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Marketing options are being considered by 
villages in the Kiwaba and Manawete Regions of 
the CMCA Trusts in the South Fly. The focus is 
on the sale of mud crabs as well as fish and its 
by-products.
Mrs. Rachel Aruma Chairlady for the Tirere 
Village Women Social Issues Concern Group 
(WSICG) says her community frequently 
participates in daily fishing activities.
She said the people have left Tirere village and 
moved to the fishing camp, where the fishing 
company operates from, making it easier for the 
villagers to sell their fresh catch.
“We spend so much on fuel for travel to Daru 
to sell fish and that is a burden for us. We don’t 
have cold storage to transport fish, or have 
the fuel to travel long distances, leaving little 
to buy what we want. The buyer provides the 
basic economic services we need, and we have 
money to buy rice and other store goods right 
here.”
Mrs. Aruma says: “The money is in the water, 
the fish we catch we sell the same day to the 
buyer. It is even a bonus for us when selling the 
fish airbag. She said fish is bought for K5 a kilo 
while airbags fetch around K25.
The Ok Tedi Development Foundation (OTDF) 
is collaborating with Commonwealth Scientific 
Industrial Research Organisation (CSIRO) 
to develop business models for small-scale 
fisheries in Fly River communities, through 

a project funded by the Australia Centre for 
International Agriculture Research (ACIAR). 
The focus is on women’s roles in mud crab fishing 
and tilapia processing. CSIRO's Sara Busilacchi, 
a specialist in fisheries, livelihoods, and value 
chains, visited the country to co-facilitate a 
multi-stakeholder workshop in Kiunga. 
The workshop was attended by officers from 
government, the private sector, community, and 
development organisations. Outcomes from 
the workshop will form the basis for further 
investment from development partners to create 
small-scale fisheries options for communities. 
The workshop was followed by a field trip 
involving women leaders visiting selected Fly 
River villages in the Middle and South Fly. The 
field trip was to help Ms. Busilacchi better 
understand the lifestyle, travel distances, and 
remoteness faced by communities. 
Ms. Busilacchi was delighted to visit the Western 
Province, as traveling from Kiunga to Daru on the 
Fly River was an important learning experience.
She acknowledged the work that OTDF and 
partners were doing in communities. 
A final report will be compiled by OTDF and 
CSIRO for presentation to stakeholders and 
development partners. 
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Rice has become the staple food for more 
than half of the world’s population. In the 
Western Province, rice farming is now 
widely cultivated.
Irimbok Rice Farming Cooperative (IRFC) 
comprising 6 families received rice-
milling equipment from OTML and was 
delivered by OTDF. The families began 
planting rice in November 2020.
The presentation of the equipment was 
held on 26 May 2022 at the Niogamban 
rice project site in the Iowara East Awin 
Camp, North Fly District.
Receiving on behalf of the community 
was Mr. Theo Katinggo Manager of IRFC, 
who leads the farming program. 
He said: “I thank OTML, OTDF, and the 
Provincial Agriculture Department for 
considering our request for a mini rice 

Mr. Vira presents the rice milling equipment to Theo Katinggo looking on is the FRPG Principal Agricultural Advisor, Leonard Kipi (Middle)

The OTDF Board held its 60th Board 
of Directors meeting in Lae. This was 
also an opportunity to visit selected 
development activities and meet partners 
based in the Morobe Province. Securing 
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valuable partnerships is an activity the board 
continues to support to deliver projects in 
the CMCA communities.  As the industrial 
hub of PNG, Lae boasts major economic 
businesses and downstream processing 
facilities established since 1965.
The Board visited the PNG University of 
Technology and its Department of Open 
and Distance Learning (DODL), National 
Agriculture and Research Institute (NARI), 
and the Australian Consulate in Lae. 
According to the CEO Mr Vira, the institutions 
visited are existing partners in our various 
programs. This visit enabled partners to 
meet the OTDF Board and also for Board 
members to appreciate activities OTDF’s 
development partners were involved in. 
“Securing strong partnerships is critical 
for OTDF’s future. We are recognised as 
an important delivery vehicle in Western 
Province, we want to progress that 
recognition to being the development 
partner of choice,” he added.    

