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Equal participation 
for all 

Change mindset 
through music

Inside this issue:

• OTDF FODE program is the biggest in the country with 10 satellite Study Centres in the 3 CMCA Regions. This was revealed in the recent 
FODE Coordinators workshop in Madang by University of Technology DODL.

• Nanai Brothers have completed another 2 Community Learning Centres at Rudmesuk and Komopkin villages to be opened shortly
• Successful hosting of first Kiunga Fun Run 
• CMCA Youths received new sets of music instruments for their music training under the Women and Youth Program 
• 2018 CMCA Trusts  Audit Completed

OTDF HIGHLIGHTS IN BRIEF

THE Maritime Cadet Scholarship 
(MCS) Program managed by the 
Ok Tedi Development Founda-
tion’s Education Division, has for-
mally secured a partnership with 
a renowned shipping company.
This Memorandum of Understand-
ing (MoU) is with P&O Maritime 
Services (PNG) Limited, a pre-
mier maritime solutions provid-
er to governments, businesses 
and organisations across all the 
seven continents of the world.
Through this MoU, maritime Ca-
dets who are recipient of the OTDF 
Maritime Scholarship are eligible to 
complete their 24 month sea-time 
experience on-board P&O vessels.

This alleviates burden of stu-
dents and their parents to look for 
ships or vessels where the stu-
dent can complete their practical 
experience in order to graduate.  
This training also opens up op-
portunities for employment 
with P&O if they perform well.
This year, four successful can-
didates, 2 deck and 2 engineer-
ing cadets will start their on-
board training under the MoU.
General Manager P&O Maritime 
Services (PNG) Limited Mr John 
Whitfield, during the brief signing 
ceremony in Kiunga said this part-
nership is an investment in young 
people from Western Province to 

make strong and positive contribu-
tions to their families, their com-
munity, to the province and the 
country.  He added that he was 
very impressed with the cadetship 
program and that P&O would be 
interested in doubling the num-
ber of cadets across the P&O fleet.
The document was officially signed 
by both the P&O Maritime (PNG) 
Ltd General Manager John Whitfield 
and Ian Middleton Chief Executive 
Officer for OTDF. This document 
sets out the respective roles and re-
sponsibilities of OTDF and P&O for 
the implementation of the Training 
from August 2019, until such a time 
when either party requests a review. 

Early learners are 
fun to teach

Strengthening Partnership 

Insert: OTDF CEO Ian Middleton (L) 
and  Mr. John Whitfield P&O General 
Manager , sign the MOU 
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Participants of  the refresher training at St 
Peter Torot Training Centre in Kiunga

Refresher Training for Elementary Teachers 
CMCA Women’s Associations re-
cently funded a refresher training for 
24 early learning teachers in Kiunga.
The group is the second batch 
of trainees who have completed 
the refresher training this year.
Sixty-seven (67) teachers in 
the CMCA area have been 
trained so far under this program.
Trainees are enlightened 
on curriculum changes and 
taught Standards Based ear-
ly childhood teaching skills.
This program was sponsored 
by Nima Ara Women’s Associa-
tion, Tutuwe Ara Women’s Asso-
ciation and Middle Fly Women’s 
Association in partnership with 
Ok Tedi Development Founda-
tion (OTDF) at a total cost of 
PGK 40,000.00 over four batches. 
The third batch is expected to 
happen in November this year.
Ms. Mirriam Kawaki, an Elemen-

tary Level 1 and 2 teacher original-
ly from Dewara in Suki Fly Gogo 
region who has served 8 years in 
Sarae Elementary School (North 
Fly) after graduating from Papua 
New Guinea Education Institute 
(PNGEI) said, “We are thank-
ful that this training was open to 
all elementary teachers across 
Western Province. For me as a 
teacher it is very helpful so I can 
implement better in the classroom.
It is very interesting to 
teach young children, be-
cause they learn very quickly”
Her advice to her peers was to 
be better role models and be 
closer to the children so the chil-
dren not only like schooling but 
respect who is teaching them.
The training was timely as to pre-
pare them for the transition from 
Outcome Based Education (OBE) 
curriculum to the Standards Based 

Curriculum (SBC) as announced 
by the Department of Education.
Present during the closing cer-
emony was Western Province 
Education Secretary Mr. Charlie 
Buya. He commended the teach-
ers on their achievements, as 
this is a career not sought af-
ter by many as a profession.

