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Work hard says 
VPC Chairman

More than just 
a home

Inside this issue:

Manawete - Clean 
water for everyone 

PERSERVERANCE, commitment and drive to see improved 
living standards in one’s community were the main factors in 
the recently hosted Road show for the nine Women’s 
Associations of the eight Community Mine Continuation 
Agreement (CMCA) regions and the six mine villages from 
the Star Mountains of Western Province. 
Themed ‘Empowering Women to be Development Partners’, 
the road show held on 23rd of  May was to promote the 
women’s development programs and to seek fi nancial and 
technical support from interested development partners.
According to the OTDF Manager  Program Services 
Sustainable Development Department (PSSD) Mr. Erick 
Kuman, the road show was to show case what Western 
women from the Mine Villages and the CMCA corridor were 
doing to improve the livelihood of their communities. 
The one-day event saw presentations of programs which 
highlighted the notable improvements in health, education, 
agriculture and economic activities which were helping the 
women and youths gain meaningful skills to help themselves. 
The highlights during the presentation were the investments 
made by the 9 associations in the transport, real-estate and 
hotel industries. 
 It also identifi ed the gaps in social development and law and 
order matters within their respective regions and Western 

Province as a whole. 
Over 30 development partners attended and congratulated 
the Women for staging a successful event with many 
expressing their interest and pledging their support in various 
capacities for these programs. 
Presenters during the Road Show were Chairman of OTDF 
and Deputy CEO for OTML Musje Werror, Executive 
Manager for Program Services Havini Vira, Manager for 
Program Services Sustainable Erick Kuman, Charlotte 
Mathews president for Middle Fly and Bala Tedumo women 
leader and OTDF Team Leader for the women programs. 

CMCA Women get overwhelming CMCA Women get overwhelming 
response from development partners response from development partners 
after presentations at Road Show after presentations at Road Show 
2019   2019   

Anglicare PNG Inc.  display during the CMCA women’s road show 2019Anglicare PNG Inc.  display during the CMCA women’s road show 2019
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OTDF HighlightsOTDF Highlights
in briefin brief

• Successful hosting of  Road Show by 
9 CMCA Women Associations in POM 
inviting development partners. 
Excellent turnout with OTDF Board 
Chairman and 9 Women Presidents in 
attendance. Presentations were eye 
opener for many on what OTDF is doing 
in Mine impact areas in Western 
Province.

• CMCA Women launched their Revised 
Action Plan 2019-2023 as a guide to 
implement their development plans.

• 39 Nupmo Youths and Women 
graduate from Personal Viability Level 1 
Training completed in Tabubil 

• FODE Tablets as launched last month 
has commenced distribution, fi rst 100 
Tablets almost sold out.

• 86 MF Women received their loans 
and a total of K276,595 was paid to 
various business outlets to disburse 
goods to all the recipients to start on 
their project

• Financial Literacy training was 
conducted by BSP Bank in partnership 
with OTDF for 35 Wai Tri women who 
received their loans from NDB. The 
training will assist them on budgeting, 
book keeping and savings.

• Transfer of  7 Titles from Flood Plains 
Limited to Middle Fly Investment Limited 
have been completed.

• Refurbishment of Trust rental 
properties in POM done and ready for 
leasing. Real estate agent is now 
looking for interested clients.

• Trust Administration nearing conclusion 
of the scanning and e-fi ling and storage 
at Laydown.

• CMCA South Fly – SFWCP, Saguane 
and Iasa - WCB and Tank instalments 
Completed. 

VPC- Serving with passionVPC- Serving with passion

Middle Fly VPC Chairmen’s meeting in AiambakMiddle Fly VPC Chairmen’s meeting in Aiambak

A Village Planning Committee (VPC) 
Chairman says being an active leader 
is a driving factor to delivering projects 
at the community level.
Mr. Francis Kumin of Moian village 
said this during the fi rst Middle Fly 
VPC Meeting for this year in Aiambak, 
Western Province. 
He is one of the longest serving VPC 
chairman in the Middle Fly region, 
crediting his community for their 
support and confi dence in him 
serving them for the past 15 years.  
“It’s all about earning the trust of your 
community” he said. 
They voted for you, you have to fi nd 
means and ways or sacrifi ce personal 
time and assets to deliver.  
I make many sacrifi ces, and I make 
long distance travels by dinghy to 
Kiunga to make sure I deliver what my 
community has asked of me. I do this 
because of the love for this job as the 
VPC chairman, and for my people.”  
Mr Kumin said he was fi rst elected 
chairman in 2004 and his proven work 
had him re-elected in 2009, and again 
in 2015. 
As chairman, he has so far delivered 
a church building project, a tractor for 
agricultural purposes, school projects, 
hospital upgrade project and 
eaglewood seedlings under the 

