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Ok Tedi Development Foundation (OTDF) 
is committed to delivering community 

projects in Western Province despite the 
challenges the organisation is facing due to 
COVID-19.

OTDF demonstrated that commitment on 
Wednesday June 2nd when 29 officers, 
including CEO Havini Vira received their first 
dose of the AstraZeneca vaccine.

The vaccines were part of the 1,000 doses 
received by Ok Tedi Mining Limited (OTML) 
from the National Department of Health 
(NDoH) last month.

Mr Vira said COVID-19 has caused a lot of 
challenges for his team, especially in the 
delivery of community projects within the 
Community Mine Continuation Agreement 
(CMCA) villages in the province.

“Since the pandemic began in March 2020, 
community interaction has been significantly 
reduced. With officers now being vaccinated, 
we can continue rolling out outstanding 
projects and programs,’’ said Mr Vira.

Staff expressed that the main reason they 
decided to get vaccinated was to protect not 
only themselves from COVID-19, but also their 
families and colleagues. 

'The staff who received the 
vaccine said the main reason they 
decided to get vaccinated was to 
protect not only themselves from 
COVID-19 but also their families 

and colleagues'

Mr Vira thanked the CMCA communities and 
development partners for their patience during 
these challenging times and assured them that 
OTDF will ensure planned activities and projects 
are successfully delivered.
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Have positive mindsets to 
overcome challenges brought on 
by COVID-19

By Jim John

In life, we learn things through experience, 
capturing more information to develop 

mental capacity, making a person wiser and 
knowledgeable in managing stress.

December 31st 2019 through to January 
2021 was a challenging year for people in 
PNG and others worldwide. 

The COVID-19 pandemic significantly 
affected the socio-economic progress at 
the national and provincial level.

Individuals can have their own opinions 
about the effects of COVID-19 and how 
they felt and dealt with it. Here is mine.

On May 10th 2021, I entered the OTDF 
quarantine facility in Kiunga, a face mask 
worn carrying my little hand bag, and 
walked into the barricaded area. 

While in quarantine I was feeling lonely, 
angry, hungry, tired, and stressed almost 

leading me to a mental breakdown. These 
feelings can disrupt the normal function of 
the brain. 

That was what I felt during the isolation 
period. To be honest, I almost walked out of 
the quarantine facility.   

I endured the situation through Bible 
studies reading scriptures which inspired 
positive thinking and prayers including 
more readings from my books containing 
details about philosophies of life. 

Upon completion of studies at the 
University of Papua New Guinea in 2020, 
I was engaged with OTDF based in Kiunga. 

While at home, I heard from friends who 
were working as contractors with OTML, 
that quarantine could take about two weeks 
or more. I needed to start somewhere and 
so I ended up experiencing quarantine.
Through my quarantine experience, I 

'I have noticed and concluded 
that having a positive mindset 

would shape your progression in 
life which would determine 

your destiny '

conclude that a positive mind set will shape 
your progression in life and determine your 
destiny. The Bible and prayer is a good 
source for developing a positive mindset 
when in isolation. 
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The management team and staff in Kiunga, commenced vaccination on 2      June.

The AstraZeneca vaccines were part of the 1,000 doses received by Ok Tedi Mining 
Limited from the National Department of health last month.

OTDF CEO, Havini Vira expressed that COVID-19 had been a major hindrance for  
delivering services, to the Community Mine Continuation Agreement (CMCA) villages 
in the province.

“COVID-19 rules and protocols have limited our operations since the pandemic  
entered PNG in March 2020”, he said.

OTDF prioritizes the safety of staff working in Western Province.

Mr Vira thanked the CMCA communities and its development partners for their  
patience during these challenging times, and assured them that OTDF will ensure its 
planned activities and projects are successfully delivered.

       Safety is important for community engagement
        The Ok Tedi Development Foundation (OTDF) is committed to delivering community projects in Western Province. 

Getting vaccinated will 
not only protect us from 
COVID-19, but also our 
families, colleagues and 
the communities we 
serve. 

“
”

OTDF News

“
”

Getting vaccinated 
supports my work as a 
frontline worker, safety 
is paramount for me 
and those around me.

Havini Vira Michelle Roman
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Thanks to some clearer days and dry 
weather throughout May I am pleased to 
announce the completion of site #3 civil 
works. 

