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Strengthen Health 
Partnership

ZIBO ZONGA fishing 
project for Middle Fly

Inside this issue:

In the Spot Light – Martinus Simon

Martinus taking stock 
of his store supplies

• Official opening of Community Learning Centres at Matkomnai and Bige
• Nima Ara basket and billum festival recognised by National Cultural
          Commission with certificate presented
• Middle Fly Communications Patrol Completed 
• Middle and South Mini-craft show hosted at Nakaku for SME marketing
• Presentation of Zibozonga Fishing proposal at Obo accepted by NFA. 
• K97,200 disbursed to 40 recipients from Tutuwe under the NDB credit 

scheme 
• K13,550 was paid out to 54 recipients from Nupmo which will be the final 

batch for this region – monitoring/repayment ongoing. 
• Adult Matriculation students collecting transcripts to apply to tertiary 
          institutions
• P&O has requested 4 x students to be selected for them to sponsor in 2020. 

OTDF HIGHLIGHTS IN BRIEF

DETERMINED by village 
obligations, a young man from 
Karemgo Village in the Middle 
Fly, has his sight on helping his 
family and village through his 
trade store. Martinus Simon start-
ed his business upon completing 
his High School studies.  Armed 
with business knowledge in Com-
merce from Primary and High 
School, a big determination and 
with just K500 from compo mon-
ey, he defied all odds and made 
his business a success. “Mi lusim 
hai skul na tingting olsem mi stap 

Kiunga bai mi gat planti hevi” Af-
ter leaving High School I decide 
to go to my village not to be a bur-
den. Initially he traded from his 
family home, but for convenience 
the villagers prompted him to set 
up a permanent standalone 
building for his business. He earns 
enough in a month and travels to 
Kiunga on his own dinghy to do 
banking and to reorder supplies 
at a much lower cost. He said the 
travels initially were quite 
expensive spending close to 
K400 for a single hire to 

travel. His knowledge in 
operating a trade store comes 
down to the basics of tallying his 
store goods and calculating 
income and expenditure. He said 
the secret to a trade store is 
simple, know what the villagers 
needs and wants.  Then buy and 
resell the “need items” as priority 
and the “wants” only as 
secondary which adds to the 
success.  “Mi no go kisim bik-
pla save long mekim bisinis, lik-

• 2 x engineering cadets (1 x female) will join deck cadets for seatime 
          training in November
• 2,500 eaglewood seedlings were distributed to Dudi region while 

Manawete villages received 2,040 seedlings; 1, 000 eaglewood seedlings 
from Samagos for Membok village.

• 222 eaglewood trees have been harvested from 27 villages and 66 
• growers, while 4.5kg of agar from 11 trees (mixture of grades) was used 

for distillation training 
• Tank 04 - Chlorination Unit and Installation testing completed.
• 3rd Quarter Board Meeting for 2019, marks the 50th meeting since the 

inception of Ok Tedi Development Foundation

CLC open for 
for all

continues on  page 4



THE OTDF Board which held its 
50th Board meeting on board MV 
Ms Rankin on the Fly River spent 
some time to meet with the Suki 
Fly Gogo community at Pukaduka 
1 village on August 25, 2019 as 
part of the OTDF Communications 
Patrol.The board flew to Gigwa 
airstrip in the Suki Fly Region and 
proceeded to Pukaduka 1 village 
where they were met by over 600 
community members. The 
purpose of the meeting was mainly 

to address issues and 
concerns relating to the current 
legal proceedings involving the 
Western Province People’s 
Dividend Trust Fund for the CMCA 
region and provide an update on 
MRCMCA. The OTDF Board 
Chairman, Musje Werror re-
sponded to all the questions which 
helped to clear a lot of confusion 
and misunderstandings in the 
community. He also took the op-
portunity to communicate OTDF’s 

plans for the CMCA Region and 
encouraged the community to set 
aside their differences and work 
together to develop their region. 
The community appreciated the 
visit by the OTDF Board. The 
OTDF board meets every 
quarter and the next board meet-
ing is planned to be held in the 
South Fly region in December co-
inciding with the South Fly 
Communications Patrol.