Livelihood Program. 
“The church is the biggest project I 
had accomplished through the Village 
Development Funding (VDF) and 
Trust support.”  
He said consistency in leadership 
also played a vital role in delivering 
projects. 
Mr Kumin said funding availability 
and its allocation towards sustainable 
projects, especially in agriculture and 
livelihood, should be the main 
concern at the leadership level during 
VPC meetings. 
“I brought projects using the VDF and 
the trust funds, but recently these 
funds are in the red,” he said. 
He is urging the current trustees and 
the MF Trust to fi nd alternate funding 
sources or technical assistance from 
outside sources other than OTML. 
“My community can only do what they 
can to support the projects with labour 
and provision of meals, but it all 
depends on the Trustees and the MF 
Trust to source other means of 
support from development partners” 
he said. The VPC Chairmen’s 
meeting is an Ok Tedi Development 
Foundation (OTDF) sanctioned 
function  under Program Services 
Department. 

Francis Kumin (r) receiving his light vessel safety gearFrancis Kumin (r) receiving his light vessel safety gear VPC Chairmen having their meeting at AiambakVPC Chairmen having their meeting at Aiambak
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T h e  h o u s e  t h a t  c a r e s  f o r  o t h e r s T h e  h o u s e  t h a t  c a r e s  f o r  o t h e r s 

Mrs. Mokede KanareMrs. Mokede Kanare
Kwiroknai Village Kwiroknai Village 
Health VolunteerHealth Volunteer

NOTHING can repay a life lost, and 
credit should be given to those who 
save lives. 
This is a story of 59-year-old 
grandmother Mokede Kanare. 
She is a simple, ordinary woman 
with an extraordinary job. She is a 
Village Health Volunteer (VHV), the 
closest thing to a medical offi cer in 
remote Kwiroknai Village - a two 
and a half hour drive out of Kiunga 
town, in North Fly District, Western 
Province.From her humble home, 
she attends to minor medical 
issues, promotes healthy living and 
advocates for family planning in 
her rural community. Mrs Kanare 
is a certifi ed VHV, having received 
her training under from OTML and 
OTDF in 2002 and 2003. She is 
trained in antenatal care, 
immunization, minor medical 
problems, medical emergencies 
and family planning. It is her 
passion to deliver babies safely, 
giving her best in every delivery 

to ensure that the baby is born alive 
and healthy.  
In her quest, she also gives new 
and child bearing mothers advice on 
proper baby care, hygiene and family 
planning. To better serve her 
community, Mrs Kanare requested 
through her Trust for funds for a 
permanent modern family house .
In March this year, OTDF, through 
its Trust Program and PSO, made 
her wish come true by granting over 
K22,000 to a local builder to 
construct a modern 3-bedroom 
house. The completed project was 
opened in May this year, much to 

the delight of locals and the children 
whom she helped to deliver over the 
years. Speaking during the opening 
of her home, Mrs Kanare said she 
realised that she needed a 
permanent location to carry out her 
work, instead of moving around to 
assist pregnant women deliver their 
babies. 
Despite administrative issues such 
as not receiving any pay for the work 
she has done since 2002 nor 
support in terms of medical supplies, 
Mrs Kanare continues to help the 
women in her community by 
providing the necessary medical 
advice they need to keep 
themselves and their families healthy 
and safe from preventable diseases.  
“Mi no kisim wanpla singol toea long 
wok mi mekim, deti wok, mi no 
askim long moni, mi wok 17 yias 
pinis natin” she said. 
Mrs. Kanare has so far delivered 14 
babies and works to ensure many 
more are given the chance to live, 
and become persons of infl uence 
someday. 
Unsung heroes like Mrs. Kanare 
deserve recognition and support for 
the work they do, for the betterment 
of this country.Mokede’s Legacy - These are some  of  the children she has delivered, who call her bubu (grandmother) todayMokede’s Legacy - These are some  of  the children she has delivered, who call her bubu (grandmother) today
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A 95-minute fl ight from Kiunga on 
a twin otter aircraft will bring you to 
Daru, the Provincial capital of 
Western Province. 
Then a 4 - 5 hour dinghy ride will 
take you across the treacherous Fly 
River Delta to the North sandy banks 
of the South Fly into the Manawete 
Trust region of the Community Mine 
Continuation Agreement (CMCA) 
corridor.
The travel is both amazingly scenic 
and adventurous for visitors. 
But all these wonders shadow the 
struggles of the communities who 
long for access to proper water and 
sanitation facilities. Due to funding 
and logistical challenges, few 
organizations outside the public 
service delivery system come in to 
assist the communities. 
But now, thanks to PNGSDP who 
initially funded the South Fly Water 
Catchment Project which was 
delivered by OTDF has been 
completed - Maduduwo village 
people now have access to clean, 
drinking water. 
The Roof Water Catchment Project 
was implemented by OTDF in an 
effort to assist the 65,000 populace 
of the South Fly community, of which 
22,000 are from Manawete.
Twenty-fi ve-year-old Serah Luke 
said the completed project was a 
relief for the womenfolk who travelled 
distances to fetch water from nearby 
swamp wells.
“In the past we collect brown coloured 
water from the swamp at some 