Site #3 is the biggest area of the 4 sites 
at Samagos to be cleared, cut and 

filled then levelled, and will be occupied 
by the largest of the vanilla growout 
structures.  This keeps the project ahead 
of schedule with the imminent arrival 

of the first shipment of growout tunnels 
from Israel, due into Port Moresby on the 
12th of June. 

Civil works now shifts to site #1 alongside 
the Kiunga to Tabubil highway to create 
two large tiers intended to locate the 
vanilla curing and processing facility.

This month a project container landed 
in Kiunga with an ablution block and 
staff housing to be erected on-site when 
the growout tunnel construction team 
arrives and begins infrastructure works 
from July.

The WestAgro Holdings (WAH) Board 
is pleased to report that the North 
Fly District Development Authority’s 
(NFDDA) commitment of PGK 1.15 million 
has been committed and a cheque has 
been presented to OTDF Management in 
June. The Board sincerely thanks James 

Above - Site #3 at Samagos will be occupied by the largest of the vanilla growout structures.

Livelihood Development
Changing lives

With a first tranche payment 
recently received, OTDF has seen 

rice Project activities ramp up this 
month, including: 

• a first OTDF Gender Equality and 
Social Inclusion (GESI) Committee 
meeting, the WAH Chair and key 
OTDF staff travelled to Kaviananga 
to kick off the project on the 
22nd, inclusive of Project start-up 
awareness with over 300 people, 
and a first GESI meeting with the 
community;

• the OTDF Child Protection Policy was 
approved by the EMT on the 28th;  

• and preparation for quarterly narrative 
reporting and the procurement of all 
Project capital equipment began.

Next month the Project looks forward to the 
arrival of the Project Manager from Israel 
and submission of the capital equipment 
justification, quotes and specifications to 
the OTDF Tender Committee.  Approval 
will see significant Project expenditure and 
enable scheduling of trial cultivation plans.

Civil construction 
completed at Site #3

Startup planning for the Kaviananga Rice 
Project nears completion
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Augustine Max, maize farmer

Donald, the North Fly MP for honoring his 
pledge to support all 115 North Fly wards 
with a share in Fly Vanilla.

Komovai demonstration maize block



Komovai farmers harvest maize destined for the Mt Fubilan chicken farm

Accurate information is important for employees

Komovai village, also known as 
‘Bethlehem’, lies in the heart of the 

lower Middle Fly region, about a 15 
minute dinghy ride from Obo station.

 In 2019, the Komovai community 
dedicated their land to any opportunities 
that may evolve from the WestAgro 
Master Plan that was released by OTDF 
at that time as the new way forward in 
agribusiness for the CMCA communities.  

Following farmer training for planting 
and cultivating maize (corn) at Samagos 
in 2020 the community was given seeds 
to do trial plantings.

The village farmers cultivated and 
harvested 40 bags of maize last year 
but those rotted due to the onset of 
Covid-19 and the restricted movements 
that ensued. Not deterred, the farmers 
planted again this year and handed 
over several bags with more than 100 

kilograms of maize kernels to the OTDF 
team that visited Komovai on the 23rd of 
May. These kernels will be sent to Tabubil 
to be processed/milled to feed chickens 
at the Mt Fubilan Poultry farm.

Mrs. Miaso Phillie was vocal on leadership 
at the community level to ensure the 
support required to strengthen their 
commitment to WestAgro in partnership 
with the Innovative Agro Industry (IAI) 
and OTDF.

“We are very pleased to see you all today 
with us. My appeal to the community 
and the leaders is to work together hand 
in hand to do agriculture because that is 
our future. In the future when the mine 
closes we have our crops (vanilla, rice and 
maize farms) to support and to sustain 
us,” said Mrs. Phillie.

In addition to growing maize, Awax Papoa 
the coordinator for agricultural activities 

"My appeal to the community 
and leaders is to work 

together hand in hand to do 
agriculture because that is 

our future"

OTDF continues to observe COVID-19 
rules and protocols in all its 

operation sites ensuring safety for staff 
their families and communities.

On Friday May 28, a vaccination 
awareness session was held at the 
Infrastructure Support Services (ISS) hall 
in Kiunga, with Internal Medicine Care 
Unit Specialist, Dr Miriam Boga from the 
Tabubil hospital.

The meeting was an awareness informing 
the employees the importance of the 
vaccines before the actual vaccination 
rollout program in June.