OTDF Board Meets with Suki Community
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OTDF Board Members and Associate Directors 
at Pukaduka 1 Village

1. OTDF Board Chairman Musje Werror addressing the community
2-3. Board Members share light moments with the villagers
4. OTDF CEO Ian Middleton addressing the Board Members before its 50th Meeting aboard MVMiss Rankin

1 2
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CMCA women want more  SME experience
THE CMCA women from Suki Fly Gogo, Middle Fly 
and North Fly had the honour of meeting Small to 
Medium Enterprise (SME). advocate, Ms Penny 
Burns from Australia. She is a long-time resident of 
PNG being here over 13 years, working with various 
companies including Asian Development Bank, In-
dependent Public Business Corporation (IPBC) and 
Monier Limited. She has qualifications in commerce 
and trade and has successfully advocated for PNG 
artisans and crafts from various regions of PNG on 
the global market.  She is currently the Executive 
Manager of PennyWise Consultants with over 100 
SME developed in PNG as well as in Australia. Her 
recent visit to the Middle Fly region to witness a mini 
craft show in August - put into perspective the chal-
lenges our CMCA artisans are facing to market their 
crafts. She did an informal data collection exercise 
during this craft show which showcased handcrafted 
bags, hats and other usual personal and household 
items.  A visit to nearby villages further proved that 
artisans from CMCA have a lot to offer but require 
guidance to prepare the crafts for the challenging na-
tional and international markets.“Internal exposure 
will only occur when national marketing of the crafts 
and their artisans are promoted regularly.” Informa-
tion as shared by Penny will act as the initial basis 
for OTDF M&E staff to develop a formal approach to 
collect data to analysis and provide a recommenda-

tion for programs and activities if not policies to pro-
mote rural artisans in the CMCA especially for both 
female and male entrepreneurs. Ms. Bala Tedumo a 
women leader and OTDF Officer responsible for North 
Fly Women’s programs said Ms Burns visit was timely 
as CMCA had creative artisans but needed support in 
marketing skills and knowledge. “We will workshop to 
the association members the requirements and also 
show what crafts can be sold on the international mar-
ket hence (be able) to prepare well to conform with 
international standards.” Ms. Burns said selling the 
crafts to a tourist is a one off sale which only happens 
at a certain time frame during visits. To earn a living 
and venturing into an SME business is far more com-
plex especially for artisans.  Starting with supply and 
demand, the artisan must find a niche market where he 
or she can sell the specially tailored crafts.  Only then 
can the artisan start to scale the business. She gave 
an example of three artisans whom she had secured 
international markets for, and from this experience 
said overseas buyers will only buy a product which 
pass quarantine guidelines and tailored for them. 
OTDF through its Business Development Department 
provides business advisory services to support SMES, 
Regional Women’s and Youth Associations to transi-
tion to full operational independence.

Woven mats and  a grass skirt displayed  at the mini craft show in Nakaku 

Suki baskets on display during the mini craft 
show at OTDF Nakaku Field Base
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Economic sustenance through fishing project
OTDF Staff checking net sizes used  by communities in the 
Middle Fly

THE long awaited Zibo Zonga 
Fishing project in the Middle Fly 
region of Western Province is 
taking shape. This was made 
possible through positive partner-
ship and dialogue with the Papua 
New Guinea National Fisheries 
Authority (PNGNFA) and OTDF’s 
Business Development Division. 
According to Business Develop-
ment Team leader, Mr. Gabriel Ko-
tona, a proposal to revive the proj-
ect was presented to the NFA last 
month and NFA came back with a 
positive response. “The National 
Fisheries Authority is very happy 
with our submission and has placed 
the Zibo Zonga Fishing project as 
one of its priority undertakings in 
the country,” Mr. Kotona said.  He 
also said that the PNGNFA is pro-
posing a counter funding venture of 
K500, 000 if all necessary require-
ments are properly 

documented during the initial 
feasibility studies.“We are carrying 
out feasibility studies in the twelve 
villages that have ownership of the 
fishing company. These are Kavi-
anaga, Obo, Owa, Levame, Kasa, 
Komovai, Aiambak, Wangawanga, 
Bosset, Manda, Mipan and Kuem,” 
Mr. Kotona added. Mr. Kotona said 
the feasibility study is concentrated 
around post-harvest documenta-
tion which will project adequate 
information on product type and 
costing.   “Initially we will locate a 
neutral area where the factory will 
be erected to provide market for 
the local fishing villages and at the 
same time establish satellite ice 
machines throughout the twelve vil-
lages powered by a hybrid power 
source.” This is in relation to NFA 
requirements for fish products to be 
stored in cooling systems that run 
on a 24 hour basis. 

The Middle Fly Trust chairman,  
Masola Abilo, also made a 
commitment of K300, 000 to sup-
port and get the project off the 
ground. “This is the project that my 
people have been waiting for and 
we really appreciate what OTDF is 
doing in terms of its progress,” he 
said. Most of the products will be 
exported to established domestic 
and international markets so that 
local fishermen benefit fully.
OTDF is committed to improve 
self-sustainability and quality of life 
of Western Province communities.  
With proven track record on 
effective and efficient implemen-
tation of development programs, 
strong partnerships, open and 
transparent communications with 
appropriate and accountable 
financial and operations support 
systems.

lik save mi gat 
lo school em mi 
usim na ronim 
bisnis, nogat lain 
kam givim mi 
displa save” I 
never furthered 
my education in 

business, it’s through simple sub-
jects in school which I use today 
to run my business. The trade 
store is his life insurance – it ca-
ters for his needs in the long run.  
He said prioritizing his obligations 
has given him directions, most of 
his profits are being saved for 
his children’s school fees and to 
fulfill bride price commitments.  
“Moni mi kisim long stor mi putim 

long bank blong sapotim mipla 
baihain taim na blong using natin 
em taim compo peiment em kam” 
The store creates its own money, 
the profits I save for my family’s 
future while the compo payments 
I use for my needs and everyday 
wants.He is married and has four 
wonderful children which he gives 
credit to his wife for the care she 
gives to them and support she 
gives to him.Today he is regarded 
as a model villager amongst his 
peers and his village community.
Apart from his trade store, he 
owns two outboard motors, a 
chain saw which is used for milling 
timber and a lawn mower which 
the community benefit from.

When asked about the agriculture 
opportunities coming to Western 
Province through the WestA-
gro  Master Plan, he said as a 
young person, he is open to op-
portunities. He encourages other 
young people to set out their fu-
ture goals and work hard to reach 
them - think less of receiving and 
act more on giving.

.............continued from page 1

Martinus and his children
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05                          www.otdfpng.org

OTDF and OTML Kiunga operations at CRP site 

AJ in the  Lab  -  “FODE & Adult Matriculation has made 
me achieve a lot in my life.”

Failure is not an option  - OTDF FODE Program
IT is always heartbreaking to see a student struggle in 
school and does not get good grades to allow him to 
continue to college.   Western Province students are 
no exception, as they are faced with challenging situ-
ations, be it financial, peer pressure, family obligations 
or just simply that the school is too far from home.  As 
a result, a good number of students are leaving school 
at grades 10 and 12. This was the case for now 26 year 
old AJ Anton from Kungim Village.  He completed Grade 
12 in 2012 in Port Moresby but did not meet the grade 
requirement for college due to peer pressure. In 2013, 
AJ applied and was supported by the Wai Tri Trust to 
upgrade his marks through FODE & Adult Matriculation 
program. 
He studied hard in order to fulfil his desire to get into 
college, find work and support his future. “Adult Ma-
triculation has made me achieve a lot in my life. It has 
made me progress onto Technical College which has 
made me who I am today,” he said. Now, he is currently 
employed as a Lab Technician with Ok Tedi Mining Lim-
ited (OTML) after joining in 2017.
AJ said failure or failing exams is not a vocabulary ap-
propriate for school dropouts.  The adult matriculation 
program allows the student to study the materials at 
home and on their own time and pace.  
Getting a pass mark will all depend on the student and 
how much time they invest to understand the course 
materials.  It did open doors for him and his peers, and 
can do the same for others also.
In 2017, the OTDF Community Education Services 
(CES) Team have developed FODE Policies and 
Guidelines, to expand operations, provide effective co-
ordination and transparent as well as accountable ser-
vice delivery. 
These are based on maximizing the benefit to the West-
ern Province communities, focusing on quality, commu-
nity support and improved academic results. At pres-
ent OTDF has established 10 Satellite Study Centres 
(SSC) with its own coordinators offering FODE and 
Adult Matriculation programs. 
The SSC’s are North Fly (Tabubil, 
Nigerum & Kiunga), Middle Fly (Bosset, Aiambak, & 
Kaviananga), and South Fly (Nakaku, Tapila, Kawiapo, 
& Daru).
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The  team in Obo preparing the RDT and anti malarial drugs  for distribution 
throughout villages in Middle Fly

MIDDLE Fly Women and their 
families were visited by the Rotary 
Against Malaria (RAM) in August 
under their National Malaria & Con-
trol Program. The patrol was led by 
Mr. Denzel Polly the RAM Regional 
Malaria Coordinator for Gulf and 
Western Province, with the support 
of the Middle Fly Women’s Asso-
ciation and Ok Tedi Development 
Foundation (OTDF). 
“Sharing and working together in 
such a partnership maximises 
outcomes and a wider scope 
coverage,” Mr. Polly said.
He said the patrol was to distribute 
malaria supplies such as Rapid Di-
agnostic Test Kits (RDTs) and anti-
malaria drugs such as Mala 1 and 
Primaquine. “On this patrol I also 
ran refresher trainings for local 
health workers on RDTs and also 
supplied ANC nets for pregnant 
mothers,” he said. The RAM has 
been working with the National De-
partment of Health and other part-
ners in an effort to test, treat and 
track malaria outbreaks through-
out the country. “Most of what we 
are doing now is subjected to the 
World Health Organisation’s stan-
dards of practice.” In support of the 
recent distribution exercise, Middle 
Fly Women’s Association Public 
Officer, Raymond Walo, said the 
opportunity to work with such part-
ners was rewarding.
“The association alone cannot 
address all concerns and issues af-
fecting women and children in the 
region, therefore such partnership 
does really help in delivering vital 
services,” he said. Mr Walo added 
that such 
consultations helps minimise 

duplication of work and saves 
money and effort. Mr Polly and Mr 
Walo distributed more than 1000 
nets and anti-malarial medication to 
health facilities throughout the Mid-
dle Fly region during the patrol.
OTDF supports partnerships with 
various organizations in the deliv-
ery of health, education, social, and 
economic services as well as infra-
structure.  It maintains field bases 
strategically placed in the North Fly 
region (3), Middle Fly Region (2) and 
South Fly Region (3) which services 
158 villages throughout the year.

Malaria rapid diagnostic test strips

Middle Fly receive Anti Malarial supplies 

Natural mosquito repellents.
They are common plants 
which can be grown. 



but to be selective and keep a catch 
which is within the safe catch range.”
He said the age, size and weight 
of the fish determines the sex of 
the fish which locals did not know 
of in the past or just ignore.  Over 
harvesting for a quick cash or due to 
local’s lack of knowledge and limited 
information of this fish species could 
lead to the decline in its population 
and to the extreme may force it’s 
extinction.  Mr. Yarrao and the OTDF 
patrol team said that they will include 
this in their awareness patrols 
going forward and will endeavor to 
seek assistance from the National 
Fisheries Authority and the Fly 
River Provincial Government to 
ensure measures are put in place to 
control net fishing. OTDF promotes 
livelihood programs to communities 
within the CMCA area.  They are 
currently working on the Zibo Zonga 
Fishing Project in the Middle Fly 
region and the Delta Fisheries 
Project in the South Fly. 
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Over  f ishing threatens Barramundi 
numbers in  Western Province
THE barramundi is an icon of the 
Fly River in Western Province 
region prized by recreational 
fishers for its taste, size and fighting 
spirit. They can grow up to 200 cm 
in length and weigh up to 60 kg. 
During their lifecycle, they change 
sex from male to female as they 
mature.  They are all born as male 
and become sexually mature as 
males at about three to four years 
of age.  However from about five 
to six years old and about 80cm in 
length with the aid of salt water, its 
biological makeup causes the fish 
to become a female.  The change 
in tides causing salty water from 
the sea to enter the Fly River 
makes this phenomenon possible 
for the fish to remain in its habitat 
while transitioning from male to 
female. Barramundis are assumed 
to be in abundance in the Fly River, 
however the scary truth today is 
that they may actually be fewer 
than we think.  The change in 

fishing methods recently introduced, 
from a hook and line to using of nets 
has improved the catch ratio per 
day for a villager along the Fly River.  
Unfortunately, this is to the detriment 
of the barramundi’s population.A 
local who asked anonymity said “in 
Suki the daily catch can reach over 
20 barramundi per person. They 
cut out the air bag for selling at the 
Indonesian border and at times 
just leave the carcass in the water 
since it is too heavy for the canoe.  
Only the airbag is highly sought 
for on the overseas black market 
for its supposed pharmaceutical 
properties.” OTML Environment 
Officer Markson Yarrao told the 
villagers along the river during the 
recent OTDF Communications 
Patrol in the Middle Fly area in 
August – that over fishing using nets 
could soon deplete the Barramundi 
population. “This community 
awareness (campaign) is not to put 
a stop on fishing for a night’s meal 

Young men from Suki with their 
last catch before sunset. Picture by 
M. Daniel, OTDF M&E assistant

1. Markson Yarrao talking to Owa  villagers about Barramundi stock
2. Air bags, at removal (Top Right ) 
3. Air bags being dried 

1

2

3
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Lower OK Tedi people celebrate 
opening of Community Learning 
Centre at BIGE

THE opening of the Community 
Learning Center (CLC)  is a histori-
cal moment for Nima Ara and Tu-
tuwe Ara Women’s Association as it 
signifies the completion of key infra-
structure programs earmarked un-
der their 5 Year Development Plan 
2019-2023.  
They have identified CLC and re-
quested OTDF to design them as 
multi-purpose buildings to use as 
a facility for planning, training and 
capacity building.
Spokesperson for Bige women Ms. 
Yurita Pyau said they have longed 
for such projects in the past, remi-
niscing on the passing of their 
chairlady. It was a setback for the 
previous administration which 
became a challenge to us and is 
now delivered. 
She said the CLC would be a leg-
acy of their late chairlady and was 
very thankful, “Mipla hamamas tete, 
tenkyu stret OTDF”.
Nima Ara Women’s Association 
President Mrs. Ruth Ukin said “in 
the past, capacity building pro-
grams in the Lower Ok Tedi region 
were conducted in Church build-
ings, inside community halls or un-
der residential houses.” 
This is no longer the case going for-
ward she said “since we now have 
a permanent building.”
Mrs. Ukin said “this center will bring 
learning to the communities door-
step, improve the livelihood of the 
people through skills training, raise 
the outlook of the village, and have 
their women and youths who are 

willing learners, to be part of the de-
velopment process in their 
community and Western Province 
as a whole.”
She continued to say that many 
issues hindered the project includ-
ing land ownership and lack of co-
operation among leaders & commu-
nities where the CLC is to be built 
on.  That is why I am very thankful 
that this project has been complet-
ed during my term.  While thanking 
everyone involved in the project, 
she challenged the community to 
take good care of the CLC so that 
it can benefit not only this genera-
tion but also the next generations to 
come. 

She said for Nima Ara to get this 
building built at Bige, it needed 
constant support, so she thanked 
the OTDF for making their dream 
become a reality.  The second 
learning center opened this year 
was funded by the Tutuwe Ara 
Women’s association located in 
Matkomnae Village. The learning 
centers were designed by OTDF 
Infrastructure team and was pre-
fabricated in Port Moresby for easy 
deployment.  All CLCs are identi-
cal and include solar power for free 
electricity and a 5,000-liter tank for 
water supply using the building roof 
to capture rain.  Total cost for each 
CLC is about PGK328,000.

Opening Ceremony - Community Learning 
Centers in Bige and Matkomnae

Ruth Ukin Nima Ara President (centre) and the women and children of 
Lower Ok Tedi



Opening Ceremony - Community Learning 
Centers in Bige and Matkomnae
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About us

Ok Tedi Development Foundation 
Limited (OTDF) is a not for 
profit organisation, formed in 
2001 as part of the Community 
Mine Continuation Agreement 
(CMCA), enabling consent from 
the communities for the Ok Tedi 
Mine to continue operating. 

Following a review of the CMCA 
in 2006/2007, the Ok Tedi Fly River 
Development Program (OTFRDP) 
was registered as the Company’s 
trading name, paving the way for 
OTDF to operate independently of 
OTML from March 2010.

OTDF is a dynamic organisation 
mandated to mobilise funds and 
deliver sustainable projects into all 
6 Mine Villages & 8 CMCA Trust 
regions of the Western Province 
(Tutuwe, Wai Tri, Nupmo, Middle 
Fly, Suki Fly Gogo, Manawete, 
Kiwaba and Dudi).

649 5367 or 649 3716

team@otdfpng.org

www.otdfpng.org

For more about OTDF

This newsletter is produced 
by the OTDF Media & 
Communications Team 
to update and report on 
developments OTDF is  
implementing throughout 
CMCA regions of the Western 
Province. 

If you have any comments or 
feedback, please send them 
to Elijah.Elijah@otdfpng.org  
or Korok.Talakam@otdfpng.
org or call 649 5367

Like Us on Facebook

Time Out

Middle  Fly Patrol team members in Wangawanga Village

Time out on the river- Lester and friends

OTDF staff promoting SME’s in Western Province

OTDF Patrol Team 2, with Miss Rankin Ship Captain Silas

Nakaku Field Base Coordinator R.Geleteip  , in action

Aiambak field base team with E.Max from  Kiunga Penny (R) in Nakaku, Suki
www.facebook.com/otdfpng

Out and about along the Aiambak Highway


