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South Fly women 
support SFNCW

Tribute to GC 
Sir Michael 

Inside this issue:
South Fly women 
take ownership 

OTDF Brief Highlights

VPC meetings conducted for  
North and Middle Fly region

Women & Children 
Associations complete budget 
and planning meetings

OTDF welcome 2 new staff  
- CD Team leader
- M&E Team leader

55th Board Meeting hosted

Suki Fly Gogo Women and 
Children Association executives 
present their budget breakup

Middle & South Fly women 
allocate program funds 

Women leaders in South Fly CMCA 
regions take lead and allocate 
PGK5.5 million for their projects. 

The funding for this year includes 
WASH program and the WestAgro 
project.  
Middle Fly women allocated a total 
of PGK1.9 million for their 2021 
programs and projects.

OTDF Community Development 
Officer for South Fly, Ms. Louise 
Olen, said the three-day planning 
workshop is the first combined 
one for both Middle and South Fly 
Women and Children Associations.

She said: “It was really good as 
the South Fly regions were able to 
gather learnings from the Middle Fly 

women on how they manage their 
operations and the experiences they 
had with their Business Arm”.
Ms Olen said, “This is the 4th 
Budget Workshop and I can proudly 
say that the women have grown in 
their leadership. They are able to 
articulate programs and projects 
for their association; they are 
progressing”.

PGK

Summary

PGK

PGK160,000.00 for WASH 
programs - committed by 
Middle and South Fly W & C 
Associations

PGK200,000.00 for  
WestAgro – committed by 
Middle Fly, Dudi and Suki W 
& C Associations

Suki Fly Gogo W & C Asso-
ciation assist Nakaku Health 
Centre, Wasua and Gigwa 
Health Centres, build Waiting 
Houses for Women

Skills training for Middle Fly 
and 4 South Fly regions . 
Sewing, cooking, baking and 
agriculture trainings funded

Dudi, Kiwaba & Middle Fly 
Regions allocate funds for 
school fees assistance to 
Vocational School students. 

PGK30,000.00 for Obo Rice 
Project  committed by Middle 
Fly W & C Association 

All W & C Associations for 
Middle and South Fly, did 2 
x Modules of the Community 
Development Workers Train-
ing, funding allocated for an-
other Module this year.

All South Fly W & C 
Associations approve 
mobilisation funds to start up 
investment companies 
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OTDF Board members host  55th 
meeting via l ive stream

Implementing strategic plans to 
serve the CMCA communities in 
Western Province is important for 
Ok Tedi Development Foundation 
(OTDF). This is also driven at the 
board level.

The Executive Management team 
of OTDF and its Board Members 
hosted their 55th board meeting on 
February 17th.

It was the first virtual meeting at 
the Cassowary Hotel in Kiunga. 
OTDF Board Chairman Musje 

Werror from Tabubil said OTML 
and OTDF will use  available 
technology to conduct meetings 
to support ongoing measures to 
manage covid19.

“In Ok Tedi, we will have virtual 
meetings more often than before 
due to the current pandemic. 

Staff are currently using their 
own computers to conduct daily  
briefings so it is a new way forward 
for us.”

Yakumani bids farewell 
to CMCA students

In a farewell ceremony last month, Bonnie  
Yakumani, one of OTDF’s longest serving staff was  
congratulated and appreciated for services to the 
CMCA community during her 10 years of service as 
the education scholarship officer.

“I thank each of you my colleagues, friends and family 
for the support; the 8 CMCA trust chairmen and 
executives whom I’ve worked closely with; and 
most of all the CMCA students and parents for your  
respect, patience and trust in me to serve.” she said.

OTDF CEO, Havini Vira said OTDF has grown and 
its success at the village level requires a dedicated 
group of staff with the heart and determination to  
engage with communities and make a difference. 

“I take this opportunity to sincerely thank Bonnie 
for her contributions to the growth of OTDF and the  
Community Education Services program and to the 
CMCA students who have successfully completed 
studies.”

Mrs. Yakumani leaves OTDF after 
serving in Western Province for 
over a decade.

Board meeting using virtual technology 
to host meeting 

EMT
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WestAgro updates

Samagos earthworks begin
Although covid has impacted on some of the on-ground 
trials, the associated community engagement and  
overseas shipping, the establishment of the Samagos 
AIC has progressed extremely well.  