mill and supporting us with farming 
equipment. Your support is greatly 
appreciated as it empowers us to 
continue farming.
Thank you for the partnership support.” 
Mr. Katinggo added that IRFC would work 
with all partner organisations to deliver 
the best agricultural practices for the 
community. He said 7 additional families 
have started planting rice at the East 
Awin Camp, which Mr. Katinggo is happy 
and welcomes their interest. 
DAL Advisor Mr. Leonard Kipi told the 
community that the rice mill was an asset 
for everyone to use and with this support, 
there would be frequent visitations 
by agricultural officers to monitor the 
progress. 
OTDF CEO Havini Vira presented the 

OTDF Board 
convenes its 60th 
meeting 

OTDF Board meet with DODL staff at the UNITECH Lae campus

equipment on behalf of OTML MD/CEO and 
OTDF Chairman Musje Werror. “Provincial 
government records show Iowara is the 
biggest rice-growing community in North 
Fly.  Irimbok Rice Farming Cooperative has 
taken the initiative in driving this. 
Partners like OTML and OTDF only provide 
minor support for farmers to mill, eat and 
sell their harvest,” Mr. Vira remarked. 
He further added that the support provided 
is limited and will only go the distance when 
the community takes ownership. 
OTDF will support the Western Provincial 
DAL with monitoring and evaluation to track 
the progress of rice farming. This partnership 
extends from ongoing smallholder extension 
services for vanilla farming under WestAgro.

Supporting rice farmers in Iowara



Aerial picture of sites 1, 2, 3 and 4 following the completion of civil works

WestAgro Updates

expatriates, each expert in various phases 
of building construction to Kiunga, and 
the associated engagement of a local 
labour force has seen numbers grow to 
29 people. This will result in significant 
building construction activity from May 
onwards.
With thanks to Ok Tedi Power Ltd 
temporary power has been connected at 
the site and electrical reticulation works 
have begun in preparation for the arrival 
of a 200 KVa transformer from New 
Zealand, once connected this will provide 
back-up power generation to the solar PV 
system. By the end of April Deepcore will 
also be on-site to drill a number of bore-
holes for the supply of water to the farm. 
A final site layout has been approved, 
including the farmer vanilla receiving 
point and training facility building, 
along with a 100 vine demonstration 

Construction 
milestones achieved
With an extended area being cut and 
filled at site #4, all civil works have been 
completed across all four AIC sites. This 
has paved the way for a second project 
milestone, the beginning of building 
foundation works at site #3, including the 
AIC curing and processing facility. All tunnel 
framework has also been completed in 
preparation for construction at site #4. 
The project has welcomed three 
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Treated rice trials (Phase 2) underway at Kaviananga

Positive early growth rates for one of the Phase 2 rice plots (Netafim 2 from Israel)

The phase 1 trials of the ‘untreated plots’ 
are coming to a conclusion with poor results 
following the acceptable germination rates 
seen across all varieties. 

The greater the nutrient demands as 
the plants grew the poorer the growth 
became, especially at the stage of setting, 
this was expected given these plots 

plot at site #1 at which the 100 shade trees 
planted are growing well. Over the coming 
weeks, 11 containers of building materials 
are scheduled to arrive on-site for what will 
be a busy quarter ahead, leading up to the 
arrival of vanilla cuttings for stocking the site 
#2 tunnels from August.
Extension and farmer engagement also 
continues across the North and Middle Fly 
districts and I am excited to announce that 
Fly Vanilla will begin buying green beans and 
dried beans (from remotely located farmers) 
from local famers as of the 1st of May. 
A second tripartite partner meeting between 
OTDF, IAI and the WPA was conducted this 
month and each partner has committed a 
staff member to full time extension work, 
this will include GPS plotting of farmer plots, 
farmer identification, farmer surveys and the 
provision of technical support. Extension will 
begin formally in June at Tapko village.

did not have any soil conditioning before 
planting, nor any fertilizer applied during the 
growth cycle. 
The phase 2 trials with ‘treated plots’ will 
provide for an interesting comparison, and the 
5 international varieties have been planted 
into the upland and paddy experimental plots. 
These include optimum soil pH and will have 
fertilizer applied at critical growth stages such 
as setting. 
There remains the risk of relying on seasonal 
rainfall to enable good growth rates and 
yields, and this will be addressed in the 
final phase 3 trials in which irrigation will be 
provided.
All project capital materials from overseas 
have cleared customs in Port Moresby and 
are expected to be on-site by the end of May, 
including the Solar Powered Irrigation System, 
all building materials and a mini rice mill.



