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Three sailors 
get certified

Model farming 
in North Fly

Inside this issue:

Improved rubber 
tapping 

The future of rubber in the CMCA corridor

Guniyesu Mabari (right) with Pukaduka 1 villagers 
receiving rubber tapping tips from agro expert, Mr. 
Buu. 

THE skies are always gloomy in June as the start of the 
rainy season begins.  It always rain throughout the night 
until the morning but we tend to see the sun more often 
today than we did last year. 

Guniyesu Mabari – Kiru Village Planning Com-
mittee (VPC) chairman, in Middle Fly re-
gion however have more concerns on his mind.   
He and his constituent farmers have hectares of 
land planted with rubber that are ready for tapping.   

They have waited many years for them to grow, maintained 
them and were very hopeful – but the low price for rubber 
is not in their favour. He said, “Our problem is selling the 
rubber.  We usually wait up to a year to sell our raw sap col-
lected (cup lump) from rubber trees and this is challenging 
for myself and other farmers”.  

Middle Fly region has no road access to Kiunga town where 
the rubber factory is located, making transport very difficult 
and costly.  Currently, the only viable mode of transport for 
the rubber is by dinghies and boats on the river network.  
South Fly is even worse since it is further down river and 
exacerbated by tidal movements. 

Over the past 3 years, people from the CMCA region 
have experienced this hardship which is slowly crippling 

their economy and much more their faith in agribusiness.  
OTDF in its effort to address the fast dipping rubber price 
established Fly Rubber in 2016, initially to compete on the 
purchase of rubber cup lump for sale on the international 
market.  

The agronomic and environmental conditions in the prov-
ince are highly conducive to rubber tree cultivation, how-
ever, the processing and logistic challenges have proven 
prohibitive for the rubber industry in the 
province. 

Thus, the question of how to better manage this sector and 
its associated viability has remained a major concern for 
the provincial decision makers and associated stakehold-
ers. 

The review led by Mr. Jonathan Spencer from Israel and 
Mr. Vo Nguyen Buu as the technical rubber advisor from 
Vietnam, was culminated by the actual field visits and 
series of interviews with all the stakeholders in the 
industry - not just in Western Province but the whole of 
PNG through the Rubber Board of PNG. 
 
The report is expected to be completed and finalized by 
end of July and a summary of which will be featured in Fly 
Breeze next issue.
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OTDF Highlights in brief

* Trust yard i-care completed

* Completion of 2 Women’s 

   Learning centres in Bige and 

   Matkomnae

* Delivery on site of piping 

   materials for STP Project 

* Delivery of 10 water tanks to

   Middle Fly villages 

* Asset Verification on all field  

  bases  completed 

* Completion of Audit field work by 

   Pini Accountants for all Trust 

   Companies

* Notable improvement on safety 

  standards at project sites 

Treasure life-long lessons 

Rubber source bush at the OTDF Field Base, 
Samagos, North Fly District of Western Province 

Sharlyn Kumura, 46, farms rubber 
and eaglewood, in her Kiru Village, 
Middle Fly.
She is widowed with five children who 
are all hands-on farmers on their huge 
plantations.
Kumura said this was a legacy of her 
late husband, an agricultural
extension officer or didiman.
This helped her to move on in life with 
agriculture as her support.
“We were given rubber trees and 
eaglewood from previous programs, 
which we were left to grow and care 
for ourselves, but thanks to my late 
husband, his knowledge lives on with 
me and my two younger children who 
are with me currently.”
She was among many local rubber 
farmers who were interviewed when 
Vietnamese rubber farm expert Mr. Vo 
Nguyen Buu visited the region.
For Mrs Kumura, this was a breath of 
fresh air. 
She has been tending a hectare of 
rubber and a hectare of eaglewood 
trees with what little knowledge she 
has.
She said some of the knowledge 
received from Mr Buu brought hope 
for them.

She thanked OTDF and Innovative 
Agro Industries for bringing an expert 
and providing up-to- date 
information and technical expertise in 
rubber block maintenance procedures 
and tapping.
OTDF in partnership with Innovative 
Agro Industries (IAI) have 
commissioned an independent 
rubber review for the Western 
province in light of the low demand of 
the product in the world market and 
the high transport costs in the region. 
More on the independent rubber 
review will be posted on Fly Breeze in 
the next issue.