“You and I as teachers must be 
up skilled to see what we can do 
within the 1st 1,000 days to give 
the best to the child, “he said. 
He reiterated the importance of prop-
er teaching to young minds since val-
ues are best taught at an early age.
This program is in line with the 
Women & Children Associations’ 
5 year development plan and 
OTDF’s vision to improve the self-
sustainability and quality of life of 
Western Province communities.

Ms Kawaki recieves her certificate from Mr Charlie Buya Samples from the activities done during the training
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Inaugural OTDF Kiunga Fun Run hailed a success
The inaugural OTDF Kiunga Fun 
Run was hailed a success by the 
organisers, sponsors and partici-
pants alike. Running enthusiasts as 
well as first time runners from Kiun-
ga and Tabubil joined in the fun run. 
Initiated by the Ok Tedi Develop-
ment Foundation with the sup-
port from Ok Tedi Mining Limited 
(OTML), the Kiunga Fun Run, un-
der the theme “Run for a Sustain-
able Future” brought Business 
Houses, Organisations and Gov-
ernment Agencies in the North Fly 
District together for a worthy cause.
The event was organised to 
raise funds for the Kiunga Gen-
eral Hospital whilst raising 
awareness on wellbeing and 
promoting WestAgro as a new sus-
tainable way forward for the Province.
The Sponsors of the event included 
BNG Trading Company Limited, TKI 
Limited, Unique Hardware (Kiunga), 
Tommy Transport Limited, Digicel 
PNG, Horizon Oil (Papua) Limited, 
Puma Energy, WP Construction 
Limited, Western Fixers, Bank South 
Pacific, Ok Tedi Power Limited, JV 
Port Services, Starwest, Middle Fly 

Investments Limited, Nanai Brothers, 
Tutuwe Ara Women’s Association, 
Middle Fly Women’s Association 
and Nim Ara Women’s Association.
In excess of PGK50,000 was 
raised during the event, earning 
a net return of over PGK20,000. 
The funds will be used to pur-
chase colour coded waste bins 
and hospital lighting equipment for 
Kiunga Hospital as requested by 
Dr. Kaptigau Asael, as well as sup-
porting a first model vanilla fam-
ily farmer plot under WestAgro.
OTDF’s executive manager for 
corporate services, Mr Michael 
Apollo thanked all the sponsors 
for their generosity and the or-
ganisers and all the participants 
for their support during the event.
Kiunga Secondary School (KSS) 
provided the most number of student 
volunteers who complimented OTDF 
and LBL staff to serve as marshals.
Members of the PNG Defence Force 
Forward Base stationed at Kiunga 
also took the lead in the mentor-
ing, coaching, providing moral sup-
port and extra security for the day. 
Standing alongside their com-

rades, the Kiunga Police also 
contributed by managing traf-
fic and providing an escort. 
The event included the more ath-
letic 10 kilometre run and the fam-
ily friendly 5 kilometre distances. 
The North Fly MP, Hon James Don-
ald officially started and took part in 
the 10 kilometre leg.  He also spoke 
after the event inspiring everyone 
to be healthy and physically fit.
OTML sent a team from Tabubil led 
by the Community Relations Man-
ager, Mr. Kuam Sanewai, who is 
also a director on the OTDF Board; 
he also took on the 10km run.
19 participants received awards 
including special recognition to 
a person with disability.  Med-
als and cash prizes were given 
to the fastest 3 males, females 
and youths for each distance. 
The Fun Run Committee vowed 
to make the next year’s event big-
ger and more inclusive, hoping to 
double the 300 runners that partici-
pated this year. “Everyone had fun”.
OTDF actively supports programs 
and projects that promote health 
and well-being in the community.

Winners posing after the 
presentation 

The fisrt Kiunga Fun Run in pictures - Sunday 29th September 2019
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The Ok Tedi Development Foundation is 
encouraging inclusive participation in all aspects 
of its development objectives for the people 
of CMCA and the rest of Western Province. 
This was reinforced recently 
during the OTDF Kiunga Fun Run. 
The event attracted a sole PLWD (Persons Living 
With Disability), Joel Katop, who braved the 5km 
leg on his wheel chair and inspired organisers 
to, present him with a consolation award.     

“We are so honoured and very humbled by the 
fact that someone with disability came out to take 
part in the event,” said some of the participants. 

