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A local company in the Middle Fly District of 
Western Province has begun selling fuel to 

travelers along the Fly River.

Labiombo Investment Limited (LIL), a locally 
owned business, operated by the seven tribes 
of the Zimakani clan in Kaviananga village, 
started operating on 3rd September. 
The company sells fuel at K6.00 per liter from 
their depot at Kaviananga village. 

LIL chairman Masola Abilo thanked the 
community leaders and youths for their 
support in establishing the fuel business.

He said the company will support the 
WestAgro project and hopes to expand into 
other investments creating employment 
opportunities for locals. 

According to the chairman, 23 drums of fuel 
have been sold so far.

“Plans are also underway to establish a trading 
store so we can spend our money at our own 
shop to benefit us. 

This will help support business development in 
the district,” he said. 
More than 200 men, women, and youths turned 
up to witness the launch of the company.

Among those who attended included youths 
from a local church who were presented musical 
instruments purchased with Trust funding. 
The program was witnessed by business 
development officers from Ok Tedi Development 
Foundation (OTDF) namely Mr. Lesley Timothy, 
Ms. Dau Tapie, Trust Administrator Mr. Johanis 
Saferius, and OTDF CEO, Mr. Havini Vira.

The directors of the company were encouraged 
to take good care of the business and venture 
into other development opportunities in the 
district.

Mr. Vira encouraged the LIL Board and 
community members to expand their fuel 
business into North and South Fly districts.

The Labiombo Investment Limited fuel business 
was set up with support from the Trust 
Administration Business Development team.
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Noni Dukumun is an influential woman leader, championing the 
cause for her people as the President of the Nupmo Women & 
Children's Association and the women’s representative in the Star 
Mountains Local Level Government (LLG).

She represents the Women and Children of all eight CMCA Trust 
regions and the six Mine villages, including representation of North 
Fly women in the Ok Tedi shareholding negotiations between the 
CMCA and Mine village leaders, Ok Tedi Mining Limited, Fly River 
Provincial Government, and the State.

Dukumun, 45, is also an associate director on the OTDF board, a 
position she occupied since 2018. 

Ms. Dukumun comes from Kumkit Village, Star Mountain LLG in the 
North Fly District. She completed Grade 6 at Ok Ma Primary School 
in 1991.

My leadership career started as the chairlady of Kumkit village 
between 2001-2007. Back then many community leader 
consultations were being arranged and held across the CMCA and I 
was part of this. 
It was during this time that the 10% fund was approved and initiated. 

In 2008 a review of the 10 Year Development Plan was undertaken 
which gave me the foundation of my leadership capacity I possess 
today,” she recalls.

It gave me a glance at the task ahead to lead my community, and 
they chose me to be the interim President to the Nupmo Women 
Association between 2008-2011. I was chosen to be the first local 
Trustee on the Nupmo Trust Board which I served two terms, 2011 
– 2013 and 2020-2022.
I was voted as the President of the association in 2012. 
Through those many years taking lead in community development 
work, my capacity in leadership and understanding policy and 
management has improved a lot. In 2018, I was chosen to be 

the representative of the CMCA Women & Children’s Association 
appointed as Associate Director on the OTDF Board.

Attending board meetings has helped me to gain confidence in public 
speaking and giving constructive feedback on community concerns. 
The role has helped me to strive to be be a good leader in my region 
when conducting awareness or leading the association meetings.

When I started as the chairlady at home (Kumkit), I was not confident 
in public speaking and often felt embarrassed to speak out.
“It took a while and today, I can speak out on issues affecting my 
people and community.

I’ve attended leadership trainings and this complements the number 
of years’ experience being a woman leader defining my role in the 
community.

Being the president I represent 18 villages in the Nupmo region.

It is a challenging task as our region comprises mountains, plateaus, 
and valleys with scattered villages mainly accessible by helicopter 
and foot. It takes between 4-6 hours walking between the Ningerum 
station and the villages.

She said one of her many challenges was managing project funds and 
delivering to the community transparently, and with support from 
association executives, they have successfully delivered projects.

Now that the Nupmo women have ventured into business activities, I 
can proudly say I am confident in leading my community.

My vision is that the Nupmo Trust will continue to support and be 
able to operate even after mine closure.