Accurate information is important for 
all employees, to help them better 
understand how vaccines work in the 
body system to help fight the Corona 

virus. “Two (2) doses are received. The 
second dose can be received 8-12 weeks 
after the first’’ said Dr Boga.

The health team from Tabubil Hospital will 
continue to conduct awareness during the 
vaccine roll out program.

OTDF CEO Havini Vira emphasized that 
though staff have been vaccinated, hand 
sanitizing, social distancing and wearing of 
face masks must be maintained at all times.

in the village, created a half hectare plot 
of wild vanilla vines growing on teak 
trees. Farmers were able to pollinate and 
harvest beans but these wild varieties 
are unknown and research will need 
to be conducted into determining the 
vanillin content of the beans and their 
marketability.  

Samples of the vines will be grown at 
Samagos and IAI will further investigate 
the bean quality and provide feedback 
to the community in due course, through 
their representative based in Kiunga.

Maize harvest from Komovai village, Middle Fly region destined for Tabubil

Komovai vanilla, flowers 3 times a year
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One way to foster a stronger, happier and 
healthy community is through sports.

The Nupmo Women and Children’s 
Association, Nima Ara Women and Children’s 
Assoc` refereeing training for youths on May 
23rd to 28that Awin Tamaro.

The training gave 40 participants skills in soccer 
and volleyball coaching and refereeing, to give 
them better understanding of the current rules 
in both sporting codes.

Manager for PETA Sports Management and 
soccer facilitator, Percy Mataio arrived in 
Ningerum from Port Moresby accompanied by 
Nuga Dick, volleyball coach and trainer on May 
22nd for the training. Mr. Mataio is a certified 
national soccer coach with a B license, the 
second highest recognized level given by the 
world soccer body FIFA.
His views on sports gave prominence to social 
challenges affecting the vulnerable community 
members especially women, youths and 
children. Involvement in community sports 

enhancement programs enabled participants 
to address social challenges and promote safe 
communities. 
The participants were encouraged to impart 
their skills to respective youths in their 
own villages when participating in sporting 
activities.

“Knowledge and skills you’ve gained during 
the training is for you to go and impart in your 
communities because we want to see peaceful 
communities. Through sports, you can provide 
unity for all,’’ said facilitator Percy Mataio. 
Funding constraints had been the major 
hindrance to cater for youths in community 
development within the CMCA villages in 
Western Province.
Manager for Program Services and Sustainable 
Development (PSSD) Andrew Mari, 
encouraged the youths to be agents of change 
in their communities.

L-R: Nuga Dick - Volleyball course trainer , Saewila Sandu - participant, and Mrs Ruth Ukin - President Nima Ara W&C Association

Community Development
Agent of change

20 youths in North Fly District were the proud 
recipients of the PNG Volleyball Federation 

certificate.
The federation certificate was presented after 
the coaching and refereeing training held at 
Awin Tamaro  ( Ningerum ), on May 28th,2021.
For Ms Philomena Robert, the training has 
given her, technical knowledge used to control 
a volleyball match. She said she will definitely 
use her newfound skills during volleyball 
matches.
“Thank you to OTDF and also big thank you 
to PETA sports management and Women’s 
Association, for providing this training, a first 
for many of us; I am now a recognised referee.”
The PNG Volleyball Federation now recognizes 
the participants as volleyball referees and 
coaches through sports enhancement 
and community development program in 

partnership with PETA Sports Management.
“Through this partnership, you are now 
recognized as a volleyball coaches and referees 
not only in North Fly District or Western 
Province but in PNG.The country is now looking 
at you,” said facilitator Percy Mataio at the 
closing ceremony.
He said the 20 participants in North Fly District 
were qualified referees and coaches to officiate 
volleyball tournaments anywhere in the 
country.
The certificate was signed by president of PNG 
Volleyball Federation, Edward Aisi and brought 
for presentation after the training facilitated by 
PETA Sports management team.
Mr. Mataio encouraged the participants to 
practice their skills in the villages especially 
officiating at volleyball games.

Youths recognised as national volleyball referees

Sports for stronger 
communities
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Philomena Robert

The 40 youths with their sponsors



Time Out

1. Leading by example (Kiunga vaccination)

2. Meeting a long lost friend in Tamai village 

3. Serving  the  community with pride

4. Time  out  at Ningrum station 

5 Taking some time out from driving 

6. Strongim  wan  wok  pasin - Kibung

 

STRONGIM
WAN 
WOK
PASIN

1 2

3 4

5 6
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