the 
Middle Fly River CMCA Women’s 
Association executives.  Each to be 
distributed to Kasa, Levame, Owa, 
Mipan, Kwem, Karemgo, Erecta 
and Kukujaba villages.

The executives were very 
emotional yet pleased that the 
dinghies had finally been delivered.

“The initial project submission 
was made back in 2017, however, 
the procurement of these assets 
was stalled due to issues with 
some of the project noimination 
documents”, said Trust Project 
Officer, Miss Michelle Roman.  

According to Miss Roman, a 
review of these documents in 

collaboratin with the executives 
prompted the project to be tabled 
again this year.

She said this project was 
included in the Middle Fly River 
Development Foundation Trust 
Board meeting in March this year at 
which the board agreed to approve 
the project, valued at PGK187,500.  

“It was there that the Middle Fly 
Trust Board approved and moved 
that OTDF procure these units,” 
she explained.

On receiving the dinghies, 
Middle Fly Trustee, Solange Assan, 
expressed great appreciation for 
the officers who followed up on and 
delivered the dinghies.

“I have been following up with 
OTDF staff checking up on the 
progress of these dinghies. To see 
it eventuate at last, before the end 

Middle  F ly  Dinghies ready to  sa i l

PSSD Manager, Mr Eric 
Kuman handsover OBMs 
to Middle Fly Women’s 
Association Executives 

of my term as a Trustee, is very 
emotional for me,” she added in 
tears.

According to Ms Assan the women 
and children are handicapped when 
it comes to travelling or moving 
cargoes in the Middle Fly region 
because of the remote location of 
villages with limited access, other 
than via water ways.

“With these dinghies our women 
can more easily travel across the 
vast flood plains of the Middle Fly 
while transporting much needed 
food, cargoes and medical 
supplies.”

She also extended her gratitude 
to the OTDF Executive Management 
Team for their stewardship over the 
years and noted the importance 
of collaboration to deliver such 
projects.

Mothers on their dugout canoe after collecting firewood for cooking.

“With these dinghies 
our women can 

easily travel across 
the vast flood plains 

of Middle Fly 
while transporting 
much needed food, 
cargo and medical 

supplies”
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The Middle Fly Women’s Association 
Medevac Program and funding is a 
pioneer program, possibly the first in 
the country and unique for this group 
of women to reach out to the people 
during emergencies in their region.

The program is bringing hope to the 
poor people who are unable to reach the 
District Health Centre in Daru, Kiunga 
hospital, Rumginae hospital or Tabubil 
hospital.

Ms. Agnes Peter of Wanga-wanga 
Village is a thankful recipient of this 
program, now reunited with her baby.

Agnes was air lifted from Aiambak 
airstrip to Kiunga to receive immediate 
treatment for antenatal trauma after 
delivery.

Health workers advised that she 
experienced a retained placenta and 
required further assessment from 

Middle Fly:Medevac for Women Saves Lives
doctors in Kiunga hospital due to 

severe blood loss and a history of 
anemia which requires blood transfusion.

Agnes is one of several patients 
who have been assisted through this 
program.

Many lives are lost when transporting 
patients on a dinghy through the winding 
Fly River since there are no roads linking 
the Middle Fly Region to Kiunga or Daru.

The only available way to travel is 
by boat on the river and for some who 
cannot afford the travel cost succumb 
to their illness.

“We have seen our women folks and 
children dying from curable disease and 
we made this bold decision to allocate 
K100, 000 every year to support the 
medivac program”, said Charlotte 
Mathews President Middle Fly Women’s 
Association.

She said the medivac requests 
comes from the health workers within the 
Region. Ms. Mathews said the medical 
referral and evacuation program may 
use all modes of transport, including: 
Health Centre out board motors and 
dinghies, MV Fly Hope, MAF (with all 
referrals using MAF going straight to 
Rumginae hospital), Central Aviation, 
OTML Twin Otter flights and most 
recently the OTML Helicopter. 

Agnes’ recent medivac was the first 
time to charter a chopper to move a 
patient from Aiambak as there was no 
other option.

“I applaud the Women leader’s wise 
decision to help the women in their 
region, for serving with distinction, and 
touching the lives of many women and 
children.” Mr Eric Kuman, OTDF PSSD.