Innovative approach 
to agriculture

Community taking ownership of projects

Kaviananga youths provide general labour at the rice project site in Middle Fly

An influential community leader in Middle 
Fly has aired his views on community 
involvement in projects, which are 
beneficial to all residents.
Community leader and Village Planning 
Committee Chairman for the Kaviananga 
village, Mr. Masola Abilo is a strong 
supporter of community development 
projects.
With the recent developments in 
agriculture taking place in Middle Fly 
in Obo/Kaviananga, he has assured 
development partners that the community 
will work together to achieve positive 

Intercropping of crops is a common 
practice globally where there is limited 
land for agricultural purposes.
Intercropping is the practice of growing 
two or more crops in proximity. The 
most common goal of intercropping is to 
produce a greater yield on a given piece of 
land by making use of resources that would 
otherwise not be utilised by a single crop.
WestAgro’s Fly Vanilla Limited Research 
and Development (R&D) program has 
seen progressive results with vanilla vines 
planted under existing rubber trees in 
Western Province.
The two research sites recently visited 
along the Kiunga Tabubil highway, have 

outcomes. “We are the ones to make 
the project work and progress. Let’s be 
reminded of this and not interrupt the 
progress”, he said.
Mr. Abilo based his views on  
self-sustainability and taking ownership of 
such projects once development partners 
leave.
“Learn as much as possible, while we have 
the technical experts on the ground with 
us, take care of them as our own, respect 
the properties of the project, and respect 
each other”.
He told the community to embrace the 

progressed well: developing flowers within 
15 months of planting, many of these 
flowers have been successfully pollinated, 
and several vanilla beans are maturing. 
According to the Fly Vanilla Project 
Manager, Mr. Eitan Ribak, the vanilla 
vines have adapted well to these trial 
environments and there is great potential 
for expansion.
The research has now proven that other 
than the gliricidia sepium or shade tree, 
vanilla can grow under the shade of rubber 
trees: “The catch is to monitor and care for 
the vines, especially during the dry months 
when the rubber trees shed their leaves”, 
he said.
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Community Development
Agent of change

Vanilla vines planted under existing rubber 
trees 

learnings from the technical support 
provided by the rice trial project manager 
based in Obo: “The experts have come all 
the way down to our village to help us, let’s 
work together and learn more from them”, 
he added.
The community rice trial project has seen 
the completion of phase 1 upland, and 
paddy rice trials with 8 varieties planted 
into ‘non-treated’ plots, and the recent 
sowing of all phase 2 upland and paddy 
‘treated’ plots



Aijela Jerry in the family vanilla block at Tapko village along the Tabubil Kiunga Highway.

Family invests in Vanilla

The Papua New Guinea Chamber of Mines and Petroleum Media 
Workshop this year held at Loloata Island Resort on 21-22 April had 
the OTDF CEO as a guest on the panel.
Themed: “PNG Resources: Resilience, Transition, Growth” provided 
an opportunity for journalists to understand the issues and 
challenges that affected the industry and better report on them.
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Mr Vira presents OTDF programs to media professionals

am from, planted, and harvested. I went back to East Sepik to sell the 
dried beans because there was no market here in Western province 
and gave the money received as offerings to my local church”.
She said after 2015, she and her husband continued planting vanilla.
She said with Fly Vanilla Limited buying vanilla in Western Province, 
at the Samagoes Agricultural station is a dream come true.
“It gives my family the opportunity to sell green beans here in the 
Kiunga. I never gave up and today I have hope for the future of my 
children. My two older children help with pollinating the vanilla 
flowers, I let them because they will be the next of kin”, Mrs. Jerry 
added.

A family in Tapko village has devoted their time and land at 
Tapko village to growing vanilla.