“It was really motivating to also see that event 
organisers (OTDF) appreciated such individuals.”
While presenting the consolation medal to Joel Katop, 
the organisers promised to take into consideration 
PLWD interests and make future events more inclusive.   
In a one on one interview with Fly Breeze, Mr Katop 
said that there were other PLWD who heard about the 
Fun Run and its bid to raise funds for a worthy cause 
and really wanted to also participate in the event.

“Planti ol lain bilong mi (PLWD) bin harim na ol tu laik 
kam ron tasol ino bin gat plen blo Fun Run komiti so 

ol i no bin save how bai ol kam insait,” he added. 
“A lot of my friends who are PLWD’s heard about the 
race and were really excited to come but because 
the Fun Run Committee didn’t have any inclusive 
plans they didn’t know how they could participate.” 
Mr Katop however praised OTDF for taking 
the first step in recognising the need for social 
inclusion in their activities and hopes that other 
organisations and institutions alike would learn 
from it and be more vigilant in that aspect. 
He further stated that there was a lot of talent 
within the PLWD peers who needed such 
opportunities to shine and progress in life. 

“I really want to thank OTDF for giving me the 
opportunity to not only show that I can compete 
but more so, make me be part of something,” 
an emotional Mr Katop told Fly Breeze. 
The OTDF Fun Run Committee will ensure the next 
annual fun run will be bigger, better and more inclusive.
In his last sentiments to encourage the OTDF 
Fun Run Committee along with its stakeholders 
and partners Mr Katop pointed out, “We are not 
disabled, we are able people disabled by society.” 

Equal  Par t ic ipat ion for  a l l

Joel proceeds to collect 
his medal of recognition 
for his participation in 
the first Kiunga Fun Run 
from North Fly MP James 
Donald & congratulated 
by OTDF Board member 
Kuam Sanewai

L-R; Executive Manager Michael Apollo, CR manager Kuam Senewai, North Fly MP James Donald
Below and far right; Joel Katop
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L-R: Isaac Roger (13) Ezekiel Papa (11) Kadaro  
Oreta (14) James Sarol (14)

Nurturing the Musically inclined Youths of 
today
On our way to the training facility 
the sounds of instruments can be 
heard, and as we got there, we saw 
the joy on the faces of participants 
eager to learn more about music.
The four youngest participants 
on the CMCA Youth and Mu-
sic Project went to check out 
their instruments of choice. 
Isaac Roger (13), Ezekiel Papa 
(11), Kadaro Oreta (14) and 
James Sarol (14) made their in-
tentions known - to play in the 
church as this is where they initially 
learned how to play an instrument. 
Isaac said he chose to play the 
drums because he likes the per-
cussion beats produced from the 
drums.  As for his three peers, 
their choice was the acoustic 
guitar due to its beautiful sound, 
portability and the different 
chords that can be played from it.
At their tender age, these 4 
boys have a passion to con-
tinue learning music and hope 
to make it big in the future.
When asked why they enjoyed 
playing music, they said that 
music helps them concentrate 
in school and their daily chores.
What was very surprising though 
was that they had no idea how to read 
or write music, prior to the training.
For James Sarol, at the end of 
the two week training, he is now 
able to play in progression using 
the slow rhythmic pace he learnt.
This music training project was 
sponsored by the Nima Ara, Tu-
tuwe Ara and Middle Fly Wom-
en’s Associations through Ok 

Tedi Development Foundation. 
Apart from the training cost, they 
have also invested on new musical 
instruments costing K88,000 jointly 
funded by the 8 CMCA Women’s As-
sociations throughout the 3 regions.
At the culminating exercises, train-
ees were fortunate to be the first 
ones to use these brand new mu-
sical instruments and equipment. 
 The program is expected to train 
over 500 young people over the 
next 5 years, to hone their skills and 
possibly show case them in church 
activities or during social gatherings.
Coordinator for the OTDF Commu-
nity Development Program, Mr. An-
drew Mari, encouraged the trainees 
to utilise their new found knowledge 
not just to play local and foreign 
songs but if possible, to write their 

own songs as well which may pro-
mote Western Province culture, life-
style and its pristine flora and fauna, 
and be an artist we all can be proud of.
Ok Tedi Development Founda-
tion supports the 8 Women & Chil-
dren’s Associations’ 5 year de-
velopment plan which nurtures 
the skills and talents of the youth.
Since the intervention, there has 
been great interest from young 
people all over the province wanting 
to participate in the music trainings. 
OTDF Community Development 
Officer, Bala Karepa, says that it 
is their vision to see more young 
people get invloved in the train-
ings so that they move away from 
bad habits and build their character.  