I encourage the Nupmo students whom we currently sponsor 
through the OTDF FODE and Adult Matriculation to learn as much 
as possible and successfully graduate from the tertiary institutions 
of their choice. They must return with knowledge to support us to 
stand strong together and continue to develop the Nupmo region and 
Western Province. 

We want them to create opportunities for other youths. Let's help 
ourselves and do away with the mentality of relying on outside 
support too much. 
Start up small businesses to create jobs and employment opportunities 
for all to grow with the changing times.

I have five children and as a mother, I always encourage them to be 
model youths within the community. Positive living will contribute to 
their development as a person and one day to be even better leaders 
as our living legacies.

OTDF Board members and management

Name: Noni Dukumun Name: Noni Dukumun 
Village: Village: KumkitKumkit
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LLG: LLG: Star Mountains Star Mountains 
District: North Fly District: North Fly 
Community leader: 2001-2021Community leader: 2001-2021
OTDF Board: 2018-2021OTDF Board: 2018-2021
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Emergence of flowers on a vanilla vine growing in the Samagos nursery

Livelihood DevelopmentLivelihood Development
Changing lives

First Vanilla Flowers 
Emerge 

An exciting milestone for the Fly 
Vanilla Research & Development 

(R&D) projects has been achieved with 
the emergence of flowers in the Samagos 
nursery and the KM 17 trial site planted 
under the rubber trees. 

The flowers at the KM 17 site are on vines 
planted just 15 months ago, a pleasing 
indication of how well the respective 
vanilla trials are progressing.

Civil works are nearing completion with 
the final excavation of Site- 3 currently 
taking place. This will allow the usable 
land on that site to be significantly 
greater than originally proposed. A final 
site plan that incorporates processing 
and associated building infrastructure in 
this one central location is being finalised.

All 4 x 40 foot containers of greenhouse 
and growout tunnels have now 
been delivered to Samagos and the 
infrastructure construction team is being 
assembled in Israel. 

The Manager, Shauli Elimelech is expected 
to arrive in PNG in early October. Initial 
works will begin at Site-2, and this site 
will be completed before year end.

Completing all documentation, including 
the respective ‘Deeds of Accession’ 
this month, Fly Vanilla looks forward 

Rice Project Capital 
items arrive in Port 
Moresby

The first of the Kaviananga rice project 
items arrived in Port Moresby in 

September, with the tractor, trailer and 
spreader the first to be cleared and 
delivered to Hi-Lift for shipping to Kiunga. 

The majority of remaining capital items are 
expected to arrive into Port Moresby by 
the end of October, this will coincide with 
the beginning of on-site ground works and 
initial rice trial plantings in November.

to welcoming 6 new shareholders in 
September. These shareholders include the 
North Fly District Development Authority 
(115 shares worth PGK1.15 million), Nima 
Ara Investment Ltd (50 shares worth PGK0.5 
million), Nupmo Women’s Investment Ltd (25 
shares worth PGK0.25 million), Middle Fly 
Women’s Investment Ltd (10 shares worth 
PGK100,000), Tutuwe Women’s Investment 
Ltd (10 shares worth PGK100,000), and Ok 
Tedi Wanangman Aptil Investment Ltd (10 
shares worth PGK100,000). 

The project is grateful for the foresight of the 
North Fly MP, the Hon. James Donald and the 
respective CMCA women leaders in realising 
this investment opportunity for the North Fly 
people.

Fly Vanilla is expected to achieve a 25% 
Internal rate of Return (IRR) annually, from 
year 6 onwards.
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Food supplies  for patientsFood supplies  for patients

A major challenge facing health facilities and hospitals is making 
sure there is enough food available to feed inpatients.

This is according to Rumginae Hospital’s Dr. Kevin Pondikou who 
received on behalf of the hospital food supplies donated by the Ok 
Tedi Development Foundation (OTDF) on the 29th September.   

Dr. Pondikou said patients who are kept for observation need 
enough meals before taking their medications. 

He said the hospital has seen an increase in the number of 
inpatients following the temporary closure of the Kiunga Hospital. 
The daily outpatient records had increased from 20 to 60 patients a 
day during this period. 

“For serious cases, we keep them for observation but the hospital 
can only keep 20 inpatients because we can only provide a meal of 
rice and tinned fish twice a day. Thus we are always in need of food 
to feed our inpatients every day.”