Realising that civil works sub-contractors associated 
with OTML would be impaired by covid, a decision was 
made to purchase the company’s own earth moving  
machinery.  An innovative decision that has enabled  
civil works across all 4 grow-out sites to progress 
to schedule with site 2 expected to be completed in  
mid-March.

OTML and IAI have each made 2 tranche funding  
contributions as per the approved payment schedule: 
Providing a combined total of PGK7.5 million to date. 

Principle project expenditure has been the Vanilla  
grow-out tunnels at a total cost of PGK3,027,000.   
Consequently, the first batch of tunnel structures is  
expected to complete manufacture in the coming weeks, 
then shipped into Port Moresby in early-May.

Depending on customs clearance and OTML shipping 
schedules into Kiunga, the initial tunnels are expected 
to be erected on Site 2 by July 2021.  

Each tunnel will be completed in entirety, including all 
irrigation and planting media, enabling vanilla vines to 
be immediately transplanted within those tunnels.  This 
progressive stocking will see the ‘Ago-Industrial Center’ 
in production and returning an income well ahead of the 
current project schedule.

There has been significant project progress behind 
the scenes, with the support of the LR Group, IAI 
has been able to finalise design specifications and  
complete all major procurement for the noted tunnels, I am  
grateful for their tireless efforts despite the challenges 
covid presents across the globe.    
    

Kaviananga Rice Project Approved

It is with both relief and great pleasure, following an  
exhaustive process over the past 2 years that I  
announce the PNG Incentive Fund 4 has approved  
funding for the Kaviananga Rice project.  A formal 
Agreement was drafted, reviewed and executed by all 
parties on the 23rd February 2021.

A Project Inception Workshop will be conducted in mid-
March with OTDF staff and their Incentive Fund counter-
parts, to be immediately followed by a Kaviananga site 
visit to kick-start community preparations for the Project.

Ian Middleton, OTDF Advisor 
 

Signed  project  agreement 

Fly Vanilla civil works 
progressing at Site #2



In Suki a community member  had 
offered one hectare of his land on 
Dimi Island to grow the rubber 
brought in by OTDF with funding 
from the Suki Fly Gogo Trust.

Mr Joe Naipu, a local Trustee from 
the region said the project was 
for a good cause and wanted his  
fellow villagers to benefit as well, thus  
offering his land at no cost.

He said, “The sustainability of  
projects in our region depends 
on the interest we show by taking  
ownership. I want my family to show 

that we are keen on planting rubber 
and other commodity crops like rice. 

I have cleared another hectare to 
plant over 200 rubber stumps. This 
is the future for my children and 
grandchildren.”

The Naipu family are also involved 
in the rubber awareness program in 
Suki and have been instrumental in 
helping other farmers clear land, do 
line pegging and planting of rubber 
stumps in their newly established 
rubber blocks.

Extraction & Distribution field team, 
at Dimi nursery extracting rubber 
stumps for distribution in Suki

Taking ownership - Suki/Fly Gogo rubber
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Naipu planting 
rubber on Iku Ku (Star Is) for a new 
block owner

M&E: CMCA Stories of Change

CMCA Stories of Change
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LIVELIHOOD DEVELOPMENT SECTOR 
Rubber Development 
Region Points Hectares Actual Hectares 
MF-Aiambak  170,000   377   60,854   135  
SFG-Suki  38,000   80   13,146   29  
SF-Tapila  36,000   84   13,538   30  
Total  244,000   541   87,538   194  
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Two children are safe in the 
arms of their parents after being  
rescued by mothers of Suki region 
of the CMCA.

If it weren’t for the women  
leaders of Suki Fly Gogo Women 
and Children Association, the two 
boys would have met their fate.

Mrs Margaret Naipu, treasurer of 
the association and teacher by 
profession at Gigwa Elementary 
School was first to spot the two 
boys clinging to a floating tree 
trunk in the extreme tidal waters of 
Wasua and Kanapus near Tapila.

She said: “ We were on our 
way to pick another executive  
member and travel to Daru to  
attend our planning meeting. Just 
before midday, I looked in the  
distance and saw the two children 
frantically waving for help from the 
floating tree trunk, and I shouted 
RESCUE!
Our operator Ken Kerry turned the 
dinghy without hesitation. They 
were children both boys one aged 
9 and his elder brother about 12 or 
13 years old. 