For Jerry Siminjon and his family, their vanilla block is their 
source of income, supporting their everyday family needs. He 
said after spending most of his young life in East Sepik, where 
he was caught in the vanilla boom and gaining skills in vanilla 
cultivation, pollinating, and drying.
According to his wife Mrs. Aijela Jerry, the family today has over 
360 vanilla vines with vanilla beans ready for harvest.
“We planted our first 10 vanilla vines in 2014 and harvested the 
following year. The vines were brought from East Sepik where I 

OTDF showcase at Chamber Media Workshop

This annual event is hosted for PNG journalists, resource industry 
public relations professionals, and other Chamber member 
organisations. The aim of the workshop is to inform mainly the media 
about important developments happening within the PNG mining 
and petroleum industry.
Those present had an insight into the role of OTDF and its activities 
in the Community Mine Continuation Agreement (CMCA) regions of 
the Western Province. 
Mr. Vira in his presentation gave a background on OTDF and relevant 
updates on infrastructure projects, community development, 
Trust investments, women and children’s programs and associated 
activities.
His presentation was well received and recognition given to OTML’s 
commitment to supporting sustainable development in the province. 
OTDF was recognised as a model the resource extractive sector could 
adopt in other projects in PNG. 
In summarising the workshop, the Chambers Communications & 
Public Relations Manager Mr. Neville Choi said the whole idea of the 
workshop was to find a balance in reporting facts while appreciating 
the role of the media in development. He also acknowledged the 
role of the Mining and Petroleum Industry as a major economic 
contributor and advocator for social development.



The Ok Tedi Mine Village Women and Children 
Association on 27 May concluded their sewing 
training.
25 participants were presented with Skills 
Certificates, formally recognised by the Papua 
New Guinea Department of Education under 

the Technical Vocational Education Training 
(TVET).
These women particularly recognised one 
male participant who accompanied the 
trainers from the Kiunga Technical Vocational 
Education Training Centre (KTVETC) to run 
the training in Wanbing village in Tabubil.
He repaired all damaged machines and made 
sure the 25 participant’s learnt their skill 
without disruption.
A mechanic by profession, he is Ambo Nuri in 
his mid-40’s from Kwiape in the Waitri Trust 
region. While repairing sewing machines, 
he learnt the skill. He gained the knowledge 
from his mother as a child. 
“My dad bought a machine for my mum and 
my 4 siblings and I would play with it all the 
time and along the way, we learnt the skill 
of sewing. 
Today I can sew garments, I can repair sewing 

Benjamin prepares for semester 1 
exams

Ambo Nuri wearing a shirt he sewed

machines and I even sewed the shirt 
I am wearing today. I attended the 
(KTVETC), completing school as a 
tradesman. Its hard to find work 
because my certificate went missing 
and I need to get a replacement but 
the process is very hard for me”.
Ambo says at his spare time he 
repairs any machine he can lay hands 
on and enjoys his trade and makes a 
living from his trade while in Kiunga. 
Ambo was part of the trainers upon 
invitation by his older sister Naomi 
Nuri who is part of the KTVETC 
training team that run skills trainings 
across the CMCA and the Ok Tedi 
Mine villages.
He was thankful to the women for 
giving the opportunity to sew a shirt 
for himself.
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Tabubil – OTDF FODE Success Story 

Agent of change
Community Education

School children at Iowara

Ambo the repair man

A student in the Western Province, studying 
under Flexible Open Distance Education 
(FODE), finds it easier with studies as he works 
at his pace and achieves favourable results. 
Benjamin Dawongkim comes from a mixed 
parentage of Morobe and Atemkit in the Star 
Mountains of Western Province. He is 20 years 
old.  
After completing grade 8 in 2018 at Finalbin 
Primary School, Benjamin was selected to 
Tabubil Secondary school and enrolled in grade 
9 the year after. Unfortunately, he could not 
proceed, due to personal reasons. 
He heard about FODE education through 
friends and family and registered in 2020 with 
the OTDF FODE program to do his grade 9. 
With Lamin Trust support along with additional 
support his family provided he registered 

for grade 10 in 2021. After completing all 
requirements, he sat for his grade 10 national 
exams. 
He did well in his exams and was selected 
by the Measurement Services Unit (MSU) to 
continue his grade 11 at Tabubil Secondary 
School. However, he preferred to continue 
with the OTDF-run program and registered 
to do grade 11, under Adult Matriculation 
(DODL). 
When asked why he chose to do that, he said, 
“In the flexible education system I work at my 
own pace without being pressured by peer/
friends or classroom teachers bombarding 
me with extra-curricular activities. I spend my 
time alone and am concentrating, adapting, 
and coping well with my studies.”