One of the young boys being showed how to play multiple major chords on an 
acoustic guitar by trainer Richard

L-R; Executive Manager Michael Apollo, CR manager Kuam Senewai, North Fly MP James Donald
Below and far right; Joel Katop
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Purchase of Brand New Instruments for program
In an effort to set right the so-
cial misconceptions of youths 
in our society, 8 CMCA Wom-
en’s Associations through their 
5 year Development Plan have 
purchased musical instru-
ments for their youth programs.
Executives from the following as-
sociations of Nupmo, Tutuwe Ara, 
Nima Ara, Middle Fly, Suki Fly 
Gogo, Manawete, Kiwaba and 
Dudi, allocated a total of K88, 000 
for the purchase of instruments 
for the Youths Music Program. 
President for Middle Fly Wom-
en’s Association Ms. Charlotte 
Mathews said this was a signifi-
cant milestone and she only re-
quested for the youths to take 
care of these expensive assets.
She said not only do they add 
value to the program, they 
should also motivate them 
so that life can be rewarding 
when right choices are made.

“Please take ownership of these 
new instruments, they cost a 
huge sum of money and be mind-
ful that it is for all youths from the 
8 associations under the CMCA 
women and youths programs.

“What you learn from here 
please teach others especially 
your younger siblings” she said. 
During the presentation 
of the instruments to the 
youths, OTDF Deputy CEO Mr. 
Havini Vira complimented the 
women for this gesture in ac-
knowledging their young people.

“This is a milestone, since my 
time in OTDF, this recognition 
bestowed by the mothers of the 
associations to the youths is 
the highest ever given”, he said.
Mr Vira said the equipment 
and cables purchased to sup-
port the instruments were not 
ordinary but of studio grade 
that will produce quality sounds.

Mr. Vira challenged the youths to 
look beyond the training, and con-
sider their future opportunities in 
the Western Province. He said the 
opportunity is now to create mu-
sic and unearth the hidden talents 
in the youths of Western Province. 
He said if the mothers can make 
their dream become a real-
ity, the youths need to be em-
powered to achieve the same.
Eva Narok, a youth leader and Sec-
retary for the Tutuwe Women’s’ As-
sociation after the launch had the 
chance to attend the music training 
and was very grateful for the oppor-
tunity to be  one of the first youth to 
use the new instruments to learn 
the skills of reading and playing. 
She thanked her fellow participants 
and encouraged them to pursue 
their dreams in music no mat-
ter the circumstances they faced.

Representatives from the women’s associations, 
OTDF and the Youths launching the instruments

Some of the new gear 
set up during the 
music training sessions 
at the FRCC 
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About us

Ok Tedi Development Foundation 
Limited (OTDF) is a not for 
profit organisation, formed in 
2001 as part of the Community 
Mine Continuation Agreement 
(CMCA), enabling consent from 
the communities for the Ok Tedi 
Mine to continue operating. 

Following a review of the CMCA 
in 2006/2007, the Ok Tedi Fly River 
Development Program (OTFRDP) 
was registered as the Company’s 
trading name, paving the way for 
OTDF to operate independently of 
OTML from March 2010.

OTDF is a dynamic organisation 
mandated to mobilise funds and 
deliver sustainable projects into all 
6 Mine Villages & 8 CMCA Trust 
regions of the Western Province 
(Tutuwe, Wai Tri, Nupmo, Middle 
Fly, Suki Fly Gogo, Manawete, 
Kiwaba and Dudi).

649 5367 or 649 3716

team@otdfpng.org

www.otdfpng.org

For more about OTDF

This newsletter is produced 
by the OTDF Media & 
Communications Team 
to update and report on 
developments OTDF is  
implementing throughout 
CMCA regions of the Western 
Province. 

If you have any comments or 
feedback, please send them 
to Elijah.Elijah@otdfpng.org  
or Korok.Talakam@otdfpng.
org or call 649 5367

Like Us on Facebook

Time Out

Are we looking for rubbish?

Attention: Runner 068 yet to cross  finish line!

Masi keeping the OTDF front yard clean

Time out on the banks of the Ok Tedi River

KPele - What happended to all the water?

Jux on patrol - we should take his advice and recycle stuff Time out with our MP, Hon James Donald
www.facebook.com/otdfpng

Girl Power - OTML & OTDF on Fun Run day