 

OTDF OBM 
Operator, Mark 
Edwards assists 
women folk 
carry Agnes on 
a stretcher to the 
OTML chopper. 
Picture by 
Raymond Walo
Middle Fly PO

“I applaud the Women leader’s wise decision 
to help the women in their region, for serving 
with distinction, and touching the lives of many 
women and children.” Mr Eric Kuman, Manager 
OTDF PSSD.
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Participants of the Financial Literacy Training posing with their certificates infront of the newly 
opened Matkomnai Learning Centre. 

Partnering with banks

Over 250 loan applications have 
been approved and disbursed through 
the CMCA Women’s SME Program 
facilitated by OTDF in partnership 
with the National Development Bank 
(NDB). In 2018, a K1.5 million security 
deposit was made available by the four 
CMCA Women’s Associations - Middle 
Fly, Nima Ara, Tutuwe Ara and Nupmo.

To date, 12% of all the borrowers 
have completed repayments while 88% 
are in progress.

According to OTDF PSSD Manager, 
Eric Kuman, most of the business 
activities that these loans were applied 
for include poultry, trade store and fuel 
retailing.

“While giving the women an 
opportunity to borrow money our 
Business Development unit have 
identified gaps in the value chain, “he 
said.

One of which Mr Kuman said was 
financial literacy, “In this aspect, financial 
literacy to help women maximise their 
potential and make more profit to help 
pay off their debts while saving enough 
to sustain themselves or venture into 
other money-making activities.”

Over the years, Bank of South 
Pacific has been working in partnership 
with OTDF to provide capacity training 
in terms of financial literacy and was 
once again engaged to run another FLT 
training for the CMCA women.

In this instance, the Tutuwe 
participants were taught how to budget, 
save, spend and draw basic business 
guidelines which will go a long way 
in building their confidence in making 
better decisions in terms of financial 
management.

“We borrowed money from the 
National Development Bank and in 

whatever little capacity we had try to 
generate profit,” participants testified. 

“The training has really put things into 
perspective, for many of us who don’t 
really know how to save or invest 
properly”, one participant said.

Mr Kuman, was very happy with the 
22 participants who graduated from the 

program.  This was the first training 
to be conducted at the newly opened 
Matkomnai Learning Centre.

The women were very happy and 
expressed great satisfaction in the 
program and want to do the best they 
can to see their businesses grow.

Kira Marie (L) 
receiving her 
certificate 
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About us

Ok Tedi Development Foundation 
Limited (OTDF) is a not for 
profit organisation, formed in 
2001 as part of the Community 
Mine Continuation Agreement 
(CMCA), enabling consent from 
the communities for the Ok Tedi 
Mine to continue operating. 

Following a review of the CMCA 
in 2006/2007, the Ok Tedi Fly River 
Development Program (OTFRDP) 
was registered as the Company’s 
trading name, paving the way for 
OTDF to operate independently of 
OTML from March 2010.

OTDF is a dynamic organisation 
mandated to mobilise funds and 
deliver sustainable projects into all 
6 Mine Villages & 8 CMCA Trust 
regions of the Western Province 
(Tutuwe, Wai Tri, Nupmo, Middle 
Fly, Suki Fly Gogo, Manawete, 
Kiwaba and Dudi).

649 5367 or 649 3716

team@otdfpng.org

www.otdfpng.org

For more about OTDF

This newsletter is produced 
by the OTDF Media & 
Communications Team 
to update and report on 
developments OTDF is  
implementing throughout 
CMCA regions of the Western 
Province. 

If you have any comments or 
feedback, please send them 
to Elijah.Elijah@otdfpng.org  
or Korok.Talakam@otdfpng.
org or call 649 5367

Like Us on Facebook

Time Out

Cancer awareness seminar  at the FRCC Hall

Potting: Vanilla nursery preparation

OWN members promoting Pinktober 

Part of the  job description for Rex, at the OTDF office

A big smile for the camera before the  FODE Exams

Fly Hope Crew always on the job Eitan and the Migalsim farmers, Star Mountains
www.facebook.com/otdfpng

Smile around at Nomad