We rescued them and provided 
our jackets, biscuits and water 

immediately. They were adrift 
the entire morning for about 4-5 
hours. My heart sank with teary 
eyes as I held the 9 year old close 
to me to give him extra warmth as 
he shivered, I could only imagine 
how young they were but yet so 
brave to endure surviving the long 
wait for a chance to be rescued, 
while as a mother and a teacher 
I thought of my own children why 
and how these boys did not have 
in their company an adult. 

She said credit be given to the  
elder brother who secured the 
safety of his younger sibling.

Mrs. Naipu  said the children’s 
dugout canoe was struck by strong 
wind and tides tipping their canoe 
while crossing between Gaima  
village and Madiri.

The children were safely brought 
to Tapila and an OTDF contractor 
Billy Iwora provided dry clothes for 
both children. 

The boys were brought to Gaima 
village Pagona #2, receiving the 
boys were their grateful parents.

Mrs Naipu said it was the will of 
God that we found the boys. 

The boys being rescued 

CMCA mothers rescue 2 children adrift

    Community Dev.

Pictures by Ken Kerry

“ I looked in the distance and saw the 
two children frantically waving for 
help from the floating tree trunk, and 
I shouted RESCUE!”

Margaret Naipu
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Operations

THANK YOU SIR MICHAEL
In respect of our Founding Father of the Nation Late Grand Chief Sir Michael Thomas Somare, OTDF staff wore 
black to join the rest of the country to honour the loss of PNG’s founding father.

GRAND CHIEF SIR MICHAEL THOMAS SOMARE CGL, GCMG, CH, CF, SSI. KStJ, KSG
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OTDF staff join the 
country to pay  respect  to 
the late GC Sir Michael 
Somare

Ref: https://www.pmnec.gov.pg/index.php/secretariats/former-pm/
sir-michael-somare   

1st Prime Minister of Papua New Guinea 

Bio-Data

Date of Birth:   9 April 1936
Place of Birth:  Rabaul, East New Britain Province 
Occupation:     Former Member of Parliament; represented
                        the people of East Sepik Province.
                        Founder of the PANGU Party and National Alliance 
                        Party(NA)
 
EDUCATION 

• Sir Michael was raised in Karau village in the Murik Lakes
  District of East Sepik Province.
• His earliest education was in a Japanese-run primary school
  at Karau during World War II where he learned to read, write
  and count in Japanese.
• Sir Michael graduated from Sogeri High School with a  
  ‘Leaving Certificate’ in 1957. This was a teaching qualification 
  at the time, and he then taught at several primary and 
  secondary schools.

PROFESSIONAL CAREER

• Sir Michael became a radio broadcaster based in Wewak
  in East Sepik Province after transferring within the Public
  Service.
• 1968 : He left the Public Service to contest the elections
  for the second House of Assembly as a member of the
  Pangu Party which he had founded with others in 1967.
• 1975 : Sir Michael was Chief Minister, becoming Prime
   Minister when self-government was granted and was a
   key figure in the preparations for subsequent  
   independence and the preparation and adoption of the
   Constitution.
• 1982-1985 :He was again Prime Minister and won the  
   office a third time in 2002.

Grand Chief Sir Michael Thomas Somare – In Office as the Prime 
Minister of Papua New Guinea:
• 1975 – 1980
• 1982 – 1985
•  2002 - 2012
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Community Dev.
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OTDF staff undergo research and  
technology training on agar oil  
extraction at University of Papua New 
Guinea. 

OTDF Livelihood Development  
Program Coordinator Ms. Josephine 
Laka during her presentation to OTDF 
Management and staff recommended 
research and trialing of different 
inoculation methods, while investing in  
equipment will improve agar oil  
extraction. 

She said complementing this would be 
finding markets overseas to sell the raw 
agar wood.

Laka said the training has proven to be 
useful in pointing out the areas which 
need further research and support to 
improve the eaglewood program.

Three OTDF staff attended the  
weeklong training at the main Port  
Moresby campus.

Way forward  for eaglewood

The black spot shown on the 
eaglewood tree, is agar forming 
after inoculation

Senior Dumo Nima Ara Public Officer 
during the planning session 

Association leaders 
undergo budget 
planning workshop
Empowering local leaders with basic budgeting skills 
is vital for organisations to operate well. 

Women leaders and Public Officers of Nima Ara  
Women’s Association, Nupmo Women Association 
and Tutuwe Ara Association in North Fly District  
attended a three-day budget planning workshop  
aiming to better implement activities of the  
associations for this year.