walking distance from the village, and 
we experience health problems and 
sicknesses like stomach aches,” she 
said. 
She said the preparation of the swamp 
water needed careful 
processing to avoid contracting 
water-borne diseases. In 2010 during 
a long dry spell, 70% of the population 
in the South Fly Trust regions were 
affected by water-borne diseases.  “So 
thank you OTDF, we want more 
services because we are always left 
out.” 
During the handover of the water 
catchment project early this year to 
Maduduwo villagers Ms. Luke said 
she hopes for more projects to 
improve their conditions in the 
community since there is limited 
access to public facilities like schools 
and hospitals. 
“Many of us rely on what we can use 

from the bush to build houses, on 
food we plant and fi sh we catch, but 
we need clean water to drink, 
medicine to take when sick and 
schools with teachers to learn.” 
Deputy Chairman for Manawete Trust 
and an elder in Maduduwo Village 
James Riwoh, when thanking the 
OTDF Infrastructure Development 
Department (IDD) team, said the 
project was a bonus infrastructure for 
the village school.
“Not only will the community 
access clean water from the tanks but 
the early learning students from the 
school will use the shelter for 
learning, while the elders will use it 
as a place for formal discussions,” 
he said. The Roof Water Catchment 
Projects in the South Fly had been 
completed with the distribution of 528 
water tanks to cater for these 
communities. 

Manawete - clean water for everyoneManawete - clean water for everyone

Water - One of 5 basic needs of human beingsWater - One of 5 basic needs of human beings

Sera Luke fetching water for drinking and  cookingSera Luke fetching water for drinking and  cooking
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THE report on the Dudi Water 
Catchment Project in the South Fly 
region of Western Province was 
released in May this year. 
The Household Impact Evaluation 
Study Report (May 2019) was 
collated by the OTDF Monitoring 
and Evaluation (M&E) desk. 
Coordinator, Cameron Kati said 
the objective of this study was 
to determine the extent to which 
the water catchment project has 
increased the availability of clean 
and safe drinking water while 
reducing the occurrence of 
water-borne diseases in the region.
It took two years to construct a total 
of 38 water catchment buildings 
with 152 tanks (9,000 litre) installed 

in 15 villages of Dudi Trust region 
in 2014. The project facilities serve 
the 14,992 community residents 
(National Statistics Offi ce (NSO), 
2012). The analyzed data were 
used to determine the improvement 
of water supply, health and hygiene 
practices and reduction of 
water-borne and sanitation diseases 
in the rural and remote areas. 
A total of seven recommendations 
were identifi ed as key fi ndings 
based on the feedback from the 
communities The South Fly Water 
Catchment project was approved 
at a cost of K16.7 million for 
Manawete, Kiwaba and Dudi trusts 
for 50 villages, representing 32% of 
the 158 CMCA villages.

Water - One of 5 basic needs of human beings

Roof  Water Catchment project in Severimabu Village in Roof  Water Catchment project in Severimabu Village in 
the South Fly region of Western Provincethe South Fly region of Western Province

Report gives results of Report gives results of DUDI  DUDI  water project  water project  
Key fi ndings: Key fi ndings: 