WESTERN Province will partner with 
Israelis to help local farmers find 
markets for their agro products.
This was the message received by a 
local farmer in the North Fly District of 
Western Province.
Tiomnai farmer, Mr Siniyer Diaike is 
one local who is keen on adopting in-
novative agricultural methods in his 
farm. He has a hectare of rice which 
he and his family planted early this 
year.  They are also keen on venturing 
into corn and vanilla farming.
He said the rice seeds were provided 
by North Fly MP James Donald to 
encourage self-sustainable agriculture 
in the province, starting in North Fly 
and then throughout the province.
Mr. Diaike said land was available and 
after seeing the potential of rice 
development, he decided to farm it on 
a larger scale. He said the land was 
only used for subsistence gardening, 
but with the West Agro Plan in place, 

he wants to plant more to increase his 
yield.

“Em rais mipla planim taim mipla harim 
olsem bai gat bikpla mill na ples blong 
salim stap long Samagos.
“Mi gat save long planim vanilla, bifo mi 
bin planinm na mi ken planim gen.”

The OTDF executive management 
recently visited Mr. Diaike’s farm after 
learning of his rice field.
The CEO for OTDF Mr. Ian Middleton 
told Mr. Diaike that the extractive 
resource industry has a limited lifespan, 
unlike agriculture which can be 
sustained. The visit was to strengthen 
community partnership and also inform 
the Diaike family of the West Agro Plan, 
a vision to not only bring the market 
closer to the people but also to provide 
technical support, potential employment 
opportunities and ultimately money into 
their pockets.
The West Agro Master Plan intends to 
build 3 commercial entities specializing 
on 3 different commodities.  Fly Vanilla 
in North Fly, Fly Rice in Middle Fly and 
Fly Cocoa in South Fly – all inside the 
CMCA corridor initially.  An agro 
industrial center will be created for each 
of these entities to help cater for its 
commercial needs as well as support 
the farmers within each region.

Diaike Family of  Tiomnai in their green houseA demonstration of proper rubber tapping techniques Mrs. Kumura was happy to learn new ideas

Women farmers of Tiomnai Village, 
Kiunga, Western Province, ready to 
plant rice

Model  farming in  Tiomnai  v i l lage 

Siniyer  Diaike (centre) and his family in their rice  field at Tiomnai village

A cardboard version of the measuring template used  to 
mark and  tap rubber

Mr. Buu tries the modified mode of moving the rubber 
by rolling using a cane 
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contributed in all aspects to creating 
this avenue for them to pursue 
maritime studies.
“On behalf of our colleges, our 
families and our clansmen, we 
would like to thank the OTDF
for carrying on with the cadet 
recruitment program.
It is really encouraging students to 
not only work hard but believe in 
their dreams.”
According to Johnson, many young 
people in the province are realising 
the importance of furthering their 
education, however, he says many 
don’t have that opportunity.
“There is so much that young 
people want to do in building the 
type of future they want, but there is 
very few opportunities available to 
them,” he added.
He said most resources in the 
province are becoming scarce and 
the population is always growing.
“With the limited resources we have 
we must prioritise and build our 
human resources to the best of their 
potential.”
Tady’s father who was present 
to witness his son’s achievement 
expressed great appreciation for 
what OTDF was doing to help local 
youths.
“What the OTDF is doing is very 
timely as we prepare ourselves to 
be more independent and
self-reliant,” Mr Roy said.

THREE more cadets have been 
added to the records of Ok Tedi 
Development Foundation’s OTDF) 
scholarship support program.
The cadets recently received their 
Certificate of Compliance (COC) 
from the PNG Maritime College in 
Madang Province.
Johnson Inanim, 29, from Migalsim 
(Mine Village) in the North Fly 
District; Tady Roy, 25, from Tureture 
in the South Fly; and Paul Samgure, 
29, from Gisa village in the South 
Fly are the recent recipients of the 
program.
Paul Samgure started at the PNG 

Maritime College (PNGMC) in 2014 
as a Deck Cadet in Mate Class 5 
and made his way up to Mate Class 
3 after four years of studying.
Tady Roy took up Engineering Class 
1 at the PNGMC in 2014 and made 
his way up to Class 4 also after four 
years of studying.
Johnson Inanim was recruited and 
commenced his training as a Deck 
Cadet Mate Class 1 at the Maritime 
College in 2014. After four years of 
studies he made it up to Mate Class 
3.
He spoke on behalf of the three, 
expressing gratitude to all who had 