Dr Pondikou was overwhelmed with this donation would keep 
inpatients fed for the next quarter. 

He said on average the hospital received 10,000 patients in a year, 
and from this total, 1,000 are inpatients who stay in the hospital for 
weeks depending on the seriousness of their medical conditions.

Mr. Amono Asipali, Secretary of the Evangelical Church of Papua New 
Guinea (ECPNG) Church Health Services for North Fly thanked OTDF 
for the support.

 “On behalf of ECPNG Health Services I thank OTDF. This is one area 
of concern at present. Many church-run health facilities have been 
struggling due to huge budget cuts and Rumginae is no exception,” 
he said.

Managed by ECPNG, Rumginae Hospital is a fully staffed level 3 facility 
located 45-minutes outside Kiunga town. It is equipped with adequate 
supply of medical drugs provided by the National Department of 
Health. 

OTDF Program Services Executive Manager Mr. Eric Kuman said the 
donation was made following a notice the United Nation Food and 
Agriculture Organisation Papua New Guinea (UNFAO PNG) had sent 
out regarding the hospital’s request. 

“This is not the only reason for OTDF coming forward with this 
donation. An OTDF staff received urgent medical treatment recently 
from Rumginae Hospital because the Kiunga hospital was temporarily 
closed. Our staff is back at work thanks to Rumginae Hospital.”

OTDF donated to the hospital 30 rice bags, cooking oil, tinned fish, 
and noodles. 

Hospital receives food rations from OTDF Program Services Executive Manager, Eric Kuman.

More visibility and technical support requested 

A village social group is calling for more 
technical support and personnel to 

address social issues in their community. 

The Kaviananga Women Social Issues 
Concern Group (WSICG) chairlady Mrs. 
Marowhy Barley said, while services 
provided by the different stakeholders in the 
Community Mine Continuation Agreement 
(CMCA) villages were appreciated, there 
was still a need for ongoing technical 
support such as training to improve the 
lives of women and children.

“Before the Ok Tedi mine closes, I want 
to see changes in the lives of people, how 
they live, and involve themselves in SME 

Marowhy Barley a vocal women leader who 
supports development in Kaviananga. 

(small to medium enterprises) programs. 
Women must know how to run a business 
to sustain their lives and that of their 
families,” she said.

The Kaviananga villagers have their 
fishing zones in Agu Lake and Fly River 
where they hunt crocodiles for scuta 
(crocodile skin), barramundi, tilapia, and 
prawns.

This provides the potential for trade and 
large-scale fisheries activities, but that 
can only happen if there is technical 
support and training provided to sustain 
such projects.



OTDF demonstration rice field in Suki region, Nakaku Field Base.

Livelihood DevelopmentLivelihood Development
Changing lives

Farmers in the North Fly district need 
more technical support and basic 

equipment to improve their overall 
production output.

Grengas Village Planning Committee 
(VPC) Chairman Daniel Dupe, said his 
people were hardworking people with 
a lot of land available to farm, but they 
just needed help improve results. 

Daniel is a strong and energetic man who 
provides for his family through upland 
rice farming and subsistence gardening.
Like other highway village farmers, 
Daniel is seeking assistance from public 
and private development partners and 
the Ok Tedi Mine to help provide expert 
advice and equipment. 

He said more should be done in kind, 
rather than in cash compensation 
benefits. 

Farmers need technical support

Daniel Dupe in his upland rice field.

“We would benefit most from a rice mill, 
proper tools and equipment, and constant 
technical agriculture field support. I can’t 
do this on my own, I need support. This is 
my need.

“We also need proper factories and market 
access for our vanilla, eaglewood and 
other commodities grown in the district,” 
he said. 
Daniel said more could be done for the 
Community Mine Continuation Agreement 
(CMCA) villages in Western Province, who 
were highly dependent on the mine.

Upland rice farming activities are 
increasing along the highway villages, 
which many families were now investing a 
lot of their time and resources into.
Daniel said his family has harvested 140 
kilograms of rice so far from their first 
harvest and expected better results in the 
next harvest.

The Dudi Trust Board members have agreed 
to fund and boost rice farming for another 

year in the South Fly District, despite its 
setbacks.