Participants wearing their colourful attires
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Agent of change
Community Development

Mothers at Atkamba village, in Kiunga 
rural LLG of North Fly, Western Province 
were the proud recipients of sewing skills 
certificates.
Under the Women and Children's program, 
Nima Ara Association in the Lower Ok Tedi 
region facilitated the sewing training to 
ensure women obtained lifelong skills for 
self-reliance in the community.
 In recognising their skills and knowledge, 
Technical Education certificates were 
issued on 9 May, 2022 after a two-week 
training held at the community-learning 
center facilitated by the Kiunga Technical 
Vocational and Education Training Centre 
(KTVETC ) facilitators.
Association President Ruth Ukin said this 
was the first time for the association to 
support such training to enable women to 
gain skills in fashion.
“17 Women from five villages were 
involved in the training. Kokonda village, 
Kawok, Ieren, Bongobun, and Atkamba 
village, and more life skills training will be 
conducted in the region," she said.
President Ukin said these trainings would 
include baking and cooking, leadership, 
and music trainings for youths.
Participant Bobori Orot, age 54 from 
Atkamba village was proud to participate 

A life skill to share and wear

in the sewing training. 
She expressed gratitude to the association 
as women had wanted to see changes, but 
there were limited opportunities for such 
trainings before. 
“We have tried our best to improve this 
community but we had no opportunities so 
thank you for training us," she said. 
Over 50 Meri blouses for adults and children 
were sewn during the training. 
KTVETC Manager and Short course co-
ordinator Helen Dupnai trained the mothers. 
“Life skills will generate little income for 
your family. Working together in partnership 
can improve the lives of people in the 
community," she said. 
OTDF Executive Manager Program Services 
Mr. Eric Kuman who attended the closing 
ceremony expressed gratitude for the 
participants adding that sewing skills would 
empower women to be able to partake in 
SME programs going forward.



Moses Waiviro: “An achievement for me 
as a Trainee was leading a team to do eagle 
wood inoculation in North Fly - Lower Tutuwe 
Villages.  The inoculation program enabled me 
to acquire knowledge on planning, resources 
mobilization and execution. It also allowed me 
to asses my own effectiveness, and identify 
the skills needed to improve. OTDF has offered 
me a great opportunity to grow and develop 
my knowledge and skills. It has enabled me to 
address challenges and progress my career”.

Edward Kosi: “Joining OTDF was a huge 
milestone for me coming out of college. Being 
accepted in this organisation gave me a path to 
new learning experiences and work ethics. As 
a graduate architect from Western Province, I 
am keen on giving back to my home land. With 
no experience, what a better way to start then 
being part of a Graduate Program, starting as 
a pioneer.”

Abraham Kromnong: “I came into OTDF as a 
fresh graduate with the hope of learning new 
things and I have noticed now that within this 
time of training I have gained a lot of new skills. 
I am progressing with my career development 
as a GDS accountant trainee while training 
with the Finance & Administration 
department. The training is very intensive and 
I do a lot of hands on accounting duties with 
close mentorship from my supervisors. I have 
the confidence as a trainee to learn and do my 
job within the rules of the company’s financial 
policies. It is a privilege to work in OTDF”.

sssssssss

The GDS program is a talent pipeline to satisfy current and future professional manpower, leadership, and succession planning needs. 
It also addresses OTDF’s Vision, to enhance the quality of life and self-sustainability of Western Province communities by contributing 

to human capacity development.
In the 2021 GDS program Abraham Kromnong (Accounting) at the University of Papua New Guinea, Edward Kosi (Architecture) the 
Papua New Guinea University of Technology, and Moses Waiviro (Agriculture) Papua New Guinea University of Natural Resources and 
Environment formally joined OTDF. The trainees have completed their 7 months in applied skills and are progressing in their respective 
departments.

Pioneer OTDF  GDS trainees with the OTDF CEO 
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GDS Trainees progress well in 7 months

Moses supervising eaglewood inoculation

Edward preparing a design for an infrastructure project

Abraham conducting program awareness to Bultem  
community 
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Time Out

1. Community partners at Gigwa, Suki

2. Infrastructure team in South Fly

3. Appreciating a long serving staff 

4. Strongim Wan Wok Pasin

5. On location in Iowara, East Awin Camp

6. Supporting SME in the community
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