AT first glance timber from an 
Eaglewood tree (above inset) looks 
like an ordinary log for use as house 
posts or firewood.  In colour, shape 
or size they are no different on the 
outside.  But the inside tells all the 
difference.
Eaglewood trees form Agar, a 
natural substance highly sought for 
in the perfume, cosmetics and 
medicine industry.  In the wild 
between 3% and 7% of all 
Eaglewood trees will form this 
special resin hence it is a scare 
commodity.
It has been six long years since 
OTDF through its Livelihood 
Development Program (LDP) started 
the germination of imported 
Eaglewood seeds and eventual 
distribution to farmers within the 
CMCA corridor.  
2018 marked the start of the 
inoculation process which, when 
done properly, drastically increases 
the rate at which the Eaglewood will 
produce resin from 3% to 95% 
probability.  Inoculation process takes 
between 8 -12 months depending on 
the size of tree and other conditions.  
At least 500 trees were inoculated as 
a test group from all three regions in 
the province.
This year marks the end of the long 
and arduous wait, for both our 
farmers and OTDF.   The LDP team is 
excited to see that Agar have formed 
so far on all the cut trees which were 
inoculated. 
While the inoculation process was 
ongoing, OTDF have placed an 

order for a special distillation 
machinery specifically made for 
Eaglewood.  This will convert the 
wooden Agar chips into pure oil.  By 
adding this process, OTDF believes 
that it will be able to give more value to 
the farmers.  It will also be able to 
confirm the quality and purity of the 
Agar which ultimately determines the 
price of this commodity.
Three selected OTDF officers will be 
trained on the distillation process 
during the last week of July.  LDP 
Officer, Kerea Pele, who will be among 
them said, “We need to actually 
extract the oil from the agarwood and 
examine (it) according to quality.  This 
will enable us to put a price on (the) 
wood harvested.”
After the distillation process, the Agar 
chips as well as the extracted oil will 

be presented to local and 
international partners who have 
signified their intent to buy these 
products.  These will be sold under 
the Fly Eaglewood brand as was 
conceptualized at the onset.  
Consideration has also been made 
for its inclusion on the West Agro 
Holdings as a separate and distinct 
commercial entity to serve the whole 
of Western Province.
In December 2016, OTDF have 
secured a 25-year patent license 
agreement for PNG Cultivated 
Agarwood kit technology otherwise 
known as the inoculation process.  If 
the world market price for Agar 
products continue to hold, farmers in 
the area will greatly benefit from this 
project for many years to come.

Harvested Eaglewood from Dande 1, 
North Fly District 

Status update on Eaglewood

L-R: Paul Samgure, Johnson Inanim & Tady Roy.

  Building the human resource in Western   

LDP officers prepare eaglewood harvested from Dande 1 The presentation pictures by OTDF Education Staff and Executives
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for the Western Provincial
Administration under the Division of 
Agriculture and livestock.
After three years toiling the Nomad 
soil, he was recalled by his employ-
er, the Provincial Government, to 
Kiunga based at the Samagos DPI 
Station where he planted the original 
rubber source bush in the North Fly 
region. It was tough and challenging 
and at times he had to use his own 
family to assist due to limited farm 
hands. In a moment of reflection, he 
emotionally told of this struggle.
It was from here in 1998 that the 
Ok Tedi Mining Limited (OTML) em-
ployed him to further facilitate the 
distribution of and propagation of 
rubber trees throughout the mine im-
pact areas within the province.
The formation of Ok Tedi Develop-
ment Foundation (OTDF) in 2010 
gave him an opportunity to
progress in community development 
work until his retirement this year at 
age 50.

In parting he said: “I encourage all 
officers and management to con-
tinue to focus and serve our
communities with commitment, 
dedication, and to be honest to the 
people. “Those are the values that 
will empower us to diligently serve 
the communities.”
He thanked the OTDF family and 
the whole CMCA community for the 
support extended to him and his 
family throughout his stay.
Mr Dasa spent 25 years of his 
career in Western Province, five 
with the Provincial Government and 
20 with Ok Tedi.
His career with Ok Tedi started as 
field extension officer specialising 
in agriculture and rubber tree culti-
vation, later heading the Program 
Services Operations department 
and most recently as the Manger for 
Public Relations.  He will be missed 
by his OTDF family and the commu-
nity alike.

TOUCHING the hearts of the peo-
ple is a unique power which special 
souls only possess.
This is the tale of one such soul – 
Mr. Belden Dasa.
Mr Dasa arrived in Ningerum Station 
in 1994 as an agriculturalist.
From Okapa District in Eastern High-
lands, Mr Dasa was one of a few 
who introduced subsistence farming 
and rubber propagation in the prov-
ince and the CMCA region.
During his recently held emotional 
farewell reception, he humorously 
described his arrival as a nightmare.
 “I was a new comer. I was 25 when I 
arrived at a deserted airstrip with no 
recognisable person in site adorn-
ing DAL insignia or the famous yel-
low coloured vehicle to pick me up” 
he said. He was a bit scared at the 
time because he did not know any-
body in the area and the person who 
should pick him up did not arrive on 
time.  This he said remains fresh like 
a memory of yesterday.
“I waited from midday to sunset,” he 
continued. Mr Dasa said it was chal-
lenging at first as a highlander to 
cope with the heat of the Southern 
region, as well as the nomadic 
lifestyle of the people. But life for 
him gained its momentum in his field 
and at a personal level. Mr. Dasa 
moved from Ningerum Station to 
Nomad where he and his wife were 
blessed with their first child, a son. 
From there young Belden practiced 
his trade, as an agricultural officer 