The leaders were refreshed on budget appropriation 
and administrative functions to support effective 
service delivery in the communities. 

Education, health, agriculture, basic long life skills 
training amongst others were the key areas the  
leaders would be focusing to support their  
communities.

President for Nima Ara Association Mrs. Ruth Ukin 
said better understanding of policies and guidelines 
enables them to see fruitful outcomes.

“Much of our work was disturbed by the covid19 
pandemic. However, we will strategize our plans in  
accordance with availability of funds. 

Supporting students, conducting life skills training as 
baking and many more will be conducted to 
improve the lives of women and children in the rural  
communities.”

Mrs. Ukin said: “The workshop has helped us to see 
our strength and weaknesses and to improve and 
move as leaders to ensure our people are assisted in 
our communities”.
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Community Dev.

The road built by the Samari 
community was made by simple 
engineering, stacking mangrove 
stumps and pasting together with a 
mud and sand mixture

Samari  v i l lagers bui ld road 
Associations show support 
for South Fly National Council 
of Women (SFNCW) and Kiwai 
LLG’s

In Daru, presidents from Manawete, 
Dudi and Kiwaba Women and  
Children Associations presented 
a support of PGK9,000 worth 
of fuel and food rations for the  
collaborative work of the Women’s 
desk in the Kiwai LLG and the  
SFNCW to conduct awareness 
programs throughout the South Fly 
region.

Spokeswoman for the SFNCW Ms. 
Daiu Gairi said this is the first of its 
kind and so much an amount from 
our CMCA colleagues to provide. 

She said: “This partnership is a 
way forward to bring development 
to South Fly District. Let’s work 

together for the betterment of our 
South Fly communities, they are 
the ones who will be affected by 
the decisions we make today”

Representing the Western  
Province Administration Women’s 
desk was Community Develop-
ment Officer Ms. Marilla Hesaboda 
who was vocal of women’s partici-
pation in development at regional 
and national levels. 

She emphasised that: “man  
(humans) cannot live on bread 
alone”. Unity and support is the key to  
self-sustenance and today marks 
an occasion that all women in 
South Fly should rejoice for this 
new partnership will pave way 
for more public-private support in  
service delivery in the South Fly 
region”. 

Food rations were presented 
to Samari villagers to host their  
upcoming church program.

The support came after the  
villagers had built a proper road 
stretching almost a kilometre 
from the beachfront through 
mangrove swamps into the  
village centre in preparation to 
welcome their visiting Catholic 
bishop. 

According to Kiwaba Women  and 
Children Association President 
Mrs. Pahe David, this is a sign 
of the people’s need for support. 
She said: “They want service  
delivered so they have taken up 
the task of building this road”.

“We as an association delivered 
projects with logistical challeng-
es, and our visit was  made easi-
er because of the road link to the 
village, we have now seen the 
evidence of project ownership 
and we will deliver more sup-
port in the near future to Samari 
and the other 13 Islands of the  
Kiwaba region” she added. 

She also reassured the commu-
nity that outstanding project ma-
terials would be delivered after 
logistical support are secured.

A show of partnership by South 
Fly women of the CMCA and the 
government



Samari  v i l lagers bui ld road 
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Operations

Medicine boxes airlifted for rural Aid-
Posts

OTDF’s Procurement, Logistics and Maintenance 
team assist the North Fly Members officers load  
medicine boxes at Kiunga airport to be airlifted to 
Obo health center, Middle Fly region.

Delivery of medical services and medical supplies in 
rural areas is still a real struggle for health workers in 
Western Province.

Project development officer from the North Fly member’s 
office Mr. Larry Franklin said villages on the outskirts of 
Kiunga town area need better services, with health as 
high priority on the list of basic services. 

He said: “Transportation of medical supplies by water 
or air services for emergency cases are difficult when 
dealing with logistical support as fuel, dinghies, trucks 
among others”.
While thanking OTDF for the continued support, Frank-
lin says working together with development partners 
and stakeholders is the way forward for better change in 
the communities within Western Province.

Ok Tedi Development Foundation (OTDF) helped to air-
lift medical drugs for the Middle Fly from Port Moresby 
to Kiunga.

Junlai Nawalin, Officer in charge (OIC) for Obo health 
centre made the call for assistance after boxes of medi-
cal supplies meant for Middle Fly region were stuck in 
Port Moresby.

OTDF’s team leader for Procurement, Logistics and As-
set Management (PLAM) Elvin Max said: “About 42 box-
es of medicines for Obo and other Aid-Post in the Middle 
Fly were brought on commercial flights in batches from 
Port Moresby.”
The medicine boxes include bandages, glucose, pain-
killers, and antimalarial drugs amongst other vital medi-
cal supplies for antenatal and postnatal care.

New Bus for Sisimakam Village

The people of Sisimakam village are proud recipients of 
a community 25-seater bus for school runs, emergency 
and continuation of PMV services for villagers.

OTDF Executive Manager Corporate 
Service hands over the bus keys 

Village Planning Committee (VPC) chairman Dennis 
Da said the new bus will be used to transport critically 
ill patients for referrals, transport students to school 
and in the long run providing PMV services for the Sisi-
makam and the communities along the Kiunga Tabubil 
Highway.
He said: “Cost of maintenance of a vehicle is badly 
affecting the operation of bus services but with proper 
management we have raised enough to compliment 
the purchase made. Vehicles purchased from Village 
Development Funds (VDF) have assisted members 
when in need of transportation to Tabubil, Ningerum 
or Kiunga. 
Chairman Da said from the previous bus services,  
K50, 000.00 was raised. A submission was brought 
forward and approved amount of K124, 261.00 was 
processed by the Trust Administration to purchase the 
new bus.



Personal Values leads to successful 
operations 

OTDF Board chairman and Ok Tedi Mining  
Limited (OTML) Managing Director and Chief Executive  
Officer Musje Werror says shared values are key to 
strengthening organisations.

Organisational Values of teamwork, integrity,  
accountability, safety and environment, performance 
and sustainability leads to safe operations of the 
mine. 

Mr. Werror said these are the important principles  
employees should practice to maintain high  
performance.

He said personal values as humility, respect,  
self-control, love and care for others is important and 
determines the success of Ok Tedi Mine.

“We have seen how God has helped us, protected us 
during the tough times of our operations. 

We have seen God’s protection upon our lives,  
families and the communities,” he said.

CEO Werror thanked OTDF and other contractors 
for their tireless efforts during covid19 lockdown in 
providing continued support to people. 

He said OTML’s tagline of “Our Mine, Our Pride, 
Our Future” depict the contributions each employee 
makes towards the success of OTML.

OTML being proudly PNG-owned, has about 1,800 
employees including over 3000 contractors who 
work hard for the people of Western Province and 
PNG.

As encouragement to OTML employees and  
contractors, he said “In order for Ok Tedi Mining 
to progress well into the future, all employees and  
contractors alike, must have their own values in their 
working areas.”

EMT

OTDF Board Chairman and 
OTML Managing Director & 
CEO Musje Werror addressing the 
Kiunga operations team
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When going outdoors, 
and where social  
distancing is not pos-
sible, wear your masks 
at all times
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About us

Ok Tedi Development Foundation 
Limited (OTDF) is a not for 
profit organisation, formed in 
2001 as part of the Community 
Mine Continuation Agreement 
(CMCA), enabling consent from 
the communities for the Ok Tedi 
Mine to continue operating. 

Following a review of the CMCA 
in 2006/2007, the Ok Tedi Fly River 
Development Program (OTFRDP) 
was registered as the Company’s 
trading name, paving the way for 
OTDF to operate independently of 
OTML from March 2010.

OTDF is a dynamic organisation 
mandated to mobilise funds and 
deliver sustainable projects into all 
6 Mine Villages & 8 CMCA Trust 
regions of the Western Province 
(Tutuwe, Wai Tri, Nupmo, Middle 
Fly, Suki Fly Gogo, Manawete, 
Kiwaba and Dudi).

649 5367 or 649 3716

team@otdfpng.org

www.otdfpng.org

For more about OTDF

This newsletter is produced 
by the OTDF Media & 
Communications Team 
to update and report on 
developments OTDF is  
implementing throughout 
CMCA regions of the Western 
Province. 

If you have any comments or 
feedback, please send them 
to Elijah.Elijah@otdfpng.org  
or call 649 5367

Like Us on Facebook

Time Out

JJ media intern

Waikai Kinzu- South Fly PO 

OTDF masketeers

Dr Ambai

Kande tok aduduwo from Daru

Paying respect for Late GC Sir Michael Somare From Samarai to Samari village 
www.facebook.com/otdfpng
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