1. Increase the awareness programs 
on proper water use and practices 
to improve health and hygiene.
2. Every household should own 
larger containers to store abundant 
rainwater in attempts to solve the 
water shortage issue during long dry 
weather periods.
3. Apart from the establishment of 
water catchment projects, there 
should be a concerted effort by 
OTDF staff and health practitioners 
to visit the water project facilities 
annually to monitor the water quality 
and advice the people on the impor-
tance of its sustainability.
4.Future water supply projects 
should include community capac-
ity and capability plans on how to 
manage,  fi nance  and  maintain  
the  sustainability  of  water  catch-
ment  facilities   through ownership 
and the strengthened community 
participation.
5. There is a need for an inspection 
of all water catchment facilities in 
the 15 villagers of Dudi Trust region 
to determine the extent of deterio-
ration of infrastructure and cost of 
maintenance.
6. Further  investigations  should  
be  conducted  on  other  options  of  
supplying  clean  water throughout 
the dry period.
7. A post-evaluation of the South Fly 
Water Catchment project, covering 
Dudi Trust, Manawete, Trust and 
Kiwaba Trust is required to gain 
a more complete overview of the 
impact and associated issues, con-
cerns and outcomes of this interven-
tion. 
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Provide the proper tools to lead beyond 2019
‘IF you fail to plan, you plan to fail.’
This was the message by Nupmo 
Women’s Association President, 
Mrs. Noni Dukumun, during the 
launch of the Women’s Five-Year 
Action Plan in May this year. 
This document, prepared by the 
nine Women’s Associations from 
the Community Mine Continuation 
Agreement (CMCA) areas along 
the Fly River and six Mine Villages 
in the Star Mountain, targets 
community and livelihood 
development programs for their 
communities.  
Mrs Dukumun, also the women’s 
representative on the OTDF Board, 
said this document combines all 
nine associations’ plans which plots 
the pathways to improving living 
standards and focusing on 
sustainable economic activities for 
their women and youths. 
Dudi Women Association President 
in the South Fly region, Anna 
Sumai, said women in Western 
Province have management 
capabilities but required guidance 
and support.  
“We went through capacity building 
training in management and 
budgeting and it was a headache 
for us, but we got through it,” Mrs. 
Sumai said.  She thanked the OTDF 
offi cers in helping the Associations 
prepare the plans which they could 
now use to deliver projects with 

confi dence. OTDF Program 
Services Sustainable Development 
Manager, Mr. Eric Kuman, said “we 
have already begun implementing 
and we will continue and strategize 
depending on funding. This is the 
blueprint for development aspects 
for the region you serve”.
This action plan will ensure no
region is left behind. You will see 
each other’s plans in here and 

many of them are generic.” He said 
as the manager of the program, he 
had a task with his offi cers to 
deliver the projects in an organised 
and cost effective manner. 
The presidents witnessed the 
launch of their plans at the OTDF 
offi ce in Kiunga, Western Province, 
in the presence of the executive 
management and association 
executive members.

Providing our women the  proper tools to lead today and beyondProviding our women the  proper tools to lead today and beyond

Tutuwe Ara leadership trainingTutuwe Ara leadership training

Nupmo women’s leadership trainingNupmo women’s leadership training

Wai Tri, Nima Ara leadership trainingWai Tri, Nima Ara leadership training

Sago processing in Western ProvinceSago processing in Western Province



Provide the proper tools to lead beyond 2019

07

Time Out

Kiunga operations staff visit CRP site at Ok Ningi Valley Kiunga operations staff visit CRP site at Ok Ningi Valley 

Port Moresby- CMCA women admire displays by Anglicare PP

Middle Fly mother (L) receives her funds for her project Middle Fly mother (L) receives her funds for her project 

Middle Fly mothers recieve their  fuel drumsMiddle Fly mothers recieve their  fuel drums

OTDF Scholarships - Maritime Offi cers in the makingOTDF Scholarships - Maritime Offi cers in the making

OTDF Board Chairman Mr. Werror at the Women’s  road  showOTDF Board Chairman Mr. Werror at the Women’s  road  show BSP train Nima Ara members in Financial  LiteracyBSP train Nima Ara members in Financial  Literacy

Samagos- Vietnam agro expert notes the  eaglewood trees Samagos- Vietnam agro expert notes the  eaglewood trees 
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About us

Ok Tedi Development Foundation 
Limited (OTDF) is a not for 
profi t organisation, formed in 
2001 as part of the Community 
Mine Continuation Agreement 
(CMCA), enabling consent from 
the communities for the Ok Tedi 
Mine to continue operating. 

Following a review of the CMCA 
in 2006/2007, the Ok Tedi Fly River 
Development Program (OTFRDP) 
was registered as the Company’s 
trading name, paving the way for 
OTDF to operate independently of 
OTML from March 2010.

OTDF is a dynamic organisation 
mandated to mobilise funds and 
deliver sustainable projects into all 
6 Mine Villages & 8 CMCA Trust 
regions of the Western Province 
(Tutuwe, Wai Tri, Nupmo, Middle 
Fly, Suki Fly Gogo, Manawete, 
Kiwaba and Dudi).

649 5367 or 649 3716

team@otdfpng.org

www.otdfpng.org

For more about OTDFFor more about OTDF

This newsletter is produced 
by the OTDF Media & 
Communications Team 
to update and report on 
developments OTDF is  
implementing throughout 
CMCA regions of the Western 
Province. 

For comments and 
suggestions Elijah@otdfpng.
org  or Korok.Talakam@
otdfpng.org or call 649 5367

Like Us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/otdfpng