Speaking during their recent Trust meeting 
at the Cassowary Hotel in Kiunga on 2nd 
July, the board members said rice farming in 
several villages in the Dudi region was not well 

organised and harvest remained unmilled 
since 2018 due to the unavailability of  a 
milling machine.

Dudi Trust board member and President 
of Dudi Women & Children’s Association, 
Mrs. Anna Sumai said rice farming would 
be improved if farmers were provided basic 
training and farming techniques.

Dudi Region 
supports rice 
farming
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Tailoring their future through advanced sewing

With education, skills, self-esteem, 
and an ability to generate income, 

women take on a whole new role in 
their communities. They are better able 
to control resources, they can influence 
decision-making, and can bring changes 
that have a lasting impact on their well-
being, their children, and their villages.

Deputy Manager for Kiunga Technical 
Vocational Education Training (TVET) 
Centre Mrs. Helen Dupnai, who 
facilitated the Life Skills Sewing Training, 
encouraged over 80 women participants 
as they embarked on a lifelong journey 
with their improved skills in tailoring.

“Your efforts will pay off when your skills 
are put to practice. The challenge is to sell 
the garments, so be persistent as it will 
bring you and your family an income,” 
Mrs. Dupnai said.

Four sewing trainings were recently 
conducted by the Tutuwe Ara Women 
and Children’s Association for women 
from the upper and lower Tutuwe Trust 
region of the CMCA at Awin Tamaro, 
Matkomnai and Rudmesuk villages in the 
North Fly District of Western Province.

Tutuwe Ara Women & Children’s 
Association President Elfredah Kenamwo 
said their trainings were successful but 
they needed more sewing machines to 
cater for the increased interest from 
women wanting to learn.   
 “Having sewing machines is important 
because we don’t have to spend a lot of 
time waiting to practice,” she said.

One participant had never sewn a 
garment in her life. After the weeklong 
training, Salome Jimmy, from Dande 
village, was able to sew a meri blouse, 

which she wore with pride as she 
received her certificate after completing 
the training.

“I have learned a lot from this sewing 
skills training. This is my first time to sew 
a meri blouse and I want to learn more 
in sewing different clothing wear and 
pattern making. Now I need a sewing 
machine to make this happen for me,” 
she said.

OTDF Manager Program Services 
Sustainable Development Mr. Andrew 
Mari said taking ownership of life skills 
trainings should be the focus going 
forward. He encouraged the community 
to work together while providing 
stewardship for the women association 
executives. 

Women of CMCA Tutuwe Trust region show the meri blouses sewn as part of the sewing training.
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Kiunga Technical and Vocational Education 
Training Center (KTVETC) presented 
a Certificate of Appreciation to OTDF 
acknowledging the ongoing partnership.

 KTVETC Manager Peter Ongo presented the 
certificate recognizing OTDF for using trainers 
from the center to run the sewing trainings 
under the Community Development Sector 
programs. The KTVETC will extend the sewing 
training further to the Middle and South Fly of 
the CMCA region. 

The Tutuwe Ara Women & Children's 
Association also received a recognition 

certicate for maintaining the trainings with 
support from KTVETC.

All Participants and partners alike were 
pleased to receive their certificates. 
Acting Program Services Sustainable 
Development (PSSD) Manager Josephine Laka 
in her congratulatory remarks encouraged 
the women to be empowered by the training. 

She urged them to go home and continue 
sewing, as this life skill had many benefits. 
“You must continue to sew to help yourself, 
your family, and your community and this 
helps you contribute to nation-building.” 

OTDF recognised for its partnership 

OTDF Executive Manager Program 
Services, Mr. Eric Kuman (R) receiving 
the certificate of appreciation from 
Mr.Ongo, Manager Kiunga Technical 
and Vocational Education Training 
Center. 

Community DevelopmentCommunity Development
Agent of change



Leaders of six landowner mine villages in the 
Star Mountains of North Fly District have 

signed policy guidelines that would allow them 
to manage their development funds better. 

Witnessed by the OTDF Executive Team, the 
guidelines were signed in Tabubil on the 8th 
September.

This agreement outlines the processes 
involved in accessing development funds for 
education scholarship support, infrastructure 
development projects, and health support.