Long-serving staff farewells Western Province

Mr. Dasa showing Jonathan (R) from IAI the rubber source bush
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Tiomnai rice farminng

Prime Minister of Papua New Guinea James 
Marape welcomed at Kiunga airport  OTML 
and OTDF Executives

AS the West Agro Plan takes shape, 
the government of the day pushes 
for more involvement by the locals in 
agriculture.
The 8th Prime Minister of Papua 
New Guinea, James Marape, during 
his inaugural visit to Kiunga and 
Tabubil, supported the initiative by 
the Provincial Government in 
improving access to domestic and 
international markets for agriculture 
produce, livestock and fish in the 
province.
Mr Marape said this when receiving 
the Western Province Five-Year 
Development Plan from 
Governor Taboi Awi Yoto in June.
He said investing in infrastructure 
development to promote agriculture 
and livestock should be a immediate 
priority for all provinces in PNG.
Mr Marape told the crowd gathered 
at the Kiunga public oval that it is 
time to do away with the mentality of 
relying on mineral resources and to 
start working the land.

“The feeling of being left out is na-
tionwide for all resource rich prov-
inces and it is time to change
this,” he said.
In a recent visit to the Department 
of Agriculture and Livestock in Port 
Moresby, Mr Marape told the staff 
he believed agriculture would rescue 
this country.
“By 2025, Papua New Guinea must 
be the Food Basket for the Asia 
Pacific. 
By 2025, no more imports, or even 
half the current import of food such 
as rice must be down by half in 2022.
Copra, cocoa, and similarly rubber, 
needs to increase its productions to 
100,000 tonnes by 2022.”
Eight years in the making, the OTDF 
Board commissioned Innovative 
Agro Industries to develop an agri-
business Master Plan for the prov-
ince in November 2017 which was 
consequently endorsed by the Fly 
River Provincial Government, CMCA 
Syndicate & Advisory Committee 

and the OTDF Board before launch-
ing on the 23rd of November at the 
Cassowary Hotel in Kiunga.
Better known as the West Agro 
Master Plan or West Agro, it 
incorporates all key components 
required to revolutionise and drive 
agricultural productivity across the 
region.  This is through a vision for 
a single commodity per region which 
are commercially viable, with high 
price to weight ratio, long shelf life 
and do not require refrigeration.  The 
success of the master plan may very 
well indeed dictate the future of the 
region and could alter the 
perception of everyone in terms of 
development.

PM: Western Province 5 year Development 
Plan launched

Mr. Dasa on his last outing at the Samagos rubber block source bush, DPI station  he 
helped establish.

North Fly AIC land survey 

IAI visit to Samagos site for the first 
AIC

Mr. Buu at the Samagos eaglewood nursery
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Time Out

The ball is confused which foot to run to!

Spot the ball

Yu refim gem pas, bihain yumi senis

OTDF crew on a visit to the CRP site at Ok Ningi

Miles smiles for the camera

Stingray goalie tok,  yu fit kam kisim! While waiting for the plane to arrive at Gigwa

Nice shot, Boss!
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About us

Ok Tedi Development Foundation 
Limited (OTDF) is a not for 
profit organisation, formed in 
2001 as part of the Community 
Mine Continuation Agreement 
(CMCA), enabling consent from 
the communities for the Ok Tedi 
Mine to continue operating. 

Following a review of the CMCA 
in 2006/2007, the Ok Tedi Fly River 
Development Program (OTFRDP) 
was registered as the Company’s 
trading name, paving the way for 
OTDF to operate independently of 
OTML from March 2010.

OTDF is a dynamic organisation 
mandated to mobilise funds and 
deliver sustainable projects into all 
6 Mine Villages & 8 CMCA Trust 
regions of the Western Province 
(Tutuwe, Wai Tri, Nupmo, Middle 
Fly, Suki Fly Gogo, Manawete, 
Kiwaba and Dudi).

649 5367 or 649 3716

team@otdfpng.org

www.otdfpng.org

For more about OTDF

This newsletter is produced 
by the OTDF Media & 
Communications Team 
to update and report on 
developments OTDF is  
implementing throughout 
CMCA regions of the Western 
Province. 

For further communication 
call, 649 5367 or email:
Elijah.Elijah@otdfpng.org  & 
Korok.Talakam@otdfpng.
org

Like Us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/otdfpng