OTDF Finance Manager Raphael Nali 
congratulated the leaders for their support to 
accept and approve the guidelines by signing 

the document.
“This policy guideline is a very important 
document in terms of managing your 
development funds. 

It keeps OTDF and village leaders 
accountable as such a document is part of 
meeting financial guidelines and compliance 
requirements,” he said.

During the ceremony, the Ok Tedi Mine 
Village Women & Children’s Association also 
received its first detailed internal accounting 
expenditure report. 

Community Leaders endorse policy guidelines agreement at Wangbin  village, in Tabubil

The communities from the six mine villages 
in the Star Mountains have requested 

Ok Tedi Development Foundation (OTDF) to  
re-establish its office in Tabubil.

The leaders said this is important so that 
community leaders can seek guidance and 
support from OTDF when implementing 
projects.

The call was made by community leaders, 
councillors and members of the Preferred 
Area Development (PAD) region during a 
community awareness session conducted by 

the OTDF Programs Service Operations (PSO) 
team on the 11th and 12th September at 
Bultem village. 

Simion Livin Village Planning Committee 
(VPC) Chairman for Migalsim village said 
the guidelines will help a lot in transparent 
project delivery. 

“Please setup office so there is more visibility, 
officers can work closely with the villages and 
see what the VPC is doing and better guide 
the community in nominating projects at the 
village level.” 

Mine villagers call for OTDF presence 

7

Bultem visit by OTDF team led by 
PSO department

Infrastructure project in Finalbin  
village, Star Mountains 

Community 
Leaders agree 
with policy 
guidelines



Students encouraged to pursue Students encouraged to pursue 
educationeducation
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OTDF Education staff meeting with Grade 10 students at Ningrum High School.

Encouraging students to focus on 
education is the priority of parents, 

guardians and sponsors to achieve their 
dreams and goals.

Grade 10 students of Ningerum High 
School along the Kiunga-Tabubil highway 
in the North Fly District were encouraged 
to put education first during a visit by 
OTDF Flexible Open Distance Education 
(FODE) officers on 25th August.

OTDF FODE Officer Samson Kuman whilst 
encouraging the students, said OTDF 
was committed to supporting students 
upgrade their marks through its FODE 
and Adult Matriculation program in the 
CMCA region.
He said education has no limit and was 
always available through FODE and Adult 

Matriculation for students willing to 
upgrade their marks and further their 
studies.

Kuman said OTDF has decentralized 
FODE programs in the three districts of 
Western Province and has established 
11 Satellite Study Centres (SSC). 
In North Fly, the SSCs are in Tabubil, 
Ningerum and Kiunga. Bosset, 
Kaviananga and Aiambak hosts the 
Middle Fly SSC’s, and in South Fly, the 
SSCs are at Nakaku, Tapila, Kawiapo and 
Daru.
Kuman said ithe establishment of 
SSC’s has seen an increased number 
of students meeting FODE program 
requirements and grades to sit for the 
national exams. 
OTDF Education Scholarship Officer 

Community Education Community Education 

Shemila Kasi said education services would 
continue to ensure students are supported 
for further studies.

She said students attending the FODE 
should aim to score a Grade Point Average 
(GPA) of 2.5 and above to be able to 
receive education scholarship assistance 
from the 8 respective Community Mine 
Continuation Agreement (CMCA) Trusts 
and the 6 mine villages in both CMCA and 
the Preferred Area Development.

During the meeting, it was also identified 
that constant education awareness in 
secondary and high schools in the three 
districts of Western Province was needed.

Baseline data is critical to understand the 
needs in any community in order to provide 
appropriate technology and support.

Villages in the Middle and South Fly CMCA 
regions were part of a Water Sanitation and 
Hygiene (WaSH) month-long baseline survey 
conducted in August.

OTDF Program Services Sustainable 
Development (PSSD) program conducted this 
WaSH survey as a prerequisite to  improving 
access to clean drinking water and progressing 
community WaSH.

WaSH program team leader Michael Koini, 
presenting the survey findings this month, said 
the team visited 74 out of 85 CMCA villages in 
the Middle and South Fly districts, during the 
exercise. 
OTDF’s WaSH program aligns with the PNG 
Government WaSH Policy and the United 
Nation’s Sustainable Development Goal 6, 

which aims to achieve equitable access to 
safe drinking water and sanitation.
Innovative technology using tablets with 
specialized android applications were used 
to collect data. The survey team visited 880 
households from a targeted 1275 to conduct 
interviews. 

Mr Koini said 45 schools and 15 rural health 
facilities were also visited and samples were 
collected including pictures of the current 
state of the existing infrastructure.

From the findings, health facility records 
presented diarrhea as the most common 
complaint by patients both young and old. 
This was due to unsafe WaSH practices.

CMCA communities in Western Province are 
particularly impacted by seasonal flooding, 
high water tables, and erosion that also 
present technical and social barriers to 
improving WaSH. 

Water Sanitation 
and Hygiene 
Survey Highlights

Water wells used currently  



High School students receive mosquito nets

Aiambak high school students
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The elibrary room ready for use.

More than 200 students now have 
access to an e-Library at Aiambak High 

School in the Middle Fly District of Western 
Province.

The e-Library, funded by Middle Fly Women 
& Children’s Association, is the first of its 
kind to be received by the school and aims 
to provide access to a variety of educational 
information and improving basic education 
for children in rural Western Province.

Acting head teacher Mr. Timothy Tipara said 
teaching and learning for students in the 
last 18 years has been a real struggle due 
to limited access to proper teaching and 
reading materials.

He said since the establishment of the high 
school in 2004, the school has not had 
a library or an e-library facility. “Limited 

support from the provincial government 
and district leaders has resulted in poor 
results over the years and this facility will 
help both the students and staff. 
I encourage current students to take care of 
it so that other students can benefit from 
this facility in the future,” he said. 
The Student Representative Council (SRC) 
president Hayden Edward thanked the 
women leaders of the association and 
OTDF for providing such support in a rural 
community as Aiambak.

He said the e-library will assist the students 
greatly with their assignments and research. 

Present to witness the e-Library opening 
on 9th September were Obo/Kaviananga 
Women Social Issues Concern Group 
(WSICG) leaders, president Charlotte 
Matthews, public relations officer Raymond 

Rural Middle Fly students given Rural Middle Fly students given 
e-librarye-library

Walo, Owen Zumoi  village councillor 
for Wangawanga, and Program Services 
Sustainable Development (PSSD) officers from 
OTDF.

The project includes an e-library server 
that provides 32 million digitalised learning 
resources for students and teachers to access, 
15 desktops in the computer lab (virtual 
terminals), a local area network (LAN) system, 
and Wi-Fi. 

This e-library project was installed and 
commissioned by the OTDF Information 
and Communications Technology (ICT) team 
covering 4 secondary and 2 high schools in 
the North Fly, South Fly, and now the Middle 
Fly Districts of Western Province.

Malaria is prevalent in Western 
Province and community vigilance 

is vital to protect all family members.
To help fight against malaria, 200 
mosquito nets were donated to Aiambak 
High School in the Middle Fly District in 
Western Province.

Executives of the Middle Fly Women 
& Children’s Association assisted the 
Rotarians Against Malaria PNG (RAM-
PNG) on 9th September and presented 
two bales of mosquito nets to the school.

Present to donate the nets were the 
association’s president Ms. Charlotte 
Matthews and Public Relations Officer 

Mr. Raymond Walo. 
He said it was important students were 
safe from diseases such as malaria so 
that they could study and do well in 
school.

"Malaria has been affecting communities 
in the rural areas of the province, and 
often health facilities were inadequately 
stocked with antimalarial medicines to 
treat people immediately."

The students were reminded to use 
mosquito nets for the right purpose, to 
prevent themselves contracting malaria.



Concerns aired 
during community 
consultation 

Highway and Mine villagers who are 
beneficiaries to the Community Mine 

Continuation Agreement (CMCA) in the 
North Fly District of Western Province have 
called for more developments to happen in 
the district.

The call was made during the weeklong 
Community Consultation patrol organised 
by OTML and supported by its development 
partners from 13-20th August in the 6 mine 
villages, Tutuwe and Waitri Trust regions.

The concerns range from outstanding 
development and project matters 
to education support and livelihood 
development initiatives, particularly 
misconceptions regarding current 

The team addressing the community at Ipoknai village, North Fly district

agricultural projects. 
All comments from the people were noted 
for  consideration going forward but major 
concerns would be raised during the mine 
review in 2025.

The patrol was to do awareness in 
communities to clarify misconceptions on the 
progress and operations of the Mine and its 
continued support services to the people in 
Western Province.

The Community Consultation patrol was led by 
OTML’s Community Relations team with OTDF 
and Mineral Resources and Development 
Company (MRDC) officers supporting. 

Business development will support 
community fishing

Fishing reels in  cash 

Villagers living along the Fly River 
traditionally catch fish as a means of 

survival.
Besides sago making, hunting, and 
gardening, fishing is a common activity in 
most villages of the Middle and South Fly 
District. 

Adde Jimmy, 37, from Obo in Middle Fly 
District has been catching and selling 
barramundi since 2018.
On average, he catches enough 
barramundis a day using certified nets.

He sells each fish for K40 to crew and 
passengers on passing ships and dinghies, 
earning K600 to K700 a month. Sometimes 

he trades his barramundi for other goods in 
return.
"I have two children, and I pay their school 
fees through selling fish," he said.
He said other villagers in the Middle Fly and 
Suki-Fly Gogo Trust regions also fish but had 
limited access to cold storage units, and could 
not travel long distances to sell their catch 
at established markets in Kiunga, Balimo, or 
Daru.
"We don't travel to Kiunga or Daru because 
it’s too far. Our needs can be solved if key 
stakeholders provide a mini-fish market in 
Obo station. We can start small now and 
eventually expand into a bigger barramundi 
industry so business houses and citizens 
around PNG can buy our fish," he said.
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People need access to basic services 
like health and education in the 

North Fly District of Western Province.

Villagers travel long distances along the 
Alice River in dugout canoes to access 
trade stores, health centers, schools 
and communication services from other 
communities on the river.

For the Brimkamba community on the 
Alice River, the delivery of an outboard 

motor and dinghy on the 25th of 
September, will now allow them to travel 
safely to other villages  and Kiunga town 
for services. 

The outboard motor and dinghy 
was approved by the community 
and purchased using their village 
development funds (VDF). The Trust 
Administration & OTDF assisted with the  
purchase and delivery from Ela Motors 
in Lae.

Outboard motors help communities along the 
Alice River 

Brimkamba villagers receive the  
community motor and dinghy at the Alice 
River waterfront bought from their VDF

Trustees request efficiency in project delivery Trustees request efficiency in project delivery 

A two-week workshop organised by the Trust Administration 
involving leaders from the 8 trust regions sought to improve 

processes in community project delivery.

Local leaders considering the COVID-19 pandemic and new normal 
measures taken by Ok Tedi Development Foundation (OTDF), aired 
their views to improve the Trust project approval cycle. According 
to Trust Administration, the outcomes from discussions and group 

work sessions during the workshop will be compiled and submitted to 
the OTDF Board and Executive management to address the processes 
in the current project cycle that has been followed for the last 10 
years. 

The two-week workshop saw group work and discussions being 
conducted which highlighted challenges faced before and after 
projects are approved. 

Group session at a recent Trust training, to provide suggestions on how to improve project delivery

Dinghies for 
Middle Fly villages  

There is a need for people in the 
Middle Fly District of Western 

Province to have better transportation 
services such as dinghies.

The preferred mode of transport for 
these river-based villages is by dinghies 
or dugout canoes which they use to 
travel over long distances to access basic 
services. 

This year the Middle Fly Women 
& Children’s Association delivered 
outboard motors and dinghies for nine 
villages in the district at a total cost of 
over K254,000.00 to help them access 

health and education services and attend 
to any emergency calls in the villages.
Association president Charlotte 
Matthews clarified that of the 18 villages 
in the district, outboard motors and 
dinghies were delivered to eight villages 
in 2019. 

She said Mepu village in the Upper Middle 
Fly is expected to get a new 15-seater 
bus next year so the association could 
use it for its programs.

The Trust Administration & OTDF assisted 
with the  purchase and delivery from Ela 
Motors in Lae.

Moian receives its community dinghy and 
out board motor, bought from the 10% 
Women & Children's funding

11



Time Out

1. Time Out at Sapuka village,
 clinic opening

2. Time Out for first-aid refresher for 
managing snake bites

3. Time Out for fish market survey

4. Time Out from Board duties   

5. Time Out from official duties

6. Time Out at Suki